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CHIEF MINISTER 


It gives me immense pleasure, as Chairman of the Organising Commit- 
tee of the Bengaluru International Film Festival, to announce the com- 
mencement of the 10th edition of Bengaluru International Film Festival, 
to be held from 22nd February to 1st March 2018. 

The steady popularity of BIFFES over the years can be gauged by the 
hundreds of entries it is attracting from various parts of the world with 
diverse themes from all the walks of life. The Government of Karnataka 
is extending all the possible support and help to make the event a huge 
success and the role played by Karnataka Chalanachitra Academy in this 
regard is no less significant. The onus on the Government of Karnataka 
is to promote and spread healthy culture and BIFFES is an ideal platform 
through which it can be achieved to a greater extent. 

The Government is dedicated to enhance the physical and intellectual in- 
frastructure of this Festival so that it may address the year round interest 
it receives from film makers all over the world and the public. 

I take this opportunity to welcome one and all to BIFFES and am sure 
that the Bengaluru Film Enthusiasts would be treated to high quality cin- 
ema from across the globe, and their whole hearted participation would 
make this event a grand success. 


SIDDARAMAIAH 
Hon'ble Chief Minister 
Government of Karnataka 
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SECRETARY 


The 10th edition of the Bengaluru International Film Festival is all set to 
be launched on the 22nd of February 2018 and will be celebrated for a 
week till 1st of March 2018. I extend my heartiest greetings to all those 
film enthusiasts who have descended on Bengaluru to be part of this 
Film Festival. 

Over the years, the Festival has attained so much popularity amongst 
the public and film professionals, that it has become an integral part of 
their lifestyle. The visibility of the festival across the global film fraternity 
is evident from the sheer number of entries the festival has received this 
year. There is a huge demand for participation from both the public and 
film makers from all over the world. 

BIFFES has made significant changes to provide an improved experience 
to the audience, and this has resulted in more and more film enthusiasts 
and film professionals taking part in the festival. There has been con- 
stant efforts in making changes to provide the best selection of Kannada, 
regional, national and world cinema to the public which has helped the 
festival's steady rise in the global film festival circuit. 

The Karnataka Government has provided many incentives to Karnataka 
Film Industry and BIFFES is another incentive. Moreover, the establish- 
ment of Kannada Chalanachitra Academy by the Government of Karna- 
taka is a huge impetus to BIFFES. 

Wishing all the success to this prestigious 10th edition of BIFFES. 


PANKAJ KUMAR PANDEY, IAS 
Secretary, Department of Information and Public 
Relations 

Govt. of Karnataka 
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CHAIRMAN 


It’s a great pleasure and honour to welcome the very best in Kannada 
and world cinema to the 10th edition of the Bengaluru International Film 
Festival to be held from 22nd February to 1st March 2018. 

First of all I would like to take this opportunity to express my sincere 
thanks to our Honourable Chief Minister Siddaramaiah, who has been 
a pillar of support to our festival by accepting all our requests. His gen- 
erosity towards the film industry has helped Kannada cinema to flour- 
ish, through film subsidies and tax exemptions, amongst other benefits. 
BIFFES allows access to the world that might be otherwise out of bounds, 
by presenting diverse landscapes across the globe. Bengaluru is a cos- 
mopolitan city and is known for its plurality of culture. It can assimilate 
global cultures and still retain its own identity. Despite stiff competition 
from various language cinemas Kannada cinema has held its status both 
in terms of number of films made locally and also its representation in 
national cinema. At this festival a bouquet of selected Art House cinema, 
mainstream films and culturally significant works have been lined up 
for screening. 

BIFFES has opened up a new world for our new generation of film mak- 
ers to look at the possibilities of film expression and that was the main 
objective for the establishment of Kannada Chalanachitra Academy. In 
the years to come the academy will hope to take this forum outside Ben- 
galuru and create a conducive environment in the state to boost the 
quality of Kannada cinema to international arena enabling the rich tradi- 
tion of Kannada to extend beyond the borders of the state. 

On behalf of Karnataka Chalanachitra Academy, I extend a warm wel- 
come to all the participants of the festival and wish them a great, joyful 
and enriching experience at BIFFES. 


S V RAJENDRA SINGH BABU 
Chairman, Karnataka Chalanchitra Academy 
Festival Director 
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 


We are extremely happy and proud to present the 10th Bengaluru Inter- 
national Film Festival to be held from 22nd February to 1st March 2018. 
BIFFES has established itself as an important fixture on the international 
film festival scene due to high standards in programming, organisation- 
al upgrades and the enthusiastic participation of audiences. The huge 
demand for delegate registration and the long queues at the screening 
halls in the last edition to view the best of the films have determined us 
to extend the scope of the festival and also enlarge the infrastructure. 
We will be screening more than 200 films under 16 categories from more 
than 50 countries this year. This time we have as many as 12 screens at 
PVR and Dr. Raj Bhavan, Karnataka Film Artistes Association, Chamara- 
jpet. 

The range of topics that are to be taken up for debate in this edition is a 
clear indicator to the growing maturity of the festival. We are constantly 
endeavouring to rise to the expectations of both the film makers and the 
enlightened audiences. 

Our endeavour is to ensure that the festival climbs to greater heights 
and to this effect we have undertaken significant measures to provide 
festival delegates with the best possible film viewing experience. 

On this special occasion, I welcome all the Delegates, Juries, Guests 
and special invitees and wish them a pleasant and meaningful week at 
BIFFES. 


DR. P S HARSHA, IPS 

Comissioner, Department of Information and Public Relations, 
Govt. of Karnataka 

Festival Executive Director 
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ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 


The process of selection of films for the festivals is not only becoming more 
and more challenging with the increasing quality of the projects, but also high- 
ly demanding in terms of Social content. Added to their strong sociological 
core, Independent Cinema is donning the activist role as an ethical alternate 
to the sullied image of the current political discourses. They are also evolving 
rapidly in terms of technological innovation and also as to how films can look 
better for less money. The significant aspect of these alternative voices and 
points of view, is their aggressive claim on the festival platforms to dissemi- 
nate their thought processes beyond the local or National boundaries. 
Cinema by nature is Global in its reach but in its detail it is predominantly 
rooted in a local milieu. Its potential to place the ‘Immediate Present’ into the 
creative intellectual discourse and to explore the contemporary themes go far 
beyond the possibilities in other Art forms and far deeper than in Newsreels 
and journalistic reportage. The films like “Insyriated”, “Insult” from Lebanon, 
“Excavator” from Korea, “Loveless” from Russia , “Father and Son” from Vi- 
etnam, “A sort of a Family” from Argentina, “Directions” from Bulgaria, “The 
Other side of Hope” from Finland on show in this edition of BIFFes are only 
a few examples to view and understand the human dilemmas of our times 
across the globe under one platform. 


It is widely proclaimed that Human rights are rights inherent to all human 
beings and also that it is inalienable. But the principle is more often breached 
than practiced even in democratic set ups. So is the concept of Social Jus- 
tice. Though it is generally thought of as a world which affords individuals 
and groups fair treatment and an impartial share of the benefits of society 
inequality persists in all types of political formations. BIFFes takes a critical 
look at these concepts through a bouquet of documentaries and features. This 
is the thematic value addition to this edition. The kaleidoscope of Cinema of 
the World, Competition sections, Country Foci, Director's retrospectives and 
all other programs of earlier era will continue. 

We are proud to record that BIFFes has completed a decade of its fruitful 
existence. We welcome all of you to share our happiness and satisfaction. The 
film loving public of Bengaluru, the founding organization Suchitra Film Soci- 
ety and all its erstwhile committee members, the Chairpersons of Karnataka 
Chalanachitra Academy Mr. Nagabharana, Ms. Tara and Mr. Rajendrasingh 
Babu, Previous Artistic Directors Mr. Girish Kasaravalli and Mr. Narahari Rao, 
the officials of the Department of Information and Public Relations, Karnataka 
Government and the young boys and girls who have volunteered all through 
the years to sustain this event for so long deserve special mention on this 
occasion. 

Welcome to this grand celebration of the moving images. 


N VIDYASHANKAR 


Artistic Director 
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Kirill E Razlogov started his career as a teacher on the 
Higher Screenwriters and Directors Courses and as a 
translator of all French movies released in the Soviet 
Union in that period. It was possible thanks to the fact 
that as a child he spent some time in France together 
with his father, who was a diplomat. For seven years, 
he was the program director of MMKF and promoted 
its development as well as improvement. From 1989, 
he headed the Russian Culturology Institute. He has 
been teaching cinematology disciplines in universities, 
and has written a great number of works related to 
art. 


Fatemeh Motamed Arya is a multi-award-winning 
Iranian actress. Motamed Aria received her degree 
in Arts from Tehran University. She got involved in 
theater during her teen years. Later, she emerged 
as one of the most celebrated actresses of post- 
revolutionary Iranian cinema. She has had nine 
nominations for best actress at the Fajr International 
Film Festival, with four of them successfully winning 
her the Crystal Simorgh. More recently, she played in 
‘Tales’, ‘Avalanche’, and ‘Yahya Didn't Keep Quiet’. 


A producer that has been producing TV films and 
series, as well as many features films for years. Marc 
became an Oscar winning producer with No Man's 
Land as he was already an Oscar nominee producer 
with Before the Rain. Recently, he produced The 
Lunchbox by Ritesh Batra (Cannes 2013 Critic’s Week) 
which has been a big success all over the world, and 
Albtim by Mehmet Can Mertoglu (Turkey) which won 
the “Revelation award” at Critics week in 2016. 


Sumalatha is a popular Indian film actress. Sumalatha 
has worked mainly in South Indian films. She has 
acted in more than hundred and fifty films which 
includes Kannada, Tamil, Telugu and Malayalam. She 
started her career as a one of the leading actress in 
Malayalam films. She has received seven Filmfare 
awards and nominations for her good acting 
performances. She is married to one of Kannada’s best 
known actor, Ambarish. 


Anuj Malhotra is a film critic and programmer from 
New Delhi, India. He handles the publications for 
Lightcube Film Society, under which role, he publishes 
Umbra, a newspaper on alternative cinema in the 
country, as well as Projectorhead, a journal of film 
criticism. As part of his work in the field, he has 
collaborated with such prestigious national and 
international institutions His work has been cited in 
prestigious national and international forums such 
as mubi.com, Film Studies for Free, Celine and Julie, 
Photogenie, Bright Lights Film Journal, Film Mutations 
Zagreb, Transit Cine, The Seventh Art and Shadowplay. 


JURY MEMBERS 


KANNADA CINEMA 
COMPETITION 


KANNADA CINEMA COMPETITION NATIONAL JURY 


Sumitra Bhave completed her graduation from Fergusson 
College, Pune, and received a master’s degree in Political 
Science and Sociology University of Pune. She taught at 
the Karve Institute of Social Service, Pune, for a decade. 
Later, she worked as a Project Manager for Community Aid 
and Sponsorship Program. Sumitra, along with Sukthankar 
have made fourteen feature films, more than fifty short 
films, and four TV serials; all of which have been written by 
her. The duo have won various national and international 
accolades. 


SUMITRA BHAVE 


Prof Rita Datta ( also known as Rwita Dutta) is a film- 
Scholar, Curator and Editor. She is a professor of Political 
Science who is pursuing her PhD on Bengali Cinema and 
Calcutta City (1947-1977). She edits international film 
journal - fi/m Buff and regularly contributes to various 
national and international journals. She is also a Bengali 
film and television actress. She has acted in movies like 
Krantikaal, Alo. She played the role of Aarati in Star 
Jalsha’s popular serial aa. Rwita is also a Bengali reciter. 
RWITA DUTTA _ She has served as a juror in festivals including Cannes, 
Pusan, Cairo and Ukraine as a member of FIPRESCI and 
has delivered lecturers on cinema worldwide. 


Narava Prakasa Rao, is a retired vice principal of AVN 
College, Visakhapatnam. He is a well-known film critic and 
a writer. He is active member of film society since 2002. He 
is also Secretary of Vizag Film Society, which is affiliated to 
FFSI and a prominent member of NFAI. He has conducted 
film appreciation courses, workshops on filmmaking for 
the young and enthusiastic film aspirants. At present, he is 
one of the members of Central Film Censor Board Advisory 
Panel. He has won - Nimai Ghosh Award from FFSI. 


NARAVA PRAKASA 


RAO 


B M Haneef born in Mangalore, is a Kannada poet, short 
story writer and film critic. He is a prominent Kannada 
journalist since 1984 and has written various articles 
on films, culture and language and has authored over 
15 books in Kannada. He was part of Prajavani Kannada 
Daily as a cine journalist. He was a member of the cinema 
censor committee and Karnataka State Cinema Award 
Committee. He has penned dialogues for the film Haseena 

f directed by Girish Kasaravalli which went onto win a 
B.M. HANEEF National Award. He is now an assistant editor in Sudha 
Kannada weekly. 


D. Sumana Kittur is a journalist, film director and lyricist 
working in Kannada cinema. She debuted into cinema as 
an associate to director K. M. Chaitanya with ‘Aa Dinagalu’, 
in 2007 and also wrote the lyrics for the title track. 
Following this, she rose to fame becoming an independent 
director with ‘Slum Bala’, in 2008. Her subsequent films 
such as ‘Kallara Santhe’, ‘Edegarike’ and ‘Kiragoorina 
Gayyaligalu’ have earned critical acclaim, awards and 
commercial success. Most of her films deal with the anti- 
social elements dominating in the present era. 
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Gulbara Tolomushova was born in Kyrgyzstan, 
graduated from VGIK in Moscow, Department of Film 
Studies. She is a main expert on international relations 
and the promotion of films of the Department of the 
Cinematography by Ministry of Culture & Tourism of 
the Kyrgyz Republic, member of NETPAC and FIPRESCI. 
She is an author of many publications and articles and 
statements about Kyrgyz film published in Kyrgyzstan, 
CIS and in far abroad. She regularly participates in 
many international film festivals as well as in the 
position of jury. 


Dan Koh produces and promotes Singapore and 
Southeast Asian independent film. An alumni of 
the Southeast Asia Fiction Film Lab x Produire au 
Sud 2016-7, he produced the experimental music 
documentary, The Obs: A Singapore Story (2015), 
which travelled to international film festivals in 
Japan, the U.S., Croatia, Macedonia, and Malaysia. 
He is currently co-producing and script-consulting 
two feature films by Yeo Siew Hua: A Land Imagined. 
Dan has written about cinema for Arts Equator, The 
Online Citizen, and I-S—for which he interviewed 
Apichatpong Weerasethakul. 


A mechanical engineer, Umashankar Swamy 
developed an aesthetical interest for art during his 
studies and persuaded social development, theatre 
and films. He has worked in rural parts of Rajasthan 
in academic research and conducted several theater 
workshops with social activists. He has written and 
directed several plays and documentaries. Banada 
Neralu , Munsif and Saladamagu are his award 
winning films. 


KANNADA CINEMA POPULAR ENTERTAINMENT JURY 


GN Mohan is a noted writer and media personality. He 
was a member of the jury for Karnataka State Film Awards 
and has been part of film movements as a resource person 
in workshops on films, and as a Curator of Women Film 
Festival. He is associated with documentary filmmaking 
and has penned scripts for many documentaries. He 
has penned more than 20 books which include poetry 
collections, essays on media and current affairs etc. his 
books are prescribed as text book for all major universities 
in Karnataka. 


Arun Chadha, FTII graduate, has been making 
documentaries, short films on various social and 
developmental issues for the past 30 years. His films have 
been shown in various film festivals in India and abroad 
and have won several awards. He won the Golden Conch 
for the best Documentary at the Mumbai international 
Film Festival twice and the Best Film at the International 
Film Festival on Science, Society and Development in 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala. 
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Saibal Chatterjee is a Delhi based writer and National Award- 
winning film critic. He writes on Indian and world cinema for 
several other media platforms in India and elsewhere. He 
edited Encyclopaedia Britannica's comprehensive volume on 
Hindi cinema, besides writing ‘Echoes and Eloquences’, an 
authorised biography of poet-lyricist-filmmaker Gulzar. Over 
the past three decades, he has covered premier film festivals 
and entertainment industry events around the world. He 
has also scripted important documentary films, including 


Cae 


SAIBAL ‘Harvest of Grief’, a probe into agrarian distress and farmer 
CHATTERJEE 


suicides in Punjab. He currently serves as a selector of films 
for several festivals of repute, including the International Film 
Festival of India. 


Claire Dobbin is an Australian script advisor/ editor who 
works with development agencies and filmmakers in 
Australia, New Zealand, Norway, Abu Dhabi, the Yemen, 
India, UK and France. From 1986 -2000 she was the Senior 
Script Executive at the Australian Film Commission. She 
conducts script development workshops all over the world 
and has consulted / edited on Australian films including 
Candy, Mallboy, Road to Nhill, Small Treasures, Rabbit 
Proof Fence, Japanese Story, Blame and Hermano entrant 
in the Academy awards 2010). 


Siladitya Sen, is a veteran film critic and a senior film 
journalist & writer, from Kolkata. He has in-depth 
knowledge of Indian and World cinema culture - its forms 
and subtle sensibilities. Professionally he is associated 
with the largest circulated vernacular daily newspaper of 
India, the famous Ananda Bazar Patrika of Bengal, where 
he contributes regularly, mainly on the special editions 
and bulletins,related to cinema. He is regarded as a 
specialized scholar on Iconic Bengal Film Director Dada 
Saheb Phalke Awardee - Mr. Mrinal Sen. Mr. Siladitya Sen 
has on earlier occasions a member of jury of the National 
Awards for Film Journalism, Indian Panorama and in 
Mumbai International Film Festival. 


SILADITYA SEN 


Manu N Chakravarthy, is currently a visiting English 
professor at National College Basavangudi, Bengaluru. 
He has done specialisation in European Classics, 
Literary Criticism and Cultural Theory too. During the 
last three decades, he has taught Literary Criticism, 
Literary Theory, Cultural Theory and Theories of 
Communication. He was awarded Swarna Kamal - the 
Best Film Critic Awards (2010) and Karnataka Sahitya 


MANU N Academy Award for - Madhyama Marga, a work on 
CHAKRAVARTHY Cultural, literary, film theory, music and the media in 
2014. 
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Premendra Mazumder is working on cinema in 
versatile capacities. As a film critic writes extensively 
in different publications worldwide. An activist of the 
film society movement since 1976. He was the Asian 
Secretary of the International Federation of Film 
Societies (2010-12), Vice President of the Federation of 
Film Societies of India (2010-14) and General Secretary 
of FFSI (2014-16). He is an EC member of Fipresci- 
India which he joined in 2000. He is an advisor and 
a curator for several International Film Festivals at 
home & abroad. He has served as the juror of many 
International Film Festivals in different countries. 


Rafique Baghdadi is a veteran film journalist, lifelong 
walker of Bombay streets, and authority on Manto. 
The septuagenarian has lived in Mazagaon’s Khan 
Building all his life in a room filled with towering stacks 
of old and rare books and magazines that are still 
inching toward the ceiling. An excellent raconteur, he 
is a treasure trove of Bombay history and passionate 
about connecting the present to past but pragmatic 
about the inevitability of change and how heritage 
succumbs to modernisation. 


Madhu Eravankara is an internationally acclaimed film 
critic , film scholar and writerfrom India. Author of 
a dozen books on cinema, he is the recipient of the 
prestigious Indian National Film Award and President’s 
Gold Medal for the Best Book on Cinema. He is a fellow 
of National Film Archive of India and Dept: of Culture, 
Govt.of India. Presently he is Professor & Head, Dept. 
of Film Studies, Malayalam University, Kerala, India. 
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2 MeTTTENIY DIRECTOR - SALVATORE FICARRA & VALENTINO PICONE 
wa ITALY / 2017 / ITALIAN / 92 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 

In the small town, the moment has arrived to elect a new Mayor, where for years 
it was under the corrupt leadership. Now an unlikely opponent comes in the 
form of the mild mannered old professor. With no political background, the 
professor simply wants to give his daughter an alternative to vote for. Against 
all odds he wins, and starts a new age of legality and respect for the rules in 
town. But the citizens of the town have become so used to living amid corruption 
and inefficiency. Are they going to cope with this new age of honest leadership? 
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“ Won Best Film - Italian National Syndicate of Film Journalists | Best Screenplay - 
¥ AWARDS ) Nominated -Golden Ciak Awards | Best Original Story - Won BIFEST 
Mh 
DOP: 
CREW Ferran Paredes =) SALVATORE FICARRA & 
aragnaare Editor : VALENTINO PICONE 
Attilio De Razza, Claudio di Mauro 
Gianluca Passone Sound/Music : Salvatore Ficarra and Valentino Picone started in 1993 
Screenplay : Giovanni Marolla as a comedy trio with Salvatore Borrello, 
Edoardo De performing together on stage as Chiamata 
Angelis, Urbana Urgente. In 1998, after Borrello 
HG) CAST had left the trio the pair began to use = 
Mole their surnames: Ficarra & Picone. In 2000 a= 
Ee Salvatore they made Chiedimi Se Sono Feliceand fF ye 
Fabrizio Testini  Ficarra, two years later they made their acting —- 
Valentino debut in Natistanchi. 
Picone 
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SALANAMEUN AYI 
DIRECTOR - SHIN DONG-SEOK 
KOREA / 2017 / KOREAN / 123 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Sungcheol and Misook are a couple running an interior shop. They lost their son 
Eunchan 6 months ago, who drowned while saving one of his friends, Kihyun. 
One day, Sungcheol witnesses Kihyun, being harassed, and decides to take the 
struggling boy under his wing. His wife, Misook attempts to have another child 
through artificial insemination, but fails. Despite being in despair, she finds solace 
in Kihyun who slowly becomes part of the couple's life. But one day, Kihyun 
confesses a shocking truth behind Eunchan’s death. 
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¥ AWARDS ) Won Best Film - BUSAN IFF(FIPRESCI) 2017 
Sy 


CREW CAST {] SHIN DONG-SEOK 
<< 
Producer: Kim Yeo jin, 
Ato Co.Ltd Choi Moo-Son, Shin Dongseok graduated from the Korean National 
Screenplay : Sung Yoo Bin, University of Arts, majoring in filmmaking. His short 
Shin Dong-Seok Lee David films, A Stirring Rippleand Gahee & B.H, were 
DOP: invited to the Jeonju International Film Festival 
Lee Jihun and Mise-en-scene Short Film Festival. A 
Editor : Stirring Rigplewon the Excellence Award for 


Younglim Lee 
Sound/Music : 
Kim Haewon 


Best Picture at Busan International Short 
Film Festival and Gahee & B.H. won the 
Best Picture Award and the Best Photography 
Award at Mise-en-scene Short Film 
Festival. Last Childiis his first feature film. 
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~y CONTACT: FINECUT CO., LTD. 
NA YURAG@FINECUT.CO.KR 
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A LETTER TO THE 
PRESIDENT 


NAMAI BA RAHIS GOMHOR 


QD GRO & OQ Aacsosr 


DIRECTOR - ROYA SADAT 
AFGHANISTAN / 2017 / DARI / 83 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Sentenced to death for murdering her husband, Soraya writes a long letter to 
her country’s president requesting a special pardon. This letter, which is as long 
as a novel, is repeatedly lost, found and finally reaches the President and First 
Lady. The story told from her perspective graphically describes the reality of 
Afghan women who are desperate to lead their own lives. Meanwhile, her 
children, unaware of sad destiny, play in the garden; if the woman is killed, they 
will be entrusted to the mafia grandfather. A colleague of Soraya, feels guilty 
because it was he who caused this situation. 
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¥ ) Nominated Best Film - Palm Springs IFF (FIPRESCI) | Official Selection - Locarno IFF, 
Sy AWARDS Busan IFF | Official Submission - Oscars (Best Foreign Language Film)-2017. 
CREW a) 
= ROYA SADAT 
Producer : CAST “ , 
Roya Sadat, Roya Sadat is an award winning Afghan producer 
Aziz Deldar and the first woman director in the history of Afghan 
Screenplay : Leena Alam, cinema in the post-Taliban era. She is graduated 
Aziz Deildar Aziz Deldar, from Law and Politics, University of Herat, 
DOP: Mamnoon Asian Film Academy to South Korea. Founder 
Behrouz Badrouj maaeouys of Roya Film House Company. She 
Editor : Me na participated in many International film 
Razi Kashi, Fareid “!YOUD! festival as a member of International Jury. 
Frahmand P Her film 7hree Dots and Playing the Taar 
Sound/Music : has screened at many film festivals. She is 
Zabih Mahdi co-founder & president of the first International 


Women Film Festival Afghanistan. 


yy 
yy 


. 4 € Ot BIF FES ¥ % CONTACT: ASIAN SHADOWS 


ANNE@CHINESESHADOWS.COM 


ASHWATTHAMA 


OBSow 
a @ 


DIRECTOR - PUSHPENDRA SINGH 
INDIA / 2017 / BRAJ /120 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


After bandits raid their home killing his mother, 9-year-old Ishvaku, is sent to 
his uncle's village to start a new life with his cousins. Still in shock and pain, 
Ishvaku tries to cope with his loss by entering an imaginary realm. But the 
difficulties and mysteries of reality won't let him go that easily. 
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%, AWARDS ) Nominated for Best film in New Currents Competition at Busan Film Festival-2017 


CREW {) pusHPENDRA SINGH 


x 
Producer : Sound/Music: 
Sanjay Gulati Ajit Singh Pushpendra Singh studied at the FTII, Pune, where 
Pushpendra Rathore he is now also a visiting faculty. His debut feature as a 
Singh Ajit Singh director Lajwanti premiered at the Berlin Film 
Rathore CAST Festival, 2014. He is also working on his 
Screenplay : documentary Shifting Lines of the Desert(a 
Pushpendra pEErsinen recipient of Busan’s Asian Network of 
ad ievely singh Documentary Fund) which is about an 
os Chitra Sharm extended family of low caste Muslim 
Ravi Kiran Itra Sharma, . 
Ayyagari Sangita Kumari, Musicians in the Thar Desert, Rajasthan. 
Editor : Pushpendra 
Sanjay Tudu Singh 
Ye =), CONTACT: PUSHPENDRA SINGH 
7 % 10° BIFFES & GREATGABBAR@GMAIL.COM 


i) 
BLOCKAGE 
egpeces® 


ASIAN CINEMA 
COMPETITION DIRECTOR - MOHSEN GHARAIE 


IRAN / 2017 / PERSIAN / 82 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Ghasem, an unsympathetic and opportunistic man, works at the Tehran 
Municipality, policing illegal street vendors. But he’s about to be fired for corrupt 
dealings. He’s counting on his wife Akram’s inheritance, to buy a truck. But Akram 
wants to buy a house so they can move from Ghasem’s father’s home. 
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BOCHS. 

Hf Won Best Film - Busan IFF (coveted New Currents Award) | International premiere 
¥ AWARDS ) - Busan IFF | Won best actor - Hamed Behdad @ Celebration of Iranian Cinema 
By Critics and Screenwriters | | Nominated Best Screenplay, Best Actor, Best Editing 

- Saeed Roustayi, Gity Ghasemi & Nader Fallah, Sepideh Abdolvahab @ Fajr FF 
CREW () 
as = MOHSEN GHARAIE 
senna aren EE Born in 1984 in Behshahr, Iran, Mohsen Gharaei 
Screenplay : S holds a BA in Mining Engineering. He started his film 
Saeed Roustayi  Negar Abedi, career as an assistant director in 2006 and he's 
DOP: oes rer been assistant director of some of most 
Morteza Hodaei Fae vans prestigious Iranian filmmakers like Bahram 
Editor : Peete Bayzai, Reza Mirkarimi, Majid Majidi and 
Sepidely Mohsen Abdolvahab. He's been involved 
Abdolvahab 


in casting, editing and line production of a 
number of film projects too. He 
co-directed his first feature film, Dont Be 
Tired/along with Afshin Hashemi and 

ve ay, Blockageis his first independent feature 
vy y film 


8 ¥, 10" BIFFES ¥% 


Sound/Music : 
Reza Mortazavi 


CONTACT: MOHAMMAD ATEBBAI 
INFO@IRANIANINDEPENDENTS.COM 


CRESTED IBIS 


YUAN SHANG 


ASIAN CINEMA 
COMPETITION DIRECTOR - QIAO LIANG 


CHINA / 2017 / MANDARIN / 107 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 

The story begins with Vince Kang, a reporter in Beijing having to go back to his 
hometown to report a crested ibis, one of the national treasures found 
unexpectedly. During the process of pursuit and to hide this ibis, everyone's 
interest is revealed and the scars, both mental and physical were rip up. In 
addition, the environment pollution, an aftermath from China’s development 
pattern, is brought into daylight. The story reveals the living condition of rural 
China and exposes the dilemma of humanity. In the end, Vince had no alternative 
but make a compromise with his birthland. 


BHowod 
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%, AWARDS Golden George Prize for best film at the 39th Moscow International 
~! Film Festival-2017 


CREW {giao Liane 

Producer: 

Duan Peng & CAST Qiao Liang, professor and postgraduate tutor of 
Wing binfeng directing department in Beijing Film Academy. His 
Screenplay : A major works of TV series: Mother Will Marry, 

Li Yong Gao Zifeng, How to Save You My Love, Endless Love in 

DOP: — A See Tokyo. His major works of films: Fly, 

Huang Lian dnt atten, Keelung, My Own Private Deutschland, 

Editor: He Miao, Wan = i 

Zhang Yifan Peilu Crested Ibis. Awarded by various film 


Solid Mucic’ festivals many times. 


Hu Mai, Hao Cong 


y CONTACT: WANG YAO 


9 ¥ 10 BIFFES ¥ GRIMLOCK9Z@163.COM 


EXCAVATOR | 
FORK LANE 


POKEUREIN 
DE SSIIS 


DIRECTOR - JU-HYOUNG LEE 
SOUTH KOREA / 2017 / KOREAN / 92 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 

20 years after discharge from the army, Kim Gang - lis now an excavator driver. 
He is a former paratrooper who was mobilized to suppress the May 18th 
Democratic Uprising in Korea in 1980. One day he accidentally found a skull in 
the ground while driving his excavator. He pays visits to his former superiors 
one by one and realizes they were all both assailants and victims of the times. 
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%, AWARDS ) Winner: Best Director - Tallinn Black Nights Film Festival 2017 


y, 


CREW Cl we- 
CAST = JU-HYOUNG LEE 

Producer : : 
Kim Ki-Duk Film Um Tae-Woong, Lee Ju Hyoung studied at the L’Ecole Européen 
Kim Dong Hoo Kim Kyung-Ik, Supérieure de L'image (EESI) in Angouléme (France), 
Screenplay : Shim Jung-Wan where he shot his first films: the short animation 
Kim Ki-Duk films Death ofa Worm(2004), Le Pot De 
DOP: Terre et de Fer(2008) and Moving 
Choi Seong-Chel Walkaway(2009), the documentary Weve 
aa s Ye Never Seen a Night Which Has Finished by 

oye: vous Reaching a Day(2010). Red Family, written 


Sound/Music : 


SORIVeClINtaa and produced by Kim Ki-Duk, is his first 


feature film and Fork Lanes his latest 
film. 


ia yy 
10 % 10" BIFFES % CONTACT: FINECUT CO., LTD. 


So YURAG@FINECUT.CO.KR 


KIKO BOKSINGERO 


EaC) woTorwsae 


ASIAN CINEMA 
COMPETITION DIRECTOR - THOP NAZARENO 


PHILIPPINES / 2017 / FILIPINO /76 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Kiko, an 11-year-old boy, was left alone with his nanny Diday after the recent 
death of his mother. Longing for family, Kiko reconnects with his estranged 
father, George, a former boxer. Despite Diday’'s misgiving, she gives Kiko a chance 
to spend time with George. She thinks it will help heal Kiko who is still grieving 
from his loss. Filling the gap of the time lost, the father and son bonds through 
their shared love for boxing. Kiko found the father that he longs for. But then, 
is George the father he hoped he would be? 
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Nominated Best Film - Cinemalaya Independent FF ( Balanghai Trophy ) | Won Best 
AWARDS ) Actor - Noel Comia Jr : Cinemalaya Independent FF | Won Best Supporting Actress : 


Cinemalaya Independent FF 


CREW =) THOP NAZARENO 

Producer: Editor : 

James Robin Thop Nazareno Thop Nazareno studied Multimedia Arts at College 

Mayo, Ferdinand Sound/Music : of Saint Benilde - School of Design and Arts and also 

Lapuz Pepe Manikan attended the filmmaking program at Mowelfund 

Screenplay : Film Institute. His short film Eyeba//was | 
Denise O'Hara, @AST nominated for Best Short Feature at the . 

Ash Malanum, Cinemalaya 2014 and Gawad Urian Awards ; 

eee Noel Comia, Jr., 2015. His latest short film, Zope was . | 

Eeaanuel Yayo Aguila, Yul__ invited to compete at the Exground Film * 

Espejo, Jr. Servo, Denise Fest 2016 in Germany and was also | al 
DOP: Soliva, William | nominated as Best Short Feature at the d ~= 
Marvin Reyes Buenavente, Cinema One Originals Film Fest 2016. \ 


Thop also dabbles in film editing. 


~ 


eo yy 
iG SY wy 
i ¥ 10" BIFFES % CONTACT: THOP NAZARENO | y ; 
THOPNAZARENO@GMAIL.COM \ 


MALILA: 
THE FAREWELL FLOWER 
Ow: & Peorser gaioe 
ASIAN CINEMA 


COMPETITION DIRECTOR - ANUCHA BOONYAWATANA 
THAILAND / 2017 / THAI / 94 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


The film is a visual exploration of life of a couple combined with a traditional 
Thai Bai Sri art and Buddhist Philosophy. Pitch and Shane, who once were lovers, 
are trying to heal the pain of their contemporary lives by reviving their old 
romance through the fabricating of the traditional Thai ornament which is made 
of leaves and flowers and symbolizes love and virtue. When Shane finds out that 
Pich is dying, he decides to be a monk forever. The movie, discusses homosexual 
love and Budhist philosophy. 
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¥ AWARDS ) Won Best Film - Busan IFF (Kim Ji-Seok Award ) | Nominated Best Film - Singapore 
My IFF | Won Best Director - Singapore IFF ( Silver Screen Award ) 
CREW =) ANUCHA BOONYAWATANA 
< 
Producer: Waasuthep 
Anucha Ketpetch Born in Nakhon Phanom, a North-Eastern Province 
Boonyawatana, DOP: of Thailand, in 1981, Anucha Boonyawatana is a Thai 
Donsaron Chaiyapruek independent filmmaker and founder of G-Motif 
Kovitvanitcha, Chalermporn- Production, one of the largest video 
John Badalu, panich production company in Thailand. Anucha's 
Kaneenut Editor: thesis film Down the River, combination of 
AUS Ue Cnam eet Buddhist philosophy and Thai art and a 
Dae pean ey ee love story of a gay couple, won Young 
Screenplay : Sound/Music: —/ai Artist Award and has been shown at 
Anucha Chapavich several film festivals. 


Boonyawatana, — Temnitikul 
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(ae CONTACT: REEL SUSPECTS 


% 10" BIFFES ¥ A@REELSUSPECTS.COM 


NIGHT ACCIDENT 


TUNKU KYRSYK 


ae wees 
ASIAN CINEMA 


COMPETITION DIRECTOR - TEMIRBEK BIRNAZAROV 
KYRGYZSTAN / 2017 / KYRGYZ / 90 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Night Accident transforms some very modest ingredients into a heart-stirring 
hymn to the healing power of love and simple human kindness. A 70-years-old 
man, is driving a car aggressively to take revenge, suddenly knocks off a young 
girl. This odd couple of lost souls share an uneasy friendship since that moment. 
Affectionate sentiments start to appear between them while riding a motorcycle 
on a lonely stretch of moonlit highway. 
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cA AWARDS ) Won Best Movie - Tallinn Black Nights FF (Grand Jury prize) 


CREW Oo TEMIRBEK BIRNAZAROV 

Producer: Sound/Music : 

Gulmira Kerimova Asylbek Temirbek Birnazarov graduated from Almaty 
Screenplay : Ozubekov Institute of Theatre and Cinema (1987-93). His first 
Nurif Umuralieva, two short films Don't Cry, Rhinoceros/and ¥ 
Temirbek CAST The Devil's Bridge won awards in J 
Birnazarov Clermont-Ferrand film festival in France. 

DOP: Akylbek His first full-length feature film was 

bee Agee Unknown Route. The Night Accident is 

Editor : ov, Bayish Birnazarov's third full-length feature. 


Ziregul Kubandyk !smanov, Dina ™ 
Kyzy, Kulchoro Jakob, Elmirbek , 
Sydykov. Kubatbekov ‘al 


ty CONTACT: GULBARA TOLOMUSHOVA 


13 10" BIFFES Y GULBARA.0312.KG@GMAIL.COM 


PAATHI 


ASIAN CINEMA 
COMPETITION DIRECTOR - CHANDRAN NARIKODE 


INDIA / 2017 / MALAYALAM / 91 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


“Paathi” is about a person who is utterly and deeply in pain as he has to confront 
the cries of many children in his soul every day; the result of his own actions. 
Set in the background of Theyyam in North Malabar, it is about the serious subject 
of foeticide dealt with utmost intensity emotionally, without losing the seriousness 
of the subject. This is an attempt to bring alive all shapes and shadows when 
such complexities creates adverse situations in life. This is also a film that deeply 
analyses the mysterious journey of gods, god figure and their human counterparts. 
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CREW 9 CHANDRAN NARIKODE 

saree EEE Chandran Narikode has more than 50 

Kunhiveetil documentaries and short films in his credit along with 
Screenplay: Indrans Joy the hundreds of plays. His short films and 

Vijesh Viswam pave documentaries won several awards in 

DOP: A SRE aNieeal different sections. Works like ‘Mashippend 

zoe Kalinga (Ink Pen) and Samarppanam (Dedication) 


B Ajith Kumaar 
Sound/Music : 
Ramesh Narayan 


e 
¥ 


14 41 0 th B | F F ES DHEERAJ_ BALA@YAHOO.COM 


Parvathi T have bagged the Kerala State awards. 

Seema G Nair Paathi(The Half) which tells about the 

ValsalaMenon —_ complexities of human life and 
relationships. 


CONTACT: VINOD KUMAR V V 


PADDAY! 


THE WEST 


WOOD 
(a) 


DIRECTOR - ABHAYA SIMHA 
INDIA / 2017 / TULU / 100 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 

Paddayi is amodern day adaptation of the epic drama, Macbethfrom Shakespeare. 
Madhava and Sugandhi are a newly married couple from the fishing community 
of South India. Their lust for better life and thirst for upward mobility is ignited 
by the prophecies from the spirit that wander the land. Dinesha, owner of the 
fleet gives them new dreams and hopes. But when their life was on a new high, 
Dinesha betrays and takes back what he gave. Now Madhava and Sugandhi are 
determined for a bitter revenge. The story soon turns into a tale of murder and 
regrets. 
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CREW () ABHAYA SIMHA 


x 

Producer : CAST | 
S Nithyananda Abhaya Simha is a Film and Television Institute, 
Pai 5 Pune graduate. His first film 'Gubbachiga// won 
Screenplay : onena ee the National Award for the Best Children’s 
Abhaya Simha Bindu Raxidi, film (2008) and was screened in several 
DOP: chandrahas National and International Film Festival 

J Ullal ational and International Film Festivals. 
Yeu ae P Gopinath Bhat, His second film Sh/kar/too was 


Prashant Pandit Srinidhi Achar, 
Sound/Music : 
Kadri Manikanth 


15 


screened in Kolkatta and Bangalore 
Avinash Rai. International Film Festival. His third 
feature film was Sakkare. 


bc] CONTACT: ABHAYA SIMHA 
s) 
% ABHAYAFTII@GMAIL.COM 
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SUMMER BLOOMS 


SHIGATSU NO NAGAI YUME 


ee. HELOF WORF 
ASIAN CINEMA 
COMPETITION DIRECTOR - RYUTARO NAKAGAWA 


JAPAN / 2017 / JAPANESE / 93 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Hatsumi Takimoto, former teacher, has a secret. Three years after her boyfriend 
died, she encounters a former student and a young artist. In the night of summer, 
she confesses her past. At present, she is working part-time at a local soba 
restaurant. She receives a letter from her lover who died three years ago wrote 
to the first sea. 
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# Won Best Film - Moscow International Film Festival (FIPRESCI Prize, Russian Film 
¥ AWARDS Critics Award - Special Mention) | Official Selection - Taipei International Film 
Sy Festival | Nominated Best Director - Moscow International Film Festival-2017 


CREW =) RYUTARO NAKAGAWA 
Producer: Sound/Music : 

George Wada, Hisaki Kato Born in Kanagawa Prefecture in 1990, Ryutaro 
Takashi Fugimura worked as a poet & wrote his book City of Poetry to 
Hayao Fujimura, @aAST Snow. His movies were awarded at numerous 

Wit Studio independent film festivals. Ca//ingwon the 
Screenplay : : Best Shooting Award at the Boston International 

Rydtar6 Bicone Film Festival. His film Sma// History of 

Meee cares fenrae Raindropswas selected for the New York 

Rei fiers saki, Yumiko City International Film Festival & was part 

Editor : Takahashi, of Tokyo International Film Festival, 

Mayuko Niwa Fumiko Aoyagi — Japan movie splash division. His another 


film Smal History of Love, has also won 
awards. Summer Bloomsis latest 
feature film. 
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A 0 B F F ES % CONTACT: GAGA CORPORATION 


OGURIYMY@GAGA.CO.JP 


THE BOLD, THE 
CORRUPT AND THE BEAUTIFUL c 
Q eee, ra BORE, wom We LsROr 


ASIAN CINEMA 
COMPETITION DIRECTOR - YA-CHE YANG 


TAIWAN / 2017 / MANDARIN / 112 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Madame Tang, who colludes and mediates between the government and the 
private businesses for the benefits of her family. One case does not go according 
to the plan, and an entire family close to Madame Tang fall victim to a gruesome 
murder. Ambition, desire and lust eventually change Tang's relationships with 
her family. 


BHoemed 

amon Bons 3a, BWEDOVB ooze Booed abs bassene Rwds3 
Rredoodaes BOBBE MoMA Hesoe3®. Bod ydood wns wWoms20BGos 
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Won Best Film - Golden Horse Film Festival (Golden Horse Award, Audience Choice 


¢ Award) | Nominated Best Director - Golden Horse Film Festival | Won Best Actor 

¥, AWARDS ) - Kara Hui (Leading Actreess) & Vicky Chen (Supporting Actress) @ Golden Horse 

= Film Festival | Nominated Best Screenplay, Art Direction, Makeup and Costume - 
Ya-che Yang, Penny Tsai, Chia Hui Wang @ Golden Horse Film Festival - 2017. 


CREW {) ya-cHe YANG 
<< 
Producer: CAST 
Wei-Jan Liu Yang Ya-che is a Taiwanese film and television 
Screenplay : i z director. He was nominated for Golden Horse 
Ya-Che Yang Kara Hui, eee Award for Best Director, for Gir/friend, 
DOP: eet ene Boyfriend in 2012 and The Bold, The 
Ko-Chin Chen u Corrupt, And The Beautifulis his latest 
Editor : feature film. 


Chun-Hung Chen 
Sound/Music : 
Blaire Ko 


Ny CONTACT: MANDARIN VISION 


7 § 10 BIFFES % DESMOND@MANDARINVISION.COM 


Sound/Music : 
Walter W. Cikan, 
Marnix 


THE TESTAMENT 


HA EDUT 


ASIAN CINEMA 
COMPETITION DIRECTOR - AMICHAI GREENBERG 


ISRAEL / 2017 / HEBREW / 88 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Yoel, 45, a meticulous historian leading a significant debate against holocaust 
deniers, discovers that his mother carries a false identity. He is an international 
expert in Holocaust research, has spent over fifteen years diligently studying the 
Nazi's methods of annihilating Jews in Austria and Hungary. In the course of his 
research he discovers, almost by chance, classified documents which hint to the 
fact that his mother is living under an assumed identity. Yoel is certain that this 
is a mistake, but the further he plunges into his research the more he doubts 
his mother’s Jewish identity. 


BHomed 

45 Bales cinmen® wosdoodgeod BoBnweGs. WoO eBusae egeode 
erin Boriedahe dod obacdie BSyT00BB DOTA VS 15 Bae 
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AWARDS Won Best Film - Israeli Film Competition Award- Haifa IFF | Nominated for Best 
ly Film - Venice FF - 2017. 


CREW Oo AMICHAI GREENBERG 

Producer : Veenenbos . 2... . 

Yoav Roeh, Aurit Amichai has been writing, directing and 

Zamir CAST producing for TV, film and new-media for 15 years. 
Screenplay : His projects include local as well as 

Amichai : international educational and commercial 

Greenberg hit Pfeffer, ; institutions such as TV channels 1, 2 & 

pop: Rivka Gur Hagit 10, video journal, ZDF, Mandel institute, 

eS Wisin Recah Yad-Vashem and the Spielberg visual 

Gilad TAbee Yaniv. history foundation. 7he Testament, is 


his first feature film. 


CONTACT: AMICHAI GREENBERG 


18 § 10" B IFFES ¥ AMIGOOG@GMAIL.COM 


INDIAN 


CINEMA 
COMPETITION 


INDIAN CINEMA 
COMPETITION 


SYNOPSIS 


Sometimes a distance comes between the relationship of the two on certain 
circumtances. Either consciously or unconsciously, the third one ever enter at 
the gap of the two, says - The mind of a human being is not static. It moves from 


one place to another. 


BSpomd 


ANANYA 


~ 
ORR, 
£2) 
UNPARALLELED 
DIRECTOR - ARUP MANNA 
INDIA / 2017 / ASSAMESE / 99 MIN. 


aad 83 gqdhs Somopnies soxipomd Bowe ives (“Jor te] 
RomMoBsowyss. wad Gapsiodesaondamad quele 


wseapaiode saohdacad 90388 SoBsede ahedde ByeBa 
Bdesaoriaedah. abadays Haodse MQosvoby. wah Hao wsgasowowel 


aowd ZUHod abdgond Yvy semdsdse. 


& Best Film,Best Director,Best Screen Play,Best Cinematography, Best Actor, Best 
%, AWARDS ) Actress, Best Music, Best Editing -2017. 


CREW CAST 


Producer : Ashok Singh, 
Nabomika Chandana 
Borthakur. Sarmah. 
Trinayan Media 

Foundation 

Screenplay : 

Arup Manna 

DOP: 

Arup Manna 

Editor : 

Rhituraj Dutta 

Sound/Music : 

Bijay Nath 
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{) aRup MANNA 
x< 


Arup Manna has diploma in direction, 


cinematography, script writing and fine arts. His 
directorial A/deu has won a National Award and 


was the Official Selection in Indian 
Panorama, IFFI, Goa. His other films are 
Adhyayand Aarohiwhich were screened at 
Munich, Saop Paolo, Singapore, London, 
Canada, Dhaka, Shanghai, Busan, 
Melbourne and Turkey. 


CONTACT: ARUP MANNA 
ARUPMANNA14@GMAIL.COM 


“s 


ANDARKAHINI 


OOMTBSA 


SELF EXILE 
DIRECTOR - ARNAB K MIDDYA 


INDIA / 2017 / BENGALI / 86 MIN. 


INDIAN CINEMA 
COMPETITION 


SYNOPSIS 

This is a saga of womanhood in the correlative context of human relationships 
and complex society. Andarkahini is stitched with four stories of different 
diversities with the core crisis of womanhood. In the film, four women 
protagonists are from four different stories where one character is connected 
to the other three. It symbolizes the very aspect of womanhood as a metaphor. 
With stories and different characters, the film travels through various contours 
of our society to open up the dark hidden aspects of various relationships and 
its complexities. 


BHemed 
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CAST (J 
=< 


CREW ARNAB K MIDDYA 


Producer: Priyanka 


Rana Movies And _ Sarkar, Rajesh 
Entertainment Pvt Sharma, Sayrni 


Ltd Ghosh, Sumit 
Screenplay: Samadder, 
Arnab K Middya Soumitra 
DOP: Chatterjee 
Supriyo Dutta 

Editor : 

Arghyakamal 

Mitra 


Sound/Music : 
Raja ee Deb 


a ¥ 10" BIFFES & 


Arnab K Middya, is an engineer who holds a 
Masters degree in Business Management. He has 
earlier worked with Hindustan Times, National 
Film Development Corporation Ltd. (NFDC). 
Andarakhiniis his directorial debut feature 
film. 


CONTACT: ARNAB K MIDDYA 
ARNABMIDDYA.DIRECTOR@GMAIL.COM 


INDIAN CINEMA 
COMPETITION 


CLINT 
DIRECTOR - HARIKUMAR 


INDIA / 2017 / MALAYALAM / 138 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 

This film is based on the true story of Edmund Thomas Clint, a prodigious child, 
who was born to MT Joseph and Chinnamma Joseph of Alleppey in Kerala in 
May, 1976. The master artist left the world on the 15th of April 1983 a, month 
short of his seventh birthday, leaving behind a treasure of 25000 beautiful 
pictures. 


Bpomd 


ONMOWooH soos dB,0B° Mowowe 088d QB Senna ss. sedva 
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Kolkata International Film Festival International Childrens Film Festival of India 
Dhaka International Film Festival Pune International Film Festival -2017. 


g Awaros _ ) 


CAST {<) 
<4 


CREW HARIKUMAR 


Producer : Unni 


Gokulam Gopalan Mukundan, 
Screenplay: Rima Kallingal, 
KV Mohankumar Master Alok, 
Harikumar Vinay Forrt 
DOP: 

Madhu Ambat 

Editor : 

Vijayashankar 

Sound/Music : 

Ilaiyaraja 
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Harikumar is a senior filmmaker in malayalam 
cinema. He has won a National Award, Kerala State 
Film Award and Filmfare award for his works 
‘Clint’ is his sixteenth feature film. He 


currently serves as the Chairman of K. R. r { = 
Narayanan National Institute of Visual Gs, 
Science & Arts. = eB j = 
| a | 


CONTACT: HARIKUMAR 
SUKRUTHAMHK@YAHOO.COM 


EVENING SHADOWS 


RIO ION DOT” 
INN ROUN EI CURMAFESHAAM 
COMPETITION DIRECTOR - SRIDHAR RANGAYAN 

INDIA / 2018 / HINDI /102 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


In a small town in Southern India, when Kartik, a young gay man, comes out to 
his conservative mother Vasudha, she has no one to turn to dispel her own fears 
and self doubts. She understands her loving son’s truth. She has to find her own 
ways to deal with her intolerant husband Damodar and the unforgiving traditional 
society around her. It is universal story about a mother-son bonding and its 
emotional strength to withstand the ravages of time and the harsh realities of 
our society. 


BHoemed 


AKod oowssAd olnsds so8es*, TommoobwoHboiwsd Sx, Soon 
BwHHMos sar} adsod. Bi, HEN Re8add,ero wHobdavo saw. 
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CREW CAST Oo SRIDHAR RANGAYAN 
Producer : Ananth 
Solaris Pictures | Mahadevan, Sridhar Rangayan is a filmmaker, writer, activist 
Screenplay : Mona and festival director. He has consistently strived to give 
Sridhar Rangayan Ambegaonkar, a voice to social issues in India through his films, _ aaa 
And Saagar Gupta Devansh Doshi, writings and public speaking for over two 
DOP: Arpit decades. His award winning films are 7he 
pubes Das Chaudhary Pink Mirror, Yours Emotionally, 68 Pages, 

itor : 


Purple Skiesand Breaking Free which won 
the National Award for best editing 
(non-fiction) and was part of Indian 
Panorama in 2015. 


Pravin Angre 
Sound/Music : 
Suresh lyer 


2 


CONTACT: SRIDHAR RANGAYAN 


Va 4 
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ISHU 


QR 
INDIAN CINEMA ASST 
COMPETITION DIRECTOR - UTPAL BORPUJARI 
INDIA / 2017 / ASSAMESE / 91 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Happy-go-lucky Ishu’s world in a remote, tribal village in Assam, Northeastern 
India, revolves around his friends or Bhalu, his pet puppy. His days are spent 
with them, and with his favourite aunt, Ambika. But one day, this happy world 
of Ishu turns around as the village quack, in a conspiracy hatched with Ishu’s 
another aunt Bhadreswari, declares Ambika as a witch. Beaten up by the mob 
and her house burnt down, Ambika vanishes, and no one seems to know where 
she is. Will Ishu be able to find her? What happened to Ambika? 


Spemed 
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fe Best Film and Best Director Nomination in Indian Languages Competition at Kolkata 
cA AWARDS ) Iternational Film Festival -2017. 


CREW CAST Oo UTPAL BORPUJARI 

Producer: Kapil Garo, : 

Cfsi Tonthoingham- An M.Tech in Applied Geology from IIT-Roorkee, 
Screenplay : bi Utpal Borpujari won the Swarna Kamal for Best Film 
Utpal Borpujari  Leishangthem Critic at the 50" National Film Awards of India in 
DOP: Devi, Bishnu 2003. '‘Ishu' is his first directorial feature film. 

Sumon Dowerah_ Kharghoria, Borpujari has made several acclaimed 


Editor : Dipika Deka, documentaries, such as Memories ofa 
ASreekar Prasad Monuj Forgotten War, Songs of the Blue Hillsand 


Sound/Music: —Borkotoky ‘ 
Amrit Pritam And Mayong: Mythy/ Reality 


Anurag Saikia 


= i CONTACT: PRAMOD ALPHASO 
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MAYURAKSHI 


WOKS, 
INDIAN CINEMA MAYURAKSHI 
COMPETITION DIRECTOR - ATANU GHOSH 

INDIA / 2017 / BENGALI / 102 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Sushovan, 84, a former professor of History, is presently suffering from dementia. 
His middle-aged son Aryanil visits him, an intimately sensitive man going through 
an unsettling phase in his life. Though deeply attached to his father, Aryanil is 
settled in US, and as such cut off from the soul who shaped his life. Few days 
become more eventful than years and through the process of confrontation with 
aging and destiny, Aryanil has to find an ultimate solution to deal with the present 
mental state of his father and also, to seek peace, hope and sustenance in his 
own life. 


BSHomd 
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CREW CAST {) ataNu cHosH 

<< 
Producer : Soumitra 
Friends Chatterjee, Right from his debut feature film Angshumaner 
Communication Prosenjit Chhobj, the films of Atanu Ghosh have been widely 
Screenplay : Chatterjee, shown in most prominent film festivals across the world. 
Atanu Ghosh Indrani Halder, Winner of numerous national and international 
DOP: Sudipta awards, his works reflect an urge for exploring 
Soumik Halder Chakraborty, unique complexities of human behaviour 
Editor : Gargee Roy 


Sujay DattaRay Chowdhury 
Sound/Music : 
Debojyoti Mishra 
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pitted against the backdrop of rapidly 
changing society. His films are known for 4 
perceptual precision and economy of 


expression. Angshumaner Chhobi is his N 
latest directorial feature film. . x ‘ 


—— 


yy CONTACT: ATANU GHOSH 


C =) 
M4 10% BIFFES M4 ATANUGSH@GMAIL.COM 
Ye 


MURAMBA 


BI TOO’) 

INDIAN CINEMA MAINVEYN 

COMPETITION DIRECTOR - VARUN NARVEKAR 
INDIA / 2017 / MARATHI / 128 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 

This film is a story of ‘Deshmukhs’ who belong to Pune. Their only son Alok, has 
been in a relationship with Indu since the last 4 years.This is a story about how 
parents in today’s times respect and understand their children’s’ relationships. 
Alok, though reluctantly, opens up about his relationship with Indu. He shares 
the ups and downsin his life life to his parents and over the course realizes that 
like his friends, his parents too are capable of still understanding him. This light- 
hearted film makes both the generations realize the differences in dealing with 
relationships and makes them appreciate the difference. 


BSpomd 
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& NOMINATED FOR ZEE GAURAV AWARDS ZEE CINE AWARDS REGIONAL CATEGORY 
%, AWARDS ) INDIAN PANAROMA MAHARASHTRA TIMES -2017 
CREW CAST () VARUN NARVEKAR 

>< 
Producer : Mithila Palkar, 
Dashami Studioz Amey Wagh, Varun Narvekar is an Indian screenwriter 
Huge Productions Sachin and director who started his career as a writer 
Pratisad Khedekar, for a short film titled Od (2014). He later 
Screenplay : Chinmayee worked as an assistant director for 7he 
Varun Narvekar Sumeet Bright Day(2015). Muramba, is his 
DOP: debut directorial feature film. 
Milind Joag 
Editor : 
Vishal Bate 


Sound/Music : 
Hrishikesh Datar 
Saurabh Bhalerao 


N CONTACT: DASHAMI STUDIOZ LLP 


ve = 
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va 


PATHIRAKALAM 


WoZTTOO 
De eS NOCTURNAL TIMES 
COMPETITION DIRECTOR - PRIYANANDANAN 
INDIA / 2017 / MALAYALAM / 132 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Being an endless journey through tyranny, despair poverty, the film calibrates 
the dimensions of Kafkaesque world remains in our world. The film's findings, 
as of all seekers findings, shows hollowness of the system built up by a caucus 
of corporates, and power politicians which manifests itself by military and police 
to the poor and innocent. 


Bpemd 
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ie Nominated in Kolkatta international film festival for Main international competition 
¥ AWARDS section, Jaipur international film festival for Main international competition section, 
a) ee . A nee . FS 
Bt Official selection in Serendipity Arts festival in Goa -2017 
CREW CAST Oo PRIYANANDANAN 
Producer : Mythili . ‘ a . a 
Aaj Films Priyanandanan is from Vallacira in Thrissur District, 
Screenplay : Kerala, his debut film, 7e Weaver, bagged three State 
P.N Gopikrishnan Awards and National Award for Best Actor. It 
DOP: also screened at International film festival of . 
Aswaghoshan Kerala. His second film - Tiger Life, was > 
Editor : selected as the best film in India in 2006. 


Nobin Thomas 
Sound/Music : 
Krishnakumar, 
Sunil Kumar P.K 


Other films also got national as well as ia ad 
international acclamation and awards. 


Pathirakalamis his latest feature film. 


CONTACT: PRIYANANDANAN 
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INDIAN CINEMA 
COMPETITION 


SYNOPSIS 


PIMPAL 


ROMO 


PIMPAL 
DIRECTOR - GAJENDRA AHIRE 


INDIA / 2017 / MARATHI / 92 MIN. 


Arvind, a retired widower, has been living alone in his apartment in Pune. He 
follows a routine that includes video chatting with his children and grandchildren 
in America. One day, Arvind has a fall in the bathroom. He's fine but his children 
are adamant that he has to move to the US. With a heavy heart, Arvind agrees. 
As he is packing his belongings, he comes across an old letter that his mother 
had written to him. He had made a promise to her. A promise that he was never 


able to fulfil... 


BHoemed 
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y Seleted for INDIAN PANORAMA section at IFFI-Goa, 2017. 
%, AWARDS ) 


CREW CAST 
Producer: Dilip 
Blackberry Prabhavalkar, 
Movies Priya Bapat, 
Screenplay : Kishore Kadam 
Gajendra Ahire 

DOP: 

Krishna Soren 

Editor : 


Kutub Inamdar 
Sound/Music : 
Narendra Bhide 
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i) 
= GAJENDRA AHIRE 
Gajendra Ahire has directed over 40 films including 
“Not Only Mrs Raut’ and Shevri, both of which won 
National Awards for Best Marathi Film. Anumati 
won the Best Film at the 2013 New York India 
Film Festival and Postcara'was a Best 
Director nominee at the 2014 New York 
India Film Festival. He has received 17 
Maharashtra State Awards for direction, 
screenplay, dialogues and lyrics for his 
films Sariwar Sari, Vasudev Balwant 
Fadke, Vitthal Vitthal, etc.. 


CONTACT: DEEPAK KUMAR 
DEEPAK@DEEPAKKUMARFILMS.COM 


INDIAN CINEMA 
COMPETITION DIRECTOR - DEEPESH T 


INDIA / 2017 / MALAYALAM / 83 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Darkness and light severed them onto two separate paths. Later, they journeyed 
together on one path. 


Booed 
Boo ae sew adae wove werbss. Josd adwe aode HoHoides 
Bobedmsss. 
ee KOLKATHA INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL, BOMBAY FILM FESTIVAL, DELHI FILM 
%, AWARDS ) FESTIVAL -2017 
CREW CAST (J DEEPESHT 
<< 
Producer : Niranjan, 
Ramya Raghavan Ramya, Deepesh T is an Indian filmmaking practitioner 
Screenplay : Raghavan, from Kerala. He was born in the year 1976. He is an 
Valsalan Abhinand artist and a teacher. Swnamis his latest 
Vathussery directorial feature film. 
DOP: 
Rajith 
Editor : 
Viji Abraham 
Sound/Music : 
Harikumar 


a yy CONTACT: DEEPESH T 
\ 
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TAKE OFF 


Sem? ome 

INDIAN CINEMA Bares 

COMPETITION DIRECTOR - MAHESH NARAYANAN 
INDIA / 2017 / MALAYALAM / 132 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Nurse Sameera, divorced mother of an 8 year old boy, makes the difficult decision 
to take up a job in war-torn Iraq owing to financial liabilities. 7ake O/fportrays 
not just the struggle for survival and escape from a war torn country, also 
underpins the quest for meaningful existence of human beings amidst adverse 
circumstances. 


Bpemd 
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& Best Actress at IFFI Special Jury Mention at IFFI -2017 
%, AWARDS ) 


CREW Cae aie = 9 MAHESH NARAYANAN 
Producer: 

Anto Joseph Film Mahesh Narayanan, after completing his 
Company graduation from FTII, Pune, started off as an advert 
Screenplay : CAST Editor. He quickly progressed to documentaries, 
Mahesh ; short films followed by features. His editorial 
Narayanan Pv Parvathi debut, Rathrimazha, bagged National award 

Shaji Kumar ee i for the best director and five Kerala State 

oor isis eae Awards. 7ake Off is his directorial debut. 

Varghese Boban Asif 

Editor: Aliprakash 

Mahesh Belwadi 

Narayanan Alencier Eric 


= “ CONTACT: BANDHU PRASAD 
30 A O* BIFF ES BANDHUPRASAD@GMAIL.COM 


INDIAN CINEMA 
COMPETITION DIRECTOR - CHEZHIYAN RA 
INDIA / 2017 / TAMIL / 99 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 

To Letis the story of a couple with a child which takes place in 2007 in the Indian 
city of Chennai which is experiencing a real estate boom as a result of an 
exponential development of the IT sector. The owner of their house hikes their 
rent which makes their living uncomfortable. They have only thirty days to find 
new house with their modest middle-class income. On their moped, they start 
a race against time and all kinds of prejudice. 


BHoemed 
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¥ Best Film Award in Kolkata IFF - 2017. 
¥, AWARDS _ ) 


CREW CAST {) cHEZHIVAN RA 

<< 
Producer: Santhosh : 
La Cinema Sreeram, Chezhiyan is an Indian filmmaker, writer, poet and 
Screenplay : Susheela,Dhar- cinematographer, who works primarily in the Tamil 
Chezhiyan Ra un film industry. After completing his Civil 
DOP: Engineering degree, he started his career as a 
Chezhiyan Ra cinematographer. Chezhiyan's camera-work 
Editor : in Paradesi(2013), won the ‘Best 


Sreekar Prasad 
Sound/Music : 
Tapas Nayak 


cinematography’ award at the 2013 
London Filmmakers Film Festival. He is 
also an author of a series of books about 
cinema titled Ulaga Cinema (World 
Cinema) in Tamil. 


CONTACT: CHEZHIYAN RA 


31 ¥ 10" BIFFES ¥ CHEZHIAN6@GMAIL.COM 


UBUNTU 


WV200839 

INDIAN CINEMA ARNT 

COMPETITION DIRECTOR - PUSHKAR SUDHAKAR SHROTRI 
INDIA / 2017 / MARATHI / 114 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 

Ubuntu is a story of a tiny school of a small village in Maharashtra; of it’s students 
and their intense desire for education. In the small place allotted by the 
Grampanchayat, Shelke Master is trying hard to add value to the life of handful 
children of the village. But there comes a day when the school is about to shut 
down due to very poor attendance. In the absence of Shelke Master, his students 
shows tremendous courage to restart their school. 


BHowd 

shaomge Megrgebdaies 3geo BBodeesoed ecdedye ed qenen0adss 
H@Brobs aoc tesosoh ss evanoea. se Zod} Nesbwoeoobs 
Adesddrd, shoard wo&s. wByod womorides ago Borin sesva 
BPe rar, Bone sosod Isaioyo® Zeoad8ngd. wd soedri 
DoAOe ne HowBodo38 SAaHoiD soe Zesodab, aooedned BOSS 
Sidnedss. Idaiogyo* wrdwvsSobe Sg seabeesow sowod 
DDD Tie zodabar, eourssogen wBroevoesasal.e VsaDSos. 


y Best Film on Social Issue in Sangli IFF -2017 
¥, AWARDS _ ) 


CREW CAST =) PUSHKAR SUDHAKAR SHROTRI 
Producer: Sarang Sathe, : 

Fable Factory Shashank Pushkar has produced and directed a feature 
Screenplay : Shende, film Haay Kaay... Naay Kaaywith Prasad Oak. He 
Pratima Kulkarni Umesh Jagtap, has conceptualised, produced and directed 
DOP: Bhagyashree corporate films and television 

Suman Sahu Shankpal, commercials. Ubuntuis his latest 

Editor: Kanha Bhave, directorial feature film. 

Apurva Motiwale Atharva Padhye 

And Aashish 

Mhatre 


Sound/Music : 
Anmol Bhave, 
Kaushal Inamdar 


CONTACT: PUSHKAR SUDHAKAR SHROTRI 
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KANNADA 


CINEMA 
COMPETITION 


KANNADA CINEMA 
COMPETITION 


J 
= T S NAGABHARANA 
T.S. Nagabharan. National Award winning 
Indian director and screenwriter jas won several 
national and international acclaim for 20 of his 
‘annada films that he has directed over 
four decades. The director started his 
career in 1978 with Grahana and since 


then has directed films like Banker 
yya (1983), Aasphota (1987), Santha 


CONTACT: T S NAGABHARANA 
SHRUTHALAYA@GMAIL.COM 


-BETI 


23¢e83 


KANNADA CINEMA 
COMPETITION DIRECTOR - P SHESHADRI 


INDIA / 2017 / KANNADA / 101 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


The film is a story of Salma. The protogonatist is both male and female, as she 
goes through gender change. ‘Beti’ is the story of the victory of Salma. It dispels 
the myth that gender discrimination has religious sanctions and cultural 
intolerance. 


BSoomd 
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an weednnts aves, abs) wad ivobd ed 20m evmood Bemsod. 
Mdeabon® qdvddr deabdivi do@ddes Soweaad aoa. seri Ba 
BOQ, Doan eh adeerdse’. wid ad sds, wderi Haris ga 
Hosoor hss. abr} nose FAokG aseabon® abit adi,8 avowen aedesor 
aoxsod &Bodde agen LewowWsos. wr} evo0Oa3 ampownA0Bd wos aowd 
Doone Beaders PdIAS.wos Bea) B98 ow sodeoy Nend Howse} 
Boos som@do8H. oda, avoon® ashyOe noch SusBew=sed. sdoies 
MPeadwn® abrivae,, SossobaAn, ahsowdso. 


CREW CAST () psnesnanrl 
Producer : Siri, 
Basant Meera, A postgraduate in Kannada Literature and a 
Productions Baby Revathi, diploma holder in journalism, after a short stint as 
Screenplay : KG Krishna Journalist, he entered Film land in 1990 as 
P Sheshadri Murthy Screenplay and dialogue writer. In 1995 he 
DOP: became Independent Director of Television 
ey R serials, Documentaries and Tele films. His 
itor : 


BS Kemparaj 
Sound/Music : 
Pramod Sapre 
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maiden effort as Director of feature film 
MUNNUDI (A Preface) in the year 2000 
has brought him great applause for his 
sensitive approach to cinema and was 
also hailed as a landmark film. 


BASANTCO@GMAIL.COM 
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COMPETITION 


OQ SRINATH VASISTHA 
>< 


CONTACT: SRINATH VASISTHA 
SRINATHVASISTHA@GMAIL.COM 


HEBETTU RAMAKKA ~~ 


— —. 
sift, maby 


DIRECTOR - N R NANJUNDE GOWDA 
INDIA / 2017 / KANNADA / 144 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 

The film aims at showing how an uneducated, village woman's intelligence, 
dedication, and honesty provides a suitable opportunity for the oppressed people 
of a village to succeed. The film deals with the struggle of Ramakka, the 
protoganist, to overcome male domination in the society. 


BHoemd 

Bywen oowmbsaay, wd Hos sepdoswsoabs somos Ved remo. 
wrgdsoind coabgdah, dedadeden ade ree sbomdsed. wae 
Bone wae Hos sdeSohe eavs AdmdIdTeN. qd60d wed Se80d 
wsieniaad, cows amodxsesorbss. oH elese.] Beied ane 
whsedsind, MobBoineiBavssEow@ ones SeSaxde9 PHageodsy Wrhsges. 
888 Sader Bi, d.0. soosde coaby &ub-adedah, sus wsusdes 
BHBE DANLSBOOW aerowoeo0nSode9 eucial Bageody Bon Ho@ 
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CREW CAST Oo NR NANJUNDE GOWDA 
Producer: Devarj, Taara : i 
S A Puttaraju Anuradha, N.R. Nanjunde Gowda hails from Hassan District, 
Screenplay : Hanumanthe the Malnad region of Karnataka. After graduation, he 
NR Nanjunde Gowda, Sunny began his career as a correspondent for a 
Gowda And Others. couple of daily papers. His first independent 
DOP: directorial venture was in 1989 with the 
B Satish feature film Sankranti. The film bagged the 
ee Se State Awards for ‘ Best Film’, ‘Best Director 
cas arall es 2 ‘Best Actress ‘ and ‘Best Story’. Hebbettu 
Sound/Music : ae : : 
PancnaChanna Ramakkais his latest directorial feature 
Tejasvi film. 


Zs CONTACT: N R NANJUNDE GOWDA 
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37 Al 0 th B ] F F ES M4 NRNGOWDA14@GMAIL.COM 
= 


KANNADA CINEMA 
COMPETITION 


filmmakir 
than thr 
and produce 
So far he has 


CONTACT: KODLU RAMAKRISHNA 
KODLU_RAMSS9@YAHOO.COM 


MOOKA HAKKI 


metas, 


DIRECTOR - MANJUNATH N 
INDIA / 2017 / KANNADA / 118 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 

A film that has encapsulated the bonding, love, affection of three siblings who 
belong to a nomadic community and their livestock, who are on a journey, in 
search of livelihood. But, has not forgotten to capture the humiliation and 
hardship that they go through in this process. The movie has also taken up the 
current issue of cow slaughter in India. 


Spemd 

snedadaddtah, s@xda wed ameoridsd 83. 76 duoh. wm ads) 
Seh,eoOt} DoTAdSeV. ao now sodwesh wae ababdsd 
AdolnWHH. deed avwand, saws neded wdoinaei we eveda 
abwmeb0olea TPHob sheds Sean Howson. wH0G Gerive SHbs0w 
weno moor} Beerbso’. aah, doed avadd dos qddd sdari 
BeaPdodowd wnko BgodbAD0A wm Bnenaad Bosom) acdayde an. 
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wddm, BOmdSesord Sewdses. sid ody wand seeds 6a 
Borda, sarin Saba, wevode eta) TPO wvodeo Bod@sov. 
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CREW CAST =) MANJUNATH N 

Producer: Pooja S M, 

Chandrakala T Sampath Manjunath N is an upcoming Kannada 
Rathod Kumar, Master filmmaker. He has worked as an assistant and 
Manjunath H Naik Nishanth, associate director in many Kannada films 
Screenplay : Satish Kumar, and also acted in some Kannada films. 
Satish Kumar MK Mutt Mooka Hakkiis his first directorial 

Ramya feature film. 

DOP: 

H K Chidanand 

Editor : 

Sujith Naik 


Sound/Music : 
Manikanth Kadiri 


yy CONTACT: MANJUNATH N 
\ 


39 Al 0 th B l F F ES . KODAGUMANJU@GMAIL.COM 


ag 


KANNADA CINEMA 
COMPETITION 


BARAGURU RAMACHANDRAPPA 


Baraguru Ramachandrappa, is a well known 

nnada v , filmm nd social thinker. 

written more than 30 books and directed 
for his literature 


n multiple awards for his films. His 


hav cured national 
awards and international recognition. 
His feature film Shanti with only one 
artist entered the Guinn eco. 
Book. Mooka Nayakais his latest 
feature film. 


CONTACT: BARAGUR RAMACHANDRAPPA 
BARAGUR1947@GMAIL.COM 


KANNADA CINEMA 
COMPETITION 


i) 
= K SHIVARUDRAIAH 
K Shiv 
filmmak 
1999. His other film 
aru and many other 
S een 


CONTACT: SHIVARUDRAIAH K 
ANILMNAIDU@GMAIL.COM 
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COMPETITION 


AASIF KSHATHRIYA 
s< 
Aasif Kshathriya is an engineer turned 
filmmaker. Neeru Thandavaru is his directorial 
debut. 


CONTACT: NIDASALE M PUTTASWAMAIAH 
NIDASALEP@GMAIL.COM 


KANNADA CINEMA 
COMPETITION 


=) GANGADHAR KIRODIAN 


CONTACT: 
SHREYA_ 


KANNADA CINEMA 
COMPETITION 


ADARSH H ESHWARAPPA 


filmmaker 


has mad 


CONTACT: ADARSH H ESHWARAPPA 
ADARSH.ESHWARAPPA@GMAIL.COM 
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COMPETITION 


J NIKHIL MANJOO 
>< 


< 


Nikhil if Kannada filmmaker. 
feature films in Kannada language. 
He has won a National Award and five Karnataka 
State Film Award. ervation' is his 
directorial feature film. 


CONTACT: NIKHIL MANJOO 
PRADEEPHISTORY@GMAIL.COM 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


POPULAR DIRECTOR - CHETHAN KUMAR 
ENTERTAINMENT INDIA / 2017 / KANNADA / 157 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Aromantic action drama about the life of an easygoing youngster named Surya, 
whose life suddenly takes unexpected turns. In this journey he meets three 
women along the way who will change his life forever. 


BHened 
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CREW CAST =) CHETHAN KUMAR 

Producer: Dhruva Sarja, . A 

R Srinivas Rachita Ram, Chethan is an Indian film Director, who has worked 
Screenplay : Haripriya, predominantly in Kannada movie industry. 

Chethan Kumar  Saikumar, He was born in Kollegal, Karnataka. 'Bharjari' is 

DOP: Sudharani his second directorial feature film. 

Shreesha 

Kuduvalli 

Editor : 


Deepu S Kumar 
Sound/Music : V 
Harikrishna 


CONTACT: KSDUSHYANTH@GMAIL.COM 


a § 10" BIFFES ¥ 


POPULAR 


ENTERTAINMENT 


SYNOPSIS 


wee 


DIRECTOR - SIMPLE SUNI 
INDIA / 2017 / KANNADA / 145 MIN. 


Kush, a gynaecologist refuses his family’s wish to get married as he’s afraid of 
losing his freedom and his personal space. He’s thus married to Khushi forcibly. 
an innocent girl while acting as if he is also an innocent guy in front of her family. 
She seems to be just the gullible wife. To ensure this, he continues to live his 
playful life post marriage. 


BHemed 


aay 22) ge Bren 3a, hadvainds sx, MBSOSs Beehaas3 aowd 
doedsd ee shdodbeidd (aeeae Bend, acsecceed Sanrin aiobadmd, 
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CREW CAST 


Producer: Ganesh, 
T.R.Chandrashekar Rashmika 
Crystal Park Cinemas Mandanna, 
Screenplay : Sadhu Kokila, 
Suni, Abhishek Raghuram D P 
Savalagi, 

Venkatesh Sharma 

DOP: 

Santhosh Rai Pathaje 

Editor : 

Manu Shedgar 

Sound/Music : 

Judah Sandhy 
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Oo 


Narsimhaiah Sunil Kumar known by his screen 
name Suni, is an Indian film director, producer, lyricist 
and screenwriter kick started his career with 
Janumada Gelathj, where he worked as an 
assistant director under Dinesh Baboo. 
Subsequently focus shifted to a few short 
films, but when he decided to go 
independent, what came his way was 
Simple Agi Ondh Love Story. Suni began 
his production house named Suvin 
Cinemaas. 


SIMPLE SUNI 


CONTACT: SUNICINEMAS@GMAIL.COM 


HARI SANTHOSH 
4 


Hari Santosh is an emerging young Kannada 
filmmaker. He won Karnataka State Film 
Award for his debut movie A/emari. 


College Kumar is his latest directorial 
feature film. 


=) S. KRISHNA 


S. Krishna an Indian cinematographer and film 
director who primarily works in Kannada films. He 
gave a new dimension for cinematography 
through his breath taking visuals in 
Mungaru Malewhich is considered as a 
romantic cult classic. When he was at 


his peak of his career as a 
cinematographer he challenged 
himself to be a director. He directed 
Gajakesari & Hebbullis his latest 
directorial feature film. 


CONTACT: S KRISHNA 
KRISHDOP@GMAIL.COM 


=) NARTHAN 


Narthan is a film lyric writer, screenwriter, 
director who works in Kannada film industry. 
Muftiis his debut feature film. 


CONTACT: NARTHAN 
NARTHANSCREATIVE@GMAIL.COM 


a 


=) RAJ B SHETTY 


Raj B Shetty, a former Rj, Ad filmmaker, now a 
full time film maker based out of Mangalore, he 
is also a curious observer & has an eye for 
details. He worked as an RJ in Big Red 
FM in Mangalore. He started his 
journey into the visual medium with a 


short film called, Sumne Namagyake. 
Ondu Motteya Kathe is his debut 
feature film. 


CONTACT: RAJ B SHETTY 
BIGRJRAJ@GMAIL.COM 
WHATNEXTPAWAN@GMAIL.COM 


RAAJAKUMARA 
DOWD AaIOo 


POPULAR DIRECTOR - SANTHOSH ANANDDRAM 
ENTERTAINMENT INDIA / 2017 / KANNADA / 148 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Siddharth, aka Appu, is the ideal NRI, taking care of his father’s business and 
fighting for his native country’s pride. He falls in love with Nandini, a salsa 
instructor, and all seems to be going great. But, a tragedy brings him back to his 
roots in India and he uncovers a problem related to his family that he resolves 
to set right. 


BHened 
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CREW CAST =) SANTHOSH ANANDDRAM 
Producer: Puneeth 

Vijay Kiragandur Rajkumar, Priya Santhosh Ananddram is an Indian film lyric 
Hombale Films Anand, Ananth writer, screenwriter, director who works in 
Screenplay : Nag, Sarath Kannada cinema. He started his film career 
Santhosh Kumar as a lyric writer through Rocky. He then 
Ananddram assisted Harsha in script, dialogues and 

DOP: ' direction departments for Chingari. 

ee Aig) Mr. & Mrs. Ramachari(2014) is his 


debut feature film. Rajakumara is his 


SIM Sitekash directorial feture film. 


Sound/Music : 
V. Harikrishna, 
Devi Sri Prasad 


CONTACT: HOMBALE FILMS 


V4 it 
53 ¥ h N CONTACT@HOMBALEGROUP.COM, 
41 0 : B I F F ES ¥ SANTOSH.YA@GMAIL.COM 


TARAK 
Soe 


POPULAR DIRECTOR - PRAKASH 
aNpiaraeNitilaknay |NDIA / 2017 / KANNADA /145 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


NRI Tarak is an orphan and the grandson of Bengaluru-based businessman, who 
is also named Tarak. He gradually falls in love with Meera, a selfless romantic 
girl who lives for the happiness of othes just like what her name alludes to. When 
she challenges him to test their love, do they emerge victorious? 


BSoomd 
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CREW CAST (] 
= PRAKASH 

Producer : Darshan, Sruthi 
Lakshana Hariharan, Prakash is a Kannada film maker, He came to 
Dushyanth | Sri Shanvi Kannada film industry renouncing Investment 
Chowdeshwari _ Srivastava, banker job in United Kingdom. He entered 
Cine Creations Devraj Kannada film industry as a director and my 
Screenplay : script-writer with movie Ahushi. His 4 _ 
Prakash, M.S. other notable movies are Mi/ana, ¢ = 
eae Vamshi. Tarakis his latest directorial r* 3 
A.V. Krishna Kumar feature film. 
Editor : Sachin ¢ 
Sound/Music : 
Arjun Janya 


we CONTACT: PRAKASH.JRM@GMAIL.COM 
¥ 
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9 SEBASTIAN LELIO 


After studying journalism for one year at Andrés 
Bello National University, Lelio graduated from the 
Chilean Film School He has directed many short 
films and musical videos.In 2005, his debut 
feature film La Sagrada Familia (The Sacred 
Family) premiered at the San Sebastian 


International Film Festival. ‘A Fantastic 
woman' screened in over one hundred 
festivals and received a number of 
national and international awards. Gloria 
(2013) was his previous feature film. 


CONTACT: FUNNY BALLOONS 
FESTIVALS@FUNNY-BALLOONS.COM 


SYNOPSIS 


A GENTLE CREATURE 


KROTKAYA 


D WOKS? seeso® 


DIRECTOR - SERGEI LOZNITSA 
FRANCE / 2017 / RUSSIAN / 143 MIN. 


One day, a woman receives the parcel she sent to her incarcerated husband 
some time earlier. Confused and deeply concerned, she decides to go to the 
prison in a remote area of Russia, to seek information. So, she begins the story 
of a journey rife with humiliations and violence, the story of an absurd battle 
against an impenetrable fortress. 


Bpomd 
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we Nominated Best Film - Cannes FF, Asia Pacific Screen Awards, Munich FF, 2017. 
%, AWARDS _) 


CREW CAST 
Producer : Vasilina 

Slot Machine Makovtseva, 
Screenplay : Valeriu 

Sergei Loznitsa  Andriuta, Sergei 
DOP: Kolesov, 

Oleg Mutu Dimitry 

Editor : Bykovsky 
Danielius 


Kokanauskis 
Sound/Music : 
Vladimir 
Golovnitski 
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SERGE! LOZNITSA 


= 


Re 


film 


CONTACT: PR 
PRASADKHATU@G 


SAD KHATU 
IL.COM 


=) DIEGO LERMAN 


Diego Lerman was born in Buenos Aires. He 
studied sound and design at the University of Buenos 
Aires, and drama at the Municipal School of 
Dramatic Arts. He is the director of the P 
features Suddenly (02), Meanwhile (06), The & 
Invisible Eye (10), and Refugiado (14). A 


Sort of Family (17) is his latest film. P) 


CONTACT: FILM FACTORY 
MANONGFILMFACTORY.ES 


=) HOMAYOUN ASSADIAN 


Homayoun Asadian, is an Iranian filmmaking 
practitioner, he began his artistic activities in 1974 with 
Center for Intellectual Development of Children and 
Adolescents and attending classes & making 
movies in 8 mm film. In 1978 he entered the 
Faculty of Dramatic Arts & began studying 


theater. After the Cultural Revolution he was 
unable to continue his studies. His 


professional theater work began with the 
photographic film 'High School’ & he then 
directed his first film ‘Bite’ in 1994, 


CONTACT: MOHAMMAD ATEBBAI 
INFO@IRANIANINDEPENDENTS.COM 


=) EITAN ANNER 


Director, Screenwriter Eitan Anner was born 
in Jerusalem in 1969. He is a Graduate from the 
Sam Spiegel School of Film and Television. 
Known for His Works 'Very Quiet Heart’, 
‘Love and Dance’, 'Poker Face', 
‘Shadow of Your Smile’, ‘Bambi Jumps 


into the Water’, 'Ricky Ricky' and 
'Texi Driver’. 'A Quiet Heart’ is his 
latest feature film. 


CONTACT: ISRAEL CONSULATE GENERAL 
INFO@BANGALORE.MFA.GOV.IL, 
TRADE-ASSISTANT@BANGALORE.MFA.GOV.IL 


= ANNARITA ZAMBRANO 


Annarita Zambrano was born in Rome and now 
lives in Paris. She has directed several short films 
which were selected in various international 
festivals: In 2013, she directed for Rai and ‘ 
Ciné +, 'The Black Soul of the Cheetah’, 
documentary that analyzes with a 


political dimension the head of work of 
Luchino Visconti. ‘After the war' is her 
first feature film. 


CONTACT: PYRAMIDE FILMS INTERNATIONAL 
DISTRIBUTION@PYRAMIDEFILMS.COM 
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“ALI, THE GOAT 
AND IBRAHIM 


ALI MIZAH WA IBRAHIM 


0O, B Racer wow? QrwaWvo 
DIRECTOR - SHERIF ELBENDARY 
EGYPT / 2016 / ARABIC / 97 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Ali loves a goat called ‘Nada’. Ibrahim, a depressed sound engineer who hears 
voices he cannot decipher. Ali’s mother drags him to a healer, who gives Ali 
stones to throw into the water so that he will be healed. At the healer’s place, 
Ali meets Ibrahim, who has been given similar stones. In order to throw the 
stones into the sea, Ali, his beloved goat and Ibrahim embark on a journey along 
the shores of Egypt, and it turns into a voyage of friendship and self-discovery. 


Booed 
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AWARDS ) Won Best Actor - Ali Subhi : Dubai IFF ( Muhr Award ) - 2017 
4) 


CREW =) SHERIF ELBENDARY 


Producer : Sound/Music : 
Hossam Elouan, Ahmed El Sawy 
Titus Kreyenberg, 

Guillaume De 

Seille CAST 
Screenplay : 

Ibrahim El Batout, Ali Sobhy, 
Ahmed Amer Ahmed Magdy, 


DOP: Osama Abo 
Amr Farouk El-Ata, Nahed El 
Editor : Sebai, Salwa 


Emad Maher Mohamed Aly, 
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Asser Yassin 


CONTACT: LOCO FILMS 


§ 10" BIFFES ¥ INTERNATIONAL@LOCO-FILMS.COM 


O VIVIAN QU 


Vivian Qu is an independent Chinese filmmaker. 
Upon returning to China after studying visual arts in 
New York, she started working as producer in 
contribution to the independent film 
community in China. Her producer credits 
include Knitting (2008), Night Train (2007) 


and Black Coal, Thin Ice (2014). Qu was 
the first female filmmaker from China to 


compete in Venice Film Festival with her 
debut feature Trap Street (2013). Angels 
Wear White is her sophomore feature. 


CONTACT: WILD BUNCH 
FESTIVAL@WILDBUNCH.EU 


APPENDIX 


APANDIS 


BOB 
n 


DIRECTOR - HOSEIN NAMAZI 
IRAN / 2017 / PERSIAN / 84 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Due to severe abdominal pain, Zari and her husband, Reza, go to the hospital. 
However, Zaris insurance ID has expired and they are forced to borrow her friend 
Leila Attarod’s ID. Eventually, she undergoes appendectomy using Leila’s ID and 
the staff at the hospital suspect about this matter. 


BHomd 
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L . ‘i 
NA Won the best screenplay award - Hosein Namazi : Montreal World 
NA AWARDS ) Film Festival - 2017 


CREW CAST 


3 HOSEIN NAMAZI 
Producer : Anahita 
Maghsoud Jabbari Nemati, Amir 
Screenplay : Ali Danaei, Reza 
Hosein Namazi — Akbarpour, 
DOP: Pardis 
Mehdi Ilbeygi Manouchehri, 
Editor : Marjan 
Emad Momeni, 


Khodabakhsh Mohammad Ali 
Sound/Music: _ Kiani. 
Payam Azadi 
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=) MICHEL FRANCO 


Franco Michel was born on 1979 at Mexico City. He 
studied in Communications at the Universidad 
Iberoamericana in Mexico City and accredited 
course in Film Direction at the New York Film 
Academy and made his name by directing 
ads & Pop Films. In 2009, he wrote and 


directed his first feature film ‘Daniel and 
Ana’ which was selected for Directors’ 


Fortnight at Cannes Film Festival, His 
second fulHength film ‘After Lucia’ screened at 
many international film festivals. 


CONTACT: MK2 FILMS 
INTLFEST@MK2.COM 


CINEMA OF THE 
WORLD 


SYNOPSIS 


BALLAD FROM TIBET 


TIAN LAI MENG XIANG 


aed HO ssesese 


een ZHANG WEI 
CHINA / 2017 / CHINESE | TIBETAN / 100 MIN. 


An odyssey based on true events: Thupten, Droma und Kalsang, three children 
from a Tibetan village, set out with their older companion Sonam for Shenzhen 
in Southern China. They're intending to perform as a band on TV. The special 
thing about their long and difficult journey is that none of them can see. 


BSHemd 
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OA World Premiere - Schlingel FF (2016) | 
%, AWARDS ) Official Selection - Hamburg FF, Schlingel FF (2017) 


CREW CAST 
Producer: Lobsang 

Zhang Wei Turpten, Yeshi 
Screenplay : Choedon, 
Ethan Maniquis Karma Sangmo, 
DOP: Pama Gumi. 
Tang Zhongcai 

Editor : 


Ethan Maniquis 
Sound/Music : 
Peter Golub 
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i) 
= ZHANG WEI 
Zhang Wei studied Directing at the Beijing Film 
Academy as well as Cinema Studies at the Chinese 
National Academy of Arts. He has directed 
critically acclaimed films 'Beijing Dream’, 
‘Shadow puppet show of one person’. His 
films focuses on innate humane touch, 
shedding light on overlooked issues of the 
ordinary people life in society, provoking 
thoughts in the audience about emerging 
yet unnoticed problems during the rapid C o=—_ 
development of China. ; 


CONTACT: SRINIVASA SANTHANAM / 
GRACE YUE ZHUO 
PROG3FEST@GMAIL.COM 


BEAUTY AND THE DOGS 


AALA KAF IFRIT 


222,88 oom err 


DIRECTOR - KAOUTHER BEN HANIA 
TUNISIA / 2017 / ARABIC / 100 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 

Mariam, a young Tunisian student with a bright future ahead of her, meets tall, 
dark and handsome Youssef at a college party. But Mariam’s night takes a terrible 
turn when she's assaulted by a group of men—all members of the local police 
force—and her flirtation with Youssef becomes instead a desperate search for 
help and justice as they face the seemingly impossible task of reporting the 
assault to a bureaucracy that refuses to listen. 


BHewed 
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ay Won Best Film - Valladolid IFF (Youth Jury Award) | Nominated best director - 
%, AWARDS Valladolid IFF, Best New Director : Cannes FF (Un Certain Regard Award) - 2017. 
CREW CAST {2 kaouTHER BEN HANIA 
=< 
Producer : Mariam Al 
Habib Attia, Ferjani, 
Nadim Ghanem Zrelli, 
Cheikhrouha Noomane 
Screenplay : Hamda, 
Kaouther Ben Mohamed 
Hania Akkari, Chedly 
DOP: Arfaoui 
Johan Holmquist 
Editor : 


Nadia Ben Rachid 
Sound/Music : 
Amine Bouhafa 


a 


y eI CONTACT: JOUR2FETE 
67 ¥ 10" BIFFES ¥ CLEMENCE.MICHALON@JOUR2FETE.COM 


=) URSZULA ANTONIAK 


Urszula Antoniak was born in Czestochowa, 
Poland. She studied film and television production 
at the Polish Film Academy, and directing at 
the Dutch Film Academy. She has written 
and directed the features Nothing 
Personal, Code Blue and Nude Area. 


Beyond Words is her latest film. 


CONTACT: GLOBAL SCREEN GMBH 
CLAUDIA.RUDOLPH@GLOBALSCREEN.DE 


BINGO: THE KING 
OF THE MORNINGS 


BINGO: O REI DAS MANHAS 


wore: Q son ea O ROT OM 
DIRECTOR - DANIEL REZENDE 
BRAZIL / 2017 / PORTUGUESE / 113 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Augusto is an actor, hungry for a place in the spotlight. While starring in soft 
porn and soap operas he finally gets the chance to conquer the crowds when 
he is cast as “BINGO”, a television host clown. With his irreverent humor and 
natural talent, the show is a big hit. But a clause on his contract forbids him to 
reveal his true identity. With makeup on, he brings happiness to children across 
the country, but not to his own son Gabriel, that sees his father distancing himself 
in search of recognition and finds his personal decay. 


BHowod 
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¥ AWARDS Best Foreign Language Film Entry - Oscars 2018, Won Best Actor - Vladimir Brichta 
My @ Sao Paulo Association of Art Critics Awards - 2017 
CREW {2 panies rezeNDE 
ax 
Producer: Sound/Music : 
Empyrean Beto Villares Daniel Rezende is a Brazilian film editor and 
Pictures, Gullane, director. He won the BAFTA Award for Best Editing 
Warner Bros. for his film City of God and was also 


Screenplay : nominated for an Academy Award for Best 
Luiz Bolognesi Film Editing for the same.In addition to 4, 
DOP: CAST the international nominations and 

Lula Carvalho 


awards received for City of God, 


Celen3 Vladimir Rezende's editing has frequently been 
Marae Brichta, recognized by regional awards in his 
Hashimoto Bee ee ore > 
Leandra Leal, ive Brazil and In Arge 
Caries ao native Brazil and in Argentina 
Ana Lucia Torre 


= ) CONTACT: LOCO FILMS 
69 ¥ 10" BIFFES ¥ INTERNATIONAL@LOCO-FILMS.COM 


BREATH _- 


NAFAS 


ise 


CINEMA OF THE 
WORLD DIRECTOR - NARGES ABYAR 


IRAN / 2016 / PERSIAN / 112 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Adapted from one of her own novels featuring the same title, the film takes 
place in several rural suburban areas in the Karaj region and centres around 
a working class family, more specifically the young daughter Bahar. Through 
the wandering of the daydreaming Bahar, growing up in Yazd, we experience 
Iran in the late 70s and early 80s, the country in turmoil: and the heartbreaking 
impact the ‘Sacred Defense’, as the war is referred to in Iran, has on her 
family. 


BHewed 
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a Won Best Film - Fajr FF ( Crystal Simorgh ) | Nominated Best Film - Asia Pacific 
¥ AWARDS ) Screen Awards | Won Best Director - Tallinn Black Nights FF, Vancouver 
By International Women in FF - 2017 
CREW =) NARGES ABYAR 
Producers Sound/Music : 

Mohammad-Hos- Massoud Narges Abyar Received her BA in Persian 
sein Ghassemi, Sekhavatdoust literature and as an established writer, she has 
Abouzar CAST already published 30 books for children and 
Pourmohammadi adults. She started directing films in the 
Screenplay : Sareh Nour mid-2000’'s with her first feature "Kind 
Narges Abyar Mousavi, Dead End" (2006), followed by her first 
eae Spee een pear documentary "One Day After the 10th 
eae Aries Cd Day" in 2007. She has since made 
Sajad Galareaner both documentaries and fiction 
Pahlevanzadeh —_Jamshid features, 

BESOu 


CONTACT: MOHAMMAD ATEBBAI 


70 “al 0 th B | EF F ES ¥ INFO@IRANIANINDEPENDENTS.COM 


=) DARYNE JOSHUA 


A born and bred filmmaker of South Africa, Daryne 
a director, Producer and Screenwriter has come to 
develop a very deep love for story telling. His 
uncompromising attention to details has 
seen him develop into a formidably 
talented visual storyteller. He thrives on 


taking an ambitious concept. His work 
Strives to deliver an emotional punch and 
illustrates an understanding of very high 
technical levels with regards to filmmaking. 
‘Call me thief’ is his debut film. 


CONTACT: DAVID MAX BROWN 
DMAXBROWNSS@GMAIL.COM 


CANDELARIA 


CANDELARIA 
B,OWSCOOH 


DIRECTOR - JHONNY HENDRIX HINESTROZA 
COLOMBIA / 2017 / SPANISH / 100 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 

Right when the embargo is at its peak and the Soviet Union disintegrates. Life 
of CANDELARIA and VICTOR continues at a slow pace. But the monotony is broken 
when Candelaria finds a video camera hidden in the dirty sheets of the hotel 
where she works. Not sure of what to do with it just yet, she brings it home as 
the couple learns to manipulate it and later to use it to film themselves dancing, 
kissing and making love. This spark of recovered love helps them forget that one 
of them is sick. But one day the camera disappears. 


BHomed 
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CREW guint { shonny HENDRIX HINESTROZA 
DoP: Sz 

Producer: Soledad Rodriguez ar , ‘ \ 

Antorcha Films In Editor : JHONNY HENDRIX HINESTROZA is a Colombian 

Co-Production Jhonny Hendrix, director and film producer and founder of Antorcha 


With Razor Film — Mauricio Films. He is best known for organising the Cali 


Produktion, Dag —_Leiva-Cock, Anita film fes' As a producer, h volved 
Hoel Dhf, La5Ta_ ~~ Remon in several productions including Dog eat 
Avenida And Dog and the German production Dr. 
See CAST Aleman in which he was the executive 

: producer. Hendrix was also involved in 


eae er ules eae several top-notch Latin-American 
Hendrix, Abel Philipp nes productions like En Coma, Hiroshima 


Arcos Soto, Carlos Hochmair which he coproduced and codirected ™ ~~ . 
y ee! CONTACT: BETA CINEMA < f 
72 th COSIMA.FINKBEINER@BETACINEMA.COM 
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CANDYFLIP 


ROVPy 


DIRECTOR - SHANAWAZ NELLIKUNNIL 
INDIA / 2017 / ENGLISH | HINDI / 93 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Set in present day Goa, CandyFlip is a story about what happens to a man named 
Roy, who owns a shack in Palolem, after he takes LSD for the first time. 


BHoewed 
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TROBAH-. 
CREW Sound/Music : 
Naren 
Producer: Chandavarkar 


Balasubraman- 
yam TC, Surendra CAST 


K Hegde 

Screenplay : Prashant 
Shanawaz NK, Prakash, 
Abhishek Prakash Raj, 
Bomanna Kalki Koechlin, 
DOP: Gulshan 
Nagaraj Rathinam Devaiah, 
Editor : Valeriya 


Praveen Kumar B_ Polyanychko. 
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CLOSENESS 


TESNOTA 


mam / ee C830 


DIRECTOR - KANTEMIR BALAGOV 
RUSSIA / 2017 / RUSSIAN / 118 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 

In 1998, Nalchik, the North Caucasus, Russia, a 24-year-old, Ilana works in her 
father’s garage to help him make ends meet. One evening, her extended family 
and friends gather to celebrate the engagement of her younger brother David. 
Later that night, the young couple is kidnapped, and a ransom demand delivered. 
In this close-knit Jewish enclave, involving the police is out of the question. How 
will the family raise the money to save David? Ilana and her parents, each in 
their own way, will go as far as necessary, whatever the risks to themselves. 
BHonod 
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we Won Best Film - Cannes FF (FIPRESCI) , Haifa IFF, Lisbon & Estoril FF, Sochi Open 

¥% AWARDS ) Russian FF, Tarkovsky FF | Nominated Best Film - Un Certain Regard Award - 

By) Cannes FF, Ghent IFF, Munich FF, San Sebastian IFF | Won Best Director - Russian 
Guild of Film Critics (Best Debut), Sochi Open Russian FF - 2017. 


CREW CAST S&S xantemir BaLacov 
>< 

Producer : Darya Zhovner, 

Nikolay Yankin Olga 

Screenplay : Dragunova, 


Anton Yarush, Artem Tsypin, 
Kantemir Balagov Nazir Zhukov, 
DOP: Veniamin Kats 
Artem 

Yemelyanov 

Editor : 

Kantemir Balagov 

Sound/Music : 

Andrey Nikitin 
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QO XAVIER LEGRAND 


Xavier Legrand is a French actor, screenwriter, 
and director who received his training at the 
National Conservatory of Paris. His short 
film Just Before Losing Everything (13) 
was nominated for the Academy Award 
for Best Live Action Short. Custody (17) 


is his debut feature film. 


CONTACT: PASCALE RAMONDA 
PASCALE@PASCALERAMONDA.COM 


MORE 


TOTS 


DIRECTOR - ONUR SAYLAK 
TURKEY / 2017 / TURKISH / 115 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Gaza is a 14-year-old boy who lives on the Aegean coast of Turkey. Together 
with his domineering father, he helps smuggle refugees to Europe, giving 
them temporary shelter and scant food until they attempt their crossing. 
Gaza dreams of escaping this life of crime, but can’t help being drawn into a 
dark world of immorality, exploitation and human suffering. Can you avoid 
becoming a monster when you've been raised by one? 


BHomed 
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Won Best Film - Valladolid IFF (FIPRESCI) | Nominated Best Film - Valladolid IFF 
AWARDS ) (Golden Spike ), Adana FF (Golden Ball), Karlovy Vary IFF (Crystal Globe), Malatya IFF 


(Crystal Apricot) - 2017. 


CREW CAST {2 onur saviak 
=< 
Producer : Hayat Van Eck, 
Kerem Catay, Ay Ahmet Mumtaz ra but raised in 
Yapim Taylan, Turgut overed his 
Screenplay : Tuncalp, Tankut 
Hakan Gunday, _Yildiz, Tuba 
Onur Saylak, Buyukustun 
Dogu Yasar Akal 
DOP: 
Feza Caldiran 
Editor : 
Ali Aga 
Sound/Music : 
Uygur te 
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CONTACT: HERETIC OUTREACH 


‘DAYBREAK 


DITA ZE FILL DAYBREAK 


we west 


DIRECTOR - GENTIAN KOCI 
ALBANIA / 2017 / ALBANIAN / 85 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Aslow-paced social drama on an individual's desperate struggle for a better life: 
due to her involvement in a case of assisted suicide, nurse Violeta loses her job. 
Subsequently she moves in with an elderly woman who she cares for in return 
for a meagre wage. Believing the time has come for a fresh start, Violeta resorts 
to drastic measures. 


BSHomd 
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Best Foreign Language Film Entry - Oscars 2018, Won Best Film - Cinedays Skopje FF 
4 AWARDS | Nominated Best Film - Cottbus Film Festival of Young East European Cinema 2017, 
My Sarajevo FF, Stockholm FF(Audience Award), Warsaw IFF | Won Best Director - 
Tirana IFF | Won Best Actor - Ornela Kapetani @ Sarajevo FF - 2017. 


CREW SS centian xog! 
ax< 

Producer : Sound/Music : 

Gentian Kosi, Christos 

Artlab Film Giannakopoulos 

Screenplay : 

Gentian Kogi 

DOP: CAST 

Ilias Adamis 

Editor : Ornela 

Christos Kapetani, 


Giannakopoulos, Suzana Prifti, 

Bonita Papastathi Kasem Hoxha, 
Hermes 
Kasimati 


ae > 


VIDE MANAGEMENT 
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CINEMA OF THE 
WORLD DIRECTOR - TONY GATLIF 


GREECE / 2017 / GREEK / 97 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 

Djam, a young Greek woman, is sent to Istanbul by her uncle Kakourgos, a former 
sailor with a passion for Rebetiko, to find a rare part that will repair their boat. 
In Istanbul, she encounters Avril, a nineteen-year-old French girl, alone and 
without any money, who came to Turkey as a voluntary worker with refugees. 
Djam, generous, cheeky, unpredictable, and free-spirited, takes Avril under her 
wing on the way to Mytilene. A journey filled with encounters, music, sharing, 
and hope. 


BSpomd 
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. 
%, AWARDS ) Official Selection to Cannes Film Festival 2017 


CREW CAST {) TONY GaTLiF 
<< 

Producer: Daphne? . E 
Delphine Patakia, Simon Toni Gatlif was born in Algeria's Pied noir 
Mantoulet Abkarian, ancestry. After his childhood there, Gatlif arrived in 
Screenplay : Maryne Cayon, France in 1960 following the Algerian War of 
Tony Gatlif Kimon Kouris Independence. He works as a film director, 
DOP: screenwriter, composer, actor, and 
Patrick producer. His 2004 film 'Exils', won the 
eee Best Director Award at the 2004 Cannes 

Bee Film Festival. 'Djam' is his latest feature 
Monique fil 
Dartonne de 
Sound/Music : 
Philippe Welsh 


CONTACT: LES FILMS DU LOSANGE 
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= FERNANDO FRANCO 


Fernando Franco was born on 1976 in Seville. 
After a long career as an editor, he debuted in 2013 
as a director with the feature film 'La herida’, 
which won the Special Jury Prize and Silver 
Shell for Best Actress at San Sebastian FF. 
The film also has won many awards. 


‘Morir’ is his second film. 


CONTACT: FILM FACTORY 
MANONGFILMFACTORY.ES 


=) JIJU ANTONY 


Jiju an Engineer by Education and Marketer by 
profession is a late entrant to the world of movies. 
After learning his scripting and directing 
skills from Manhattan Film Academy, he 
experimented with writing few shorts 
before graduating to direct feature 


length. 'Eli Eli Lama Sabachthani', 
marks Jiju's debut feature film. 


CONTACT: JIJU ANTONY 
JIJUANTONY73@GMAIL.COM 


EUTHANIZER 


ARMOMURHAAJA 


COOH HOP 


DIRECTOR - TEEMU NIKKI 
FINLAND / 2017 / FINNISH / 80 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Euthanizer is a violent summer noir tells the story of Veijo Haukka, a 50-year-old 
mechanic who euthanises sick and old pets as a side job. Despite the grim work, 
he has a soft spot for the animals. Trouble stirs when the owner of a dog, he was 
supposed to end realises that the canine is still alive. The only innocent party in 
the drama that ensues is the dog itself. 


BHeomed 
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Bsodbenorigdes? 

e Won Best Film - Toronto IFF, Tokyo IFF | Official Selection at Toronto IFF | Won Best 
4 AWARDS ) Screenplay - Tokyo IFF | Nominated Best Screenplay - Tokyo Grand Prix at Tokyo IFF 
=) 2017. 

CREW CAST G&S teemu wiki 

< 

Producer : Matti - —_ Pane 

Teemu Nikki, Jani Onnismaa, Jari Born 1975 is a film direc 

Pésd Virman, producer from sur 

Screenplay : Hannamaija 

Teemu Nikki Nikander, 

DOP: Heikki 

Sari Aaltonen Nousiainen. 

Editor : rk has t 
an rk has 

Teemu Nikki 


Sound/Music : 
Timo Kaukolampi, 
Tuomo Puranen 


, Interna 
val, Eurovision Creative D 


e 


yr yy CONTACT: WIDE MANAGEMENT 
81 ¥ 10" BIFFES ¥ MA@WIDEMANAGEMENT.COM 


=) KIM NGUYEN 


The son of a Québécois mother and an engineer 
father who emigrated from Vietnam Kim Nguyen, 
director, writer, producer, and teacher pursued 
film studies at Concordia University and 
earned a master's degree in cinematography 
from the Université de Montréal. 


Fascinated with writing screenplays, he 
also trained as a screenwriter while 


learning digital photography. Gained 
international recognition for his 
directorial feature films. 


CONTACT: PLAYTIME GROUP 
FESTIVAL@PLAYTIME.GROUP 


FALLING 


STRIMHOLOV 
poor 


DIRECTOR - MARINA STEPANSKA 
UKRAINE / 2017 / UKRAINIAN | ENGLISH / 105 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Anton and Katia meet each other at a night night party in Kiev. Both are trying 
to find their bearings in life, and their encounter changes everything... This 
psychological drama by debuting Marina Stepanska offers up both a fragile 
love story and a strong statement on the current young generation as it 
searches for its place in post-revolutionary Ukraine. 
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¥ AWARDS Nominated Best Film - Karlovy Vary IFF, Stockholm FF(Bronze Horse) | Nominated 
My Best Cinematographer - Sebastian Thaler @ Camerimage - 2017. 
CREW CAST 

Producer: Andriy 

Olena Yershova, Seletskiy, Dasha 

Volodymyr Plahtiy, Oleg 

Filippov, Alla Mosiychuk, 

Ovsyannikova Larysa Rusnak, 

Screenplay : Christian Boris 

Marina Stepanska 

DOP: 

Sebastian Thaler 

Editor : 


Borys Peter 
Sound/Music : 
Mykyta Moiseiev 


“ ~ 
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FATHER AND SON 


CHA CONG CON 


PODo® wow Dae 


~ 


CINEMA OF THE 


WORLD DIRECTOR - LUONG DINH DUNG 


VIETNAM / 2017 / VIETNAMESE / 90 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Living by a river, a father and son make their living by fishing every day. The 
little boy, Ca, contracts a serious illness. The treatment is very expensive. Will 
the father be able to catch enough fish to pay for it? 


BHeomed 
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Best Foreign Language Film Entry - Oscars 2018, Won Best Film - Canadian Diversity 
FF, Los Angeles Asian Pacific FF | Nominated Best Film - Hollywood FF(Jury Price) | 
Won Best Cinematographer - Ly Thai Dung @ Barcelona Planet FF - 2017. 


§ AWARDS) 


CREW 


=) 


LUONG DINH DUNG 
x< 


Producer : Sound/Music : 
Nguyen Chi Dung, Lee Dong June 


Luong Dinh Dung, born in 1973. is an 


Nguyen Thi independent Vietnamese filmmaking practiotiner, 
Huong He graduated form Hanoi Academy of Theatre 
Screenplay : and Cinema in 2002 and received The 

Bui Kim Quy, Master in Film in 2010. He is the director 

Luong Dinh Dung GAST of 'Red Happiness’, 'The Boat man’, 'Red 

ute un Ngo The Quan Xam...’ 'Father and Son’ is his latest 

Eee 8 Do Trong Tan. feature film. 

Julie Beziau, Ha Van Hieu, Le 

Pham Thi Hao Thi Thu Hang 
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CONTACT: TUVAN MEDIA 
TUVANPRODUCTION@GMAIL.COM 


FIRST BORN 


PIRMDZIMTAIS 


PA, ONT 


DIRECTOR - AIK KARAPETIAN 
LATVIA / 2017 / LATVIAN / 93 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 

A psychological thriller about a middle-aged intellectual who, in an attempt to 
restore his reputation in his wife's eyes, accidentally commits a murder. As time 
passes, he begins to see a link between the deceased, his wife's pregnancy and 
the mysterious blackmailer who is forcing him to act against his will. 


BHemed 
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¥ AWARDS Won Best Actor - Kaspars Znotins : Latvian National Film Award Lielais 
% Kristaps | Won Best Composer - Andris Dzen?tis : Latvian National Film 


Award Lielais Kristaps - 2017. 


CREW CAST alk karaperian 
Producer : Maija Doveika, es F 7 
Roberts Vinovskis Kaspars Aik Karapet jas born 10 July, 1S 


Screenplay : Znotins, Dainis having rec n film 
Aik Karapetian Grube, Kaspars from the L 

DOP: Zale ) 

Janis Eglitis 

Editor : from 


Andris Grants 
Sound/Music : 
Andris Dzenitis 


film director. 


— 


i =) CONTACT: REEL SUSPECTS 
85 ¥ 10" BIFFES ¥ A@REELSUSPECTS.COM 


OQ MICHAEL MATTHEWS 


Michael Matthews was born in Durban, South 
Africa. His work includes the short ‘Sweetheart’ and 
the eight-part mini series 'Ashbeclee’. He is 
the co-founder of the production house Be 
Phat Motel. 'Five Fingers For Marseilles’ is 
his debut feature film. f 


CONTACT: REEL SUSPECTS 
A@REELSUSPECTS.COM 


O SERGIO CASTELLITTO 


Sergio Castellitto was born in Rome in 1953. After 
graduating from the Silvio D'Amico National Academy 
of Dramatic Art in 1978, he began his theatrical 
career in Italian public theater. He began his 
cinema career in 1983 beside Marcello 
Mastroianni and Michel Piccoli in The 


General of the Dead Army by Luciano 
Tovoli. He made his directorial debut in 
1999 with Libero Burro, but it was with 
Don't Move (2004) that Castellitto made 

his name behind the camera. 


CONTACT: TRUE COLOURS 
GAETANO@TRUECOLOURS.IT 


GRAIN 


BUGDAY 


aye 


DIRECTOR - SEMIH KAPLANOGLU 
TURKEY / 2017 / ENGLISH / 127 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


In the near future, an abrupt climate change has led to the extinction of life on 
Earth. In this world with redrawn borders, migrants are massed in designated 
areas waiting to integrate the city protected by magnetic shields. 


BHemed 
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¥ AWARDS Won Best Film - Tokyo IFF (Tokyo Grand Prix ) | Nominated Best Film - Adana Film 
My Festival, Sarajevo Film Festival, Malatya International Film Festival - 2017. 
CREW Sound/Music : semi KAPLANOGLU 
Mustafa Biber x< 
Producer : 
Nadir Operli, 
Semih Kaplanolu GAST 
Screenplay : 
Semih Kaplanolu, Jean-Marc Barr, 
Leyla pekci Ermin Bravo, 
DOP: Grigoriy 
Giles Nuttgens Dobrygin, 
Editor : Lubna Azabal, 
Ayhan Ergirsel, Cristina Flutur, 
Osman Mila Bohning, 
Bayraktarolu, Hal 


Semih Kaplanolu Yamanouchi 


a8 Al 0 uu B I FFES ¥ CONTACT: MATCH FACTORY 


FESTIVALS@MATCHFACTORY.DE 


a 
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O JON GARAND, AITOR ARREGI 


Jon Garafio studied Journalism and Advertising at the 
UPV-EHU and Zinema Saroben and San Diegon (USA). 
He was one of the founder members of the 
Moriarti production company in 2001 and has = 
worked as a director, producer and screenwriter. pet sg 
Aitor Arregi After graduating from Business t ——— 
Administration and Management, Aitor 
also studied cinematography at the Sarobe ey 
Arte Eszenikoen Gune. Like Jon Garafio, he 
was one of the founders of the Moriarti ; 
production company in 2001 DONOS 
FESTIV. 


CONTACT: FILM FACTORY 
MANONGFILMFACTORY.ES 


9 MOHAMMAD HOSSEIN MAHDAVIAI 


Born in 1981 in Babol, Mohammad Hossein 
Mahdavian holds a BA in TV production from Iran 
Broadcasting University. His debut feature 
‘Standing In Dust' was very well received 
domestically. 'High Noon Story’ is his 
second feature film which won Crystal 


Simorgh for the Best Film in Fajr 
National Film Festival - 2017. 


CONTACT: FARABI CINEMA FOUNDATION 
FCFI@DPI.NET.IR 


9 ERNESTO CONTRERAS 


Ernesto Contreras is a Mexican filmmaker & 
screenwriter graduate from the Centro Universitario de 
Estudios Cinematogréaficos of the UNAM. His 
shorts have received several national and 
international awards. 'Parpados azules' his 
first feature-film received the Best Iberoamerican 


Film and Script awards. He was later 
nominated for the Camera d’Or of the 60th 


Cannes Film Festival competing in the 
ial selection of the 46th Inter national 
's' Week later he received a Special 
Mention in the SSIFF. 'I dream in another 
language is his latest feature film. 


CONTACT: LUIS ALBORES 
LUIS@AGENCIASHA.COM 


| STILL HIDE TO SMOKE 


A MON AGE JE ME CACHE ENCORE POUR FUMER 


a 20F wyceP $30 Ae, ce* 


CINEMA OF THE 
WORLD DIRECTOR - RAYHANA OBERMEYER 


GREECE | ALGERIA / 2016 / ARABIC / 90 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Fatima, a strong-minded woman, is the lead masseuse of a hammam in Algiers. 
The day ahead promises to be hectic for all, and for Fatima in particular. Already, 
while walking to her place of work, she is the distant witness of a terrorist attack. 
At the hammam, Fatima should feel better, but the atmosphere proves electric 
in her small enclosed world, she has great difficulty in maintaining order. All the 
more as Meriem, a sixteen-year-old pregnant girl comes to take shelter at the 
hammam. And as irate brother, Mohamed, is after her to cleanse his honor in 
blood. 


BHeomed 
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¥ AWARDS ) Won Best Film - Thessaloniki FF(Audience Award) | Nominated Best Film - 
My Thessaloniki FF(Golden Alexander) | Won Best Director - Raindance FF - 2017. 
CREW Editor : {) RAYHANA OBERMEYER 
Rayhana Obermeyer sz 
Producer : Sound/Music : . 7 
Michele Marianne She is a film and theater actress and dramaturg 
Ray-Gavras, Fenia Roussy-Moreau, of Algerian origin. In May 2014 she received the 
Kossovitsa, Salem Jerome Gonthier, Juergen Bansemer & Ute Nyssen Dramatiker 
Brahimi Karen Blum Preis award by the Goethe Institut for her 
Screenplay : CAST theater work. Her first film, I Still Hide to 
Rayhana Smoke, was based on her original play. 
Sea Hiam Abbass, A large part of the film was shot in 
hana Biyouna, Nadia Thessaloniki’s Bey Hammam. 
Mytilinaiou, eo aon 
Mohamed Tayeb Reece 
Fopgoune Benchicou 


Yy CONTACT: LES FILMS DU LOSANGE 
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IN SYRIA 


INSYRIATED 


QE 2OOS 


DIRECTOR - PHILIPPE VAN LEEUW 
LEBANON | SYRIA / 2017 / ARABIC / 85 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 

Adetermined matriarch must protect her home from threatening outside forces 
in Damascus, Syria, a city under constant siege. Hiam Abbass Oum Yazan is a 
strong willed and resolute mother who witnesses a terrible act while in the 
company of her housemaid. Oum’s husband is out getting help, and falling bombs 
and bullets confine the family and a few neighbors to the crowded apartment. 
While barricaded, Oum must do what it takes to keep her loved ones safe, awaiting 
help that may or may not arrive. 


BHowod 
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we Won Best Film - Berlin IFF, (Panorama Audience Award) | Nominated best film - 
y AWARDS ) Cairo IFF, Stockholm FF, Bronze Horse | Won best director - Berlin IFF, CPH PIX, 
Sh (Audience Award) | Nominated best director - Seattle IFF, Taipei FF (New Talent) | 
Won best actor - Diamand Bou Abboud @ Cairo IFF - 2017. 


CREW OQ PHILIPPE VAN LEEUW 
=< 

Producer : Sound/Music : 

Guillaume Jean-Luc 


Malandrin, Serge Fafchamps 
Zeitoun, Pierre 


Sarraf 

Screenplay : 

Philippe Van CAST 

Leeuw » 
DOP: Hiam Abbass, 

Virginie Surdej © Diamand Abou ™ 
Editor : Abboud, Juliette 


Gladys Joujou Navis 


CONTACT: FILMS BOUTIQUE 


(oe =) 
93 ¥ 10" BIFFES ¥ ALEKSANDR@FILMSBOUTIQUE.COM 


9 JANEZ BURGER 


Janez Burger a Director, screenwriter and 
producer Born in 1965 in Kranj. Graduated in film 
and TV direction from the FAMU Academy of 
Performing Arts in Prague, Czech 
Republic. His films recived more than 40 
Slovenian and international awards, 


which involves 'Running' (1999), 'Silent 
Sonata’ (2011) and 'Ivan' (2017). 


CONTACT: SLINGSHOT FILMS 
MANUELAG@SLINGSHOTFILMS.IT 


=) LAIS BODANZKY 


Daughter of the moviemaker Jorge Bodansky, 
Lais graduated with a cinema bachelor's degree in 
FAAP. Before directing movies, she won many 
awards for her videos. Her first work in the 
movie segment was her short 'Red Card’ 
which won many awards. With the 


desire of going beyond the atmosphere 
of the film festivals and meeting the 
greater audiences, in 2000, Lais 
directed Brainstorm, ‘Just Like Our 
Parents' is her first feature film. 


CONTACT: WILD BUNCH 
FESTIVAL@WILDBUNCH.EU 


=) RA MORA ORTEGA 


Laura Mora was born in Medellin, Colombia in 
1981. She graduated from film school in Melbourne, 
Australia. Whilst there, she directed two 
award-winning short films: 'West' and 
‘Brotherhood’. In 2012, she went on to 
direct next to Colombia's top director 


Carlos Moreno, more than 35 episodes of 
the award winning TV series on Pablo 
Escobar, 'The Drug Lord' (2012) about the 
life of the infamous drug lord. 'Killing 
Jesus' is her debut feature film. 


CONTACT: LATIDO FILMS 
FESTIVALS@LATIDOFILMS.COM 


=) EBRAHIM MOKHTARI 


Ebrahim Mokhtari, born in Babol is graduate from 
Television and Cinema school. He began his film carrier 
by making documentary movies in television. His 
first feature film “Zinat" was screened in the 
Cannes Critics Week in 1994.He has made 
several documentaries which were screened 


at various film festivals. In 1997, Dok 
Leipzig film festival held a retrospective of 
his documentary films. 'Leaf of life’ is inspired 
by the adventures behind the making his 
other documentary Saffron (1990). 


CONTACT: FARABI CINEMA FOUNDATION 
FCFI@DPI.NET.IR 


CINEMA OF THE 
WORLD 


SYNOPSIS 


LITTLE HARBOUR 


PIATA LOD 
OF Bowe oe 


DIRECTOR - IVETA GROFOVA 
SLOVAKIA / 2017 / SLOVAKIAN / 90 MIN. 


For Lucia, Jarka is nothing more than a best friend. Ten-year-old Jarka doesn’t 
see it that way though. She would much rather have her mom try to be a mother 
instead. Jarka dreams of having a real family and a house by the sea. Left on her 
own, she stumbles upon twins infants abandoned at the train station and decides 
to take them in. Her grandmother's enchanted garden becomes a safe haven 
where she can take on the role of a parent together with her neighbour Kristian, 
who himself suffers from overprotective parents. 
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NA Won Best Film - Berlin IFF | Won Best Actress - Vanessa 
NA AWARDS ) Szamuhelova @ Neisse FF, Zlin FF - 2017. 


CREW 
Producer : Sound/Music : 
Katarina Matej Hlavac 


Krnacova, Iveta 


Grofova, Jiri CAST 


Konecny 

Screenplay : Vanessa 
Marek Lescak, Szamuhelova, 
Iveta Grofova Matus Bacisin, 
DOP: Katarina 
Denisa Buranova Kamencova, 
Editor : Johana 

Anton Fabian Tesarova 
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{) Iveta cRorova 
x< 


Born in Tren, in Slovakia in 1980, after studying in 
the animation and documentary departments she has 
a PhD from the Academy of Performing Arts in 
Bratislava. Her 2012 feature debut 'Made in 
Ash' was the Slovakian entry for the Best 
Foreign Language Oscar film & won 
awards at Cottbus & Torino Film Festival. 
She has also directed short films & 
documentaries for television. She founded 
Hulapa Film, a production company for 
author-driven films, in 2010. 


CONTACT: LOCO FILMS 
INTERNATIONAL@LOCO-FILMS.COM 


LOVELESS 


NELYUBOV 


Oar ax 


DIRECTOR - ANDREY ZVYAGINTSEV 
RUSSIA / 2017 / RUSSIAN / 127 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Zhenya and Boris are going through a vicious divorce marked by resentment, 
frustration and recriminations. Already embarking on new lives, each with a new 
partner, they are impatient to start again, to turn the page - even if it means 
threatening to abandon their 12-year-old son Alyosha. Until, after witnessing 
one of their fights, Alyosha disappears... 


Boomd 
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re Best Foreign Language Category - Nominated Film - Oscars - 2018, Won Best Film — 

y AWARDS ) Camerimage (Silver Frog), Cannes FF (Jury Prize), London FF, Munich IFF, Zagreb 

Sy IFF| Nominated Best Film - Golden Globes, BAFTA Awards, Camerimage (Golden Frog), Cannes 
FF (Palme d'Or), European Film Awards, Nominated Best Director - European Film Awards-2017 


CREW =) ANDREY ZVYAGINTSEV 
=< 

Producer : Sound/Music : 

Gleb Fetisov, Andrey Dergachev 

Alexander 


Rodnyansky, CAST 
Sergey Melkumov 


Screenplay : Maryana 

Oleg Negin, Spivak, Alexey 
Andrey Rozin, Matvey 
Zvyagintsev Novikov, 
DOP: Marina 
Michail Krichman_Vasilyeva, 
Editor : Andris Keishs, 
Anna Maas Alexey Fateev 
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O CRISTIANE OLIVEIRA 


Born in Porto Alegre, Brazil. She started her 
career on cinema as a director of the shorts 
Messalina (2004) and Héspedes (2008). She 
also worked as a producer, Screenwriter 
and assistant director. 'A Woman and the 
Father’ is her first feature film. 


CONTACT: LOCO FILMS 
INTERNATIONAL@LOCO-FILMS.COM 


yato 


DIRECTOR - RAMBOD JAVAN 
IRAN / 2017 / PERSIAN / 110 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Negar is from a rich family. Her father dies after bankruptcy. This is, of course, 
what the detectives thinks. Negar doesn’t believe that her father died of heart 
attack. So she embarks on a journey to uncover her father’s dark past. 


BSHomd 


Boe ZesosS wenowns a8. wad Sori Haovoiod waabodaes 
MIDSod. SHaoHsooried odsoee8 aD &er3. 3x, Bods BBoswqosHod 
RSd ooewBah, Armoo® Joes. HerA ws Ba, Sovad &0O3 og 
Bsriem, Aedsrioben Aed@sors. 


we Nominated Best Director - Fajr FF ( Crystal Simorgh ) | Won Best Music - Cristof 
%, AWARDS ) Rezaei : Fajr FF ( Crystal Simorgh ) - 2017. 


Y 


CREW CAST 
Producer: Negar 

Ramod Javan Javaherian, 
Screenplay : Mohammad 
Ehsan Goudarzi Reza Froutan, 
DOP: Mani Haghighi, 
Bahram Atila Pesiani, 
Badkheshani Alireza 

Editor : Shojanouri, 


Bahram Dehghan Afsaneh 
Sound/Music: Bayegan, 

Vahid Moghadas, Ashkan Khatibi, 
Faramarz Alireza 
Abolsedgh Aghakhani 
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NO DATE, NO 
SIGNATURE 


BEDOUNE TARIKH, BEDOUNE EMZA 
Re Wess, Doe AN,cesoP 


DIRECTOR - VAHID JALILVAND 
IRAN / 2017 / PERSIAN / 104 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 

The forensic pathologist Dr Nariman, a principled and virtuous man, has an 
accident with a motorcyclist and his family, and injures his 8-year-old son. He 
pays compensation to the man and offers to take the child to a clinic nearby. 
The next morning, he finds out that the same little boy has been brought in for 
an autopsy. Dr Nariman faces a dilemma now: is he responsible for the child's 
death due to the accident or he died of food poisoning according to other doctors’ 
diagnosis? 


BSHomd 
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Won Best Film - Bratislava IFF (FIPRESCI), Thessaloniki FF (FIPRESCI & Silver Alexander) 
04 AWARDS | Nominated Best Film - Fajr FF, Hamburg FF, Palm Springs IFF, Stockholm FF, Venice FF 
%y | Won Best Director - Chicago IFF, Fajr FFVenice FF | Won Best Screenplay - Vahid 
= Jalilvand, Ali Zarnegar @ Stockholm FF - 2017. 


CREW Sound/Music : {) vaHin yALILVAND 
Peyman Yazdanian 
Producer : 


Ali Jalilvand, CAST 
Ehsan Alikhani 


Screenplay: Navid 

Ali Zarnegar, Mohammadza- 
Vahid Jalilvand deh, Amir 
DOP: Aghaee, Zakieh 
Peyman Behbahani, 
Shadmanfar Saeed Dakh, 
Editor : Alireza Ostadi, 
Vahid Jalilvand, Hediyeh 
Sepehr Vakili Tehrani 
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9 ILDIKO ENYEDI 


Ildiké Enyedi has started her career as a concept 
and media artist.She later turned to feature film 
directing and script writing, wrote and directed 
five features and several shorts.Her film, My 
20th Century, was chosen as one of the 12 
Best Hungarian Films of All TimeShe 


lectures at European master classes and 
teaches at the University of Film and 
Theatrical Arts in Budapest.She was 
founding member of EUCROMA, the 

European Cross Media Academy 


CONTACT: FILMS BOUTIQUE 
ALEKSANDRG@FILMSBOUTIQUE.COM 


= HONG SANGSOO 


Hong Sangsoo was born in Seoul, South Korea in 
1960, studied at Chung-Ang University, California 
College of Arts and Crafts and the Art Institute of 
Chicago. His film 'Night and Day’ screened in 
the Berlinale Competition in 2008. In 2010 
he won Un Certain Regard at Cannes for 


'HaHaHa’. His ‘Nobody's Daughter 
Haewon' featured in the Berlinale 
Competition in 2013 & his 2015 film 
‘Right Now’, 'Wrong Then' won the 

Golden Leopard at Locarno. 


CONTACT: FINECUT CO., LTD. 
YURA@FINECUT.CO.KR 


- POROROCA 


BOCOGOCS 


DIRECTOR - CONSTANTIN POPESCU 
ROMANIA / 2017 / ROMANIAN / 152 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 

Cristina and Tudor Ionescu have founded a happy family with their two children. 
Maria (5 and a half) and Ilie (7). He works for a phone company and she’s an 
accountant. They're in their thirties and live in a nice apartment in a Romanian 
town. They live the life of an ordinary couple with young children. One Sunday 
morning, when Tudor takes the kids to the park, Maria disappears. Their lives 
abruptly change forever. 
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adsevorbss. 

e Nominated Best Film - Goteborg FF ( Dragon Award ), San Sebastian IFF ( Golden 
¥ AWARDS ) Seashell ), Zurich FF ( Golden Eye ) | Won Best Actor - Bogdan Dumitrache : San 
Sy Sebastian IFF ( Silver seashell ) - 2017. 

Sue ELEN & constantin popescu 
< 
Producer: Bogdan 


Constantin Popescu began his career with the 


Liviu Marghidan, Dumitrache, 
Lissandra Haulica Iulia Lumanare, 


Screenplay : Costin Dogioiu, 

Constantin Stefan Raus, 

Popescu Adela 

DOP: Marghidan 

Liviu Marghidan a Young Man’, ected for the Berlin 
Editor : 5 


Forum 2010. nd, ‘Principle 
of Life’, he participated in Zabaltegi-New 
Directors in San Sebastian, also in 2010. 


Corina Stavila 
Sound/Music : 
Vincent Arnardi 


es 


o eI CONTACT: WIDE MANAGEMENT 
105 ¥ 10" BIFFES ¥ MA@WIDEMANAGEMENT.COM 


=) NAOMI KAWASE 


Naomi Kawase graduated from the Visual Arts 
College Osaka. In 1997, she became the youngest 
winner of the Camera d'or, for her first feature 
‘Suzaku’. In 2000, 'Hotaru' won both the 
FIPRESCI and the CICAE Prizes at Locarno. 
Then followed a whole series of feature 


films selected at the Festivals, She was a 
member of the Jury headed by Steven 
Spielberg at the 66th Festival de Cannes. 
She is the founder of the International 


Nara Film Festival, dedicated to 
promoting the work of young directors. 


CONTACT: MK2 FILMS 
INTLFEST@MK2.COM 


RADIOGRAM 


Seacdecnons® 


DIRECTOR - ROUZIE HASSANOVA 
BULGARIA / 2017 / BULGARIAN / 85 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


For a young rock'n'roll fan, Bulgaria in 1971 was a distinctly un-swinging place 
to be. An oppressive Communist government blamed it firmly on the boogie and 
for a young hip cat like Ahmet, life is grey and dull. So, when his father walks 
almost 100km to the nearest town, to buy him a new radio, it’s a truly 
heartwarming gesture. The film portrays the difficult lives of Muslims in Bulgaria, 
eking out a living in the rough, wild countryside, and also the family’s local Party 
officials are pressuring them to convert to Christianity. Some part of the film is 
director's own childhood in Bulgaria. 


BSpemd 
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%, AWARDS ) Nominated Best Film - Haifa IFF, Dubai IFF - 2017. 


CREW CAST {2 rouzie Hassanova 
=< 

Producer : Yana Titova, 

Gergana Stankova Alexander Rouzie Ha 

Screenplay : Hadjiangelov, has lived in Lo} ten and 

Rouzie Hassanova Aleksandar 1 ed a number of 

DOP: Aleksiev, he charity n 

Kiril Prodanov Alexander internatic licensed Tree 

Editor : Ivanov, Her career 

Tymoteusz Wiskir- Stephan A. 

ski, Natasha Shtereff 

Westlake 3 : 

sound/kausice ary independent producer Jeremy 

Grzegorz Thomas. 

Kucharski 
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CONTACT: INTRAMOVIES 
FABIO.TUCCI@INTRAMOVIES.COM 


9 JENS ASSUR 


Jens Assur is a world-renowned photographer and 
filmmaker from Sweden, whose shorts have been 
awarded in numerous film festivals. His debut 
short film, The Last Dog in Rwanda, based on 
personal experiences as a war photographer, 
won numerous awards including Best Film at 


Tribeca Film Festival. Ravens is his first 
feature film. Between 2010 and 2014, Assur 
also produced two contemporary solo 
photo exhibitions that have opened at 
major art institutions, nationally as well as 
internationally. 


CONTACT: PASCALE RAMONDA 
PASCALE@PASCALERAMONDA.COM 


RAZZIA 


BOs 0% 
foot) 


DIRECTOR - NABIL AYOUCH 
MOROCCO / 2017 / ARABIC / 120 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 

Morocco, from the past to the present. Five people who are connected to each 
other - Abdallah, Salima, Joe, Hakim, and Inés - without realizing it. Different 
faces, different struggles, but one same breath. One city, Casablanca as a 
fragment of reality, as the myth of a film entirely shot in Hollywood studios, 
which reality has come back to claim. 


BHemed 


Beodsgenes HOHXHOB QoHsa Sas, wane, Deseo, 8°, BSead, Haden 
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e Best Foreign Language Film Entry - Oscars 2018, Nominated for Platform Prize 
cA AWARDS ) at Toronto International Film Festival - 2017. 


CREW nasi ayoucn 
Producer : pound Musici: i 
Bruno Nahon, Zacharie Naciri 

Patrick Quinet, 

Nabil Ayouch Bee 

Screenplay : Maryam 

Maryam Touzani, Toyzani, Arieh 

Nabil Ayouch Worthalter, 

bop 2 ; Amine Ennaji, 

Virginie Surdej — Abdelilah 

Editor : Rachid, Dounia 

Sophie Reine, Binebine, 

Marie-Héléne Abdellah 

Dozo Didane 


re ion at the 
a 


109 % 10" BIFFES ¥ CONTACT: PLAYTIME GROUP 


FESTIVAL@PLAYTIME.GROUP 


=) KRISTOF HOORNAERT 


Kristof Hoornaert is from Belgium studied 
Audiovisual Arts in Ghent and Brussels. He 
started working as a freelance director on 
several corporate films, publicity and 
commercials for various companies. 
His first short film Kain premiered in 


the official competition of the 
Berlinale, 'Resurrection' is his debut 
directorial feature film. 


CONTACT: TV CO. SRL 
GEREMIA@TVCO.EU 


= &4 


9 ANA URUSHADZE 


Ana Urushadze, born in Tbilisi (Georgia) in 1990, 
graduated from the Shota Rustaveli Theatre and 
Georgia State Film University (TAFU) in 2013 and 
directed several short films such as Ideas 
(2010) and One Man Loved Me (2012). 
Sashishi Deda (Scary Mother) is her feature 


film debut. 


CONTACT: STUDIO ARTIZM 
MIGUEL@ALIEF.CO.UK 


Oo GJORCE STAVRESKI 


Gjorce Stavreski is an award-winning filmmaker 
from Skopje. His documentary Adam and Eve got the 
Special Jury Mention Award at ZagrebDox film 
festival in Croatia. His short fiction ‘At 
Daybreak’ was in official competition at 
Clermont-Ferrand film festival, and his 


short fiction Audition Material won the 
Best Short Fiction Award at Bogoshorts, 
Colombia. His feature film debut 'Secret 
Ingredient’ won two international 
awards in the pre-production stage. 


CONTACT: WIDE MANAGEMENT 
MA@WIDEMANAGEMENT.COM 


SUCH IS THE LIFE 
IN THE TROPICS 


SIN MUERTOS NO HAY CARNAVAL 


nw an o Ga aa d eget 


n 
DIRECTOR - SEBASTIAN CORDERO 
ECUADOR / 2016 / SPANISH /100 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 

Guayaquil is Ecuador's populous city. It is also the most afflicted with class 
disparity. Such is Life in the Tropics focuses on a wealthy young man struggling 
to evict 250 families who have been squatting on the land he has inherited from 
his father. The appointed leader of the squatters is willing to negotiate—but can 
this high-tension conflict, so emblematic of the city’s fraught economic 
imbalances, be resolved without bloodshed? 


BHened 

TQses Besgdsoenra ewogaoode, adds wxaradSon0s Bowmds arid. 
g08e aridde dzqarsaeh a0d 3a, aNoedves egeraoese9t0e3 250 
soewoondad, SdArinvven Zeados odndsates Bsoevoe3 esdordmen. 
added wsismMrtdaad adaoh MODES Beddadadrioe Domens 
dBerohags. ed Se wor, 28 ashes ovavads Sodbs andwes 
SHsdaoh, waadodssao 93065 abend amd,8os acdsee) ce 
B¥msHo3 BOwHod soronwse? 


¥ AWARDS Won Best Director - San Diego Latino EE, Nominated Best Film - Ariel Awards 
My Mexico, Chicago Latino FF, José Maria Forqué Awards, Miami FF - 2017. 
CREW © sepastian corvero 

‘ ax 
Producer : Martinez 
Arturo Yépez, Editor: born on 


is a film dir 


Sebastian Jorge Garcia, 
Cordero, Bertha Sebastian 
Navarro, Stelios Cordero 


Ziannis Sound/Music : 
Screenplay : Tofio Cepeda, 
Andrés Crespo Leonardo 
Arosemena, Heiblum, 
Sebastian Andrés Sanchez 
Cordero 

DOP: 

Tonatiuh 


CONTACT: MEDIA LUNA 


13 § 10" BIFFES ¥ FESTIVAL@MEDIALUNA.BIZ 


SUNSHINE THAT 
CAN MOVE MOUNTAINS 
nat Hoe det ma chen? cPotin’ 


CINEMA OF THE 
WORLD DIRECTOR - WANG QIANG 


CHINA / 2017 / MANDARIN / 109 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Tenzin Banjue, a young Tibetan monk living in a temple, takes a long way back 
home for the first time to visit his brother who is in a vegetative state after falling 
off a cliff. Despite finding himself enamored by his brother's fiancée, he refuses 
his mother’s offer to stay and marry her, who at the same time gets a marriage 
proposal from another man. Struggling between faith to his religion and truth 
to his heart of love, Tenzin, together with his brother and fiancée, sets off ona 
soul searching journey of 5.000 kilometers. 


Booed 
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v 
y, 


y AWARDS Nominated Best Film - Shanghai IFF | Won Best Script Writer - Qiang Wang : 
Sy Shanghai IFF ( Asian New Talent Award ) - 2017. 


CREW CAST [1] wANe glans 
x 
Producer: Tenzin Jigme, 
Li Haihua Sonam Droga, Wang Qiang, born in 1980, is a contemporary 
Screenplay : Yangjin Droga, Manchus director of China. He graduated from the Art 
Wang Qiang Dongsa Droga, School of Hebei University, and obtained the 
DOP: Danzheng Dorji, degree of Master of Fine Arts from Beijing 
Wei Zhijie Sun Zhixin, Film Academy. He has made several 
Editor : _ Sonam Tsering, documentaries, mostly about the Tibetan 
pee CHEN eee life and culture. His documentary film'A 
eng ret Sherer Normal Life' was nominated in 22nd 

Sound/Music: Sudian Gyatso 
Na Astra Film Festival. 

Ye CONTACT: JOHN BADALU 

14 ¥ 


% 10" BIFFES JOHNBADALU@GMAIL.COM 


=) WARWICK THORNTON 


Warwick Thornton was born in Alice Springs in 
1970. After working for the Central Australian 
Aboriginal Media Association he studied at 
AFTRS. He worked as director and 
cinematographer on numerous films and 
made his feature film directing debut with 
‘Samson and Delilah’ (2009). He has 
subsequently directed 'The Dark Side’ 
(2013) as well as numerous art 
installations. His cinematography credits 
include 'Radiance' (1998), 'Here I Am' 
(2011) and 'The Sapphires' (2012). 


CONTACT: MEMENTO FILMS INTERNATIONAL 
FESTIVAL@MEMENTO-FILMS.COM 


Oo ERNESTO ARDITO, VIRNA MOLINA 


Virna Molina and Ernesto Ardito are Argentine 
filmmakers. They made 8 documentaries. Their works 
obtained 42 international awards. ‘symphony - 
for Ana’ is their first fiction film. Their first : 
documentary Raymundo, about Raymundo 
Gleyzer, documentary filmmaker 


disappeared by the military dictatorship, 
won 18 international awards. Heart of the 


Factory, Nazion, Alejandra, Moreno, The 

future is Ours are their other documentaries 
which obtained a large number of 
international awards and honors. 


CONTACT: ZINECINE@GMAIL.COM 


THE BASICS OF KILLING 


DRUZINICA 
Q ease ey egon 


DIRECTOR - JAN CVITKOVIC 
SLOVENIA / 2017 / SLOVENIAN / 99 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Marko is fired from his teaching position in the wake of false sexual harassment 
allegations, just as his wife Dunja is laid off when her company downsizes. The 
parents are no longer able to bear their burden, which is thus increasingly 
weighing their children down.With no safety net to help them stay afloat, how 
can their once happy middle class family of four avoid looming financial ruin 
and keep their household intact? 


BHemed 
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Won - Jury and Special Mention - Zagreb FF | Nominated Best Film - Cottbus FF of 
¥ AWARDS Young East European Cinema, Montréal WFF, Slovene FF, Golden bicycle award 
My -Zagreb FF | Best Actor - Irena Kovacevic @ Montréal WFF | Won best costume, best 


sound, best cinematography, best music vesna - Slovene FF - 2017. 


CREW CAST GS san evirkovic 

Producer : Primoz a — 

Ales Pavlin, Vrhovec, Irena Jan Cvitkovi? (1966), director 

Andrej Stritof Kova?evi?, Miha I t. Born in Ljubljana, he has lived ir 


Screenplay : KoSec, Ula Guli? His filrr 
Jan Cvitkovi? 

DOP: high-prof 

Marko Brdar Future at t 

Editor : 


rd at the San 
film Br 
filr 


Andrija Zafranovi? 
Sound/Music : 
Damir Avdi?, 
Bostjan Ka?i?nik 


eC 


yr yy CONTACT: SOUL FOOD 
7 % 10" BIFFES ¥ TIJANA.VISNJIC@SOULFOODFILMS.COM 
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THE CAKEMAKER 


® ses spesor® 


DIRECTOR - OFIR RAUL GRAIZER 
ISRAEL / 2017 / HEBREW / 105 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 

This tender drama about a closeted love affair unfolds through the eyes of Tomas, 
a Berlin pastry chef who learns that Oren, his Israeli lover, has died in a car 
accident in Jerusalem. Unmoored by his loss, Thomas travels to Israel to begin 
the process of healing. Desiring to better know his now lost love. He inserts 
himself into the life of Oren’s wife and young son. This expertly crafted film is a 
moving portrait of grief and catharsis. 


BSoomd 
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“ Won Best Film - Karlovy Vary IFF (Jury Award) | Nominated Best Film - Adelaide FF, 
y, AWARDS ) Hamburg FF, Jerusalem FF, London FF, San Sebastian FF | Won Best Director - Jerusalem 
J 


FF, Karlovy Vary IFF | Won Best Editor - Michal Oppenheim @ Jerusalem FF - 2017 


CREW OQ OFIR RAUL GRAIZER 
=< 

Producer : Sound/Music : 

Itai Tamir, Dominique 

Mathias Charpentier 

Schwerbrock 


Screenplay : CAST 
Ofir Raul Graizer 


DOP: Tim Kalkhof, 
Omri Aloni Sarah Adler, 
Editor : Roy Miller, 
Michal Zohar Shtrauss, 
Oppenheim Sandra Sade 


ns 
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=) PETRA BIONDINA VOLPE 


Petra Volpe, a Screenwriter and director studied at 
the Film Academy Konrad Wolf in Potsdam 
Babelsberg. After completing her studies in 2003 
she wrote and directed several award 
winning television movies. Volpe's debut 
film "Dreamland" was released in Swiss 
cinemas in the spring of 2014 after a 
successful festival tour and was 
nominated for four Swiss Film Awards. 
Her latest feature "The Divine Order" 
premiered at 'Tribecca-2017', was 
nominated for seven Swiss Film Awards 
and won three 


CONTACT: CONNY CAMENZIND, DEPUTY CONS! 
GENERAL, CONSUL, CONSULATE GENERAL OF 
‘SWITZERLAND, CONNY.CAMENZIND@EDA.ADMIN.CH 


~ J 


=) ELMIR JUKIC 


Born in Sarajevo in 1971. He graduated from the 
Academy of Performing Arts in Sarajevo, where he 
teaches direction. He honed his craft in 
theatre and television and wrote for the 
magazine Sineast, in which he was also 
member of the editorial board. His short 


film 'Frame for the Picture of My 
Homeland’ (Ram za sliku moje 
domovine) gained a lot of festival 
success. 


CONTACT: SOUL FOOD 
TIJANA.VISNJIC@SOULFOODFILMS.COM 


: ' 


THE INSULT ; 


LINSULTE 


B wate, 


DIRECTOR - ZIAD DOUEIRI 
LEBANON / 2017 / ARABIC / 112 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 

It is a personal story of two men going head-to-head while the women around 
them are left to pick up the pieces. In today’s Beirut, a civilian dispute blown out 
of proportion finds Tony, a Lebanese Christian, and Yasser, a Palestinian refugee, 
facing off in court. As the media circus surrounding the case threatens a social 
explosion in divided Lebanon, Tony and Yasser reconsider their values and beliefs 
as revelations of trauma complicate their understanding of one another. 
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Best Foreign Language Category - Nominated Film - Oscars - 2018, Won Best 
¥ AWARDS Film- AFI Fest, | Nominated Best Film - FIPRESCI at Palm Springs IFF, Venice FF, 
My Valladolid FF | Won Best Director - Palm Springs IFF | Nominated Best Director - 
The Lebanese Movie Awards | Best Actor Kamel El Basha - Venice FF - 2017. 


CREW {)  ziap novel! 
Producer: Guilhem Donzel, > 
3B Productions, Olivier Walczak, Ziad Doueiri (born in 1963) ebanese-born film 


Sebastian, Wera 


Tessalit Ezekiel making practitioner. He is wn for his award 
Films BrunolMercete winning film 'V age of 18, 
Screenplay : CAST fi 
Ziad Doueiri . Doueiri first 
eet Touma Adel under Quentin 
: Karam,Kamel El 
Tommaso Fiorilli Basha,Camille that include 
Editor : Salameh, Dia- Dawn’. 'Pulo Fiction 
Dominique mand Bou ‘ ache pele 
Marcombe Abboud, Rita c 
Sound/Music: — Hayek. and Beirut until not long after 


hich he 


September 11, 2011, a 
< from Beirut. 
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% 2 CONTACT: INDIE SALES 


INFO@INDIESALES.EU 


9 PABLO SOLARZ 


Pablo Solarz is a screenwriter and director, 
known for writing acclaimed hits like Intimate 
Stories (2002), 'A Boyfriend for My Wife’ 
(2008), and 'All About My Wife’ (2012). He 
directed his first feature in 2010, called 
‘Together Forever’. 


CONTACT: LATIDO FILMS 
FESTIVALS@LATIDOFILMS.COM 


THE MARRIAGE 


ia soe, Sees 


DIRECTOR - BLERTA ZEQIRI 
KOSOVO | ALBANIA / 2017 / ALBANIAN / 97 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Anita and Bekim’s wedding in only in two weeks, they are adding the final touches 
to their big day. Despite expecting news of Anita’s parents, declared missing 
since the 1999 Kosovar War, and with Bekim’s controlling family in turn, the 
couple seem to manage somehow with the preparations. But when Bekim’s 
secret gay ex-lover, Nol, returns from abroad unexpectedly, the situation becomes 
complicated, especially when Bekim realizes that Nol is still in love with him. 
Inevitably, the wedding banquet becomes loaded with tension when the unusual 
love triangle starts to unravel. 


BHoemed 
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é Won Best Film - Tallinn Black Nights FF (FIPRESCI, Special Jury Prize) | Nominated 
%, AWARDS ) Best Director - Tallinn Black Nights FF (Best First Feature) - 2017. 
CREW 2 aterta zeqiri 

< 

Producer : Sound/Music : _ 

Kreshnik Keka Pellumb Ballata Blerta Ze born in 1979 and lives in Prishtina, 
Berisha K ector and 
Screenplay : the European 
Blerta Zeqiri, a number 
Kreshnik Keka a 
Berisha CAST 
DOP: eae 
Sevdije Kastrati Alban Ukaj, ee is nue 
Editor : Adriana eae 
Kreshnik Keka Matoshi, Genc rain 
Berisha Salihu return debut 


h film - 'The Marr 


e 


yy 
123 % 10" BIFFES ¥ CONTACT: WIDE MANAGEMENT 
MA@WIDEMANAGEMENT.COM 


THE OPEN DOOR 


LA PUERTA ABIERTA 
WW Bocoe 


DIRECTOR - MARINA SERESESKY 
SPAIN / 2016 / SPANISH / 82 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Rosa is an unhappy and sulky prostitute who inherited the profession from 
Antonia, her mother, an avid fan of Sara Montiel who turns her daily life in a 
hell. The lives of them three change the day that Masha, a Russian prostitute of 
the same corridor, dies by overdose. When Rosa discovers Lyuba, she insists to 
call the police to give them Lyuba, but Antonia rejects the idea. Carlos and Antonia 
convince Rosa to care Lyuba for a few days meanwhile they looking for Yuri, Lyuba’s 
older brother, hoping that he takes the child and move any problem faraway 
from them. 


BHeomed 
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Won Best Film - Toulouse Cinespafia, Transilvania IFF (Audience Award), Alcala de 
v Henares Short Film Festival | Nominated Best Film - Cinema Writers Circle Awards, 
NR AWARDS Feroz Awards, Transilvania (Transilvania Trophy) | Won Best Actor - Carmen Machi 
@ Spanish Actors Union - 2017. 


CREW CAST (MARINA SERESESKY 


=> 


Producer : Carmen Machi, 
Alvaro Lavin, José Terele Pavez, 
Alberto Sanchez Asier Etxeandia, 
Screenplay : Paco Tous 
Marina Seresesky 

DOP: 

Roberto 

Fernandez 

Editor : 

Raul De Torres 

Sound/Music : 

Mariano Marin 


CONTACT: TRUE COLOURS 


124 ¥ 10" BIFFES ¥ GAETANO@TRUECOLOURS.IT 


THE SACRIFICE 


SIETE CABEZAS 


tes} ME SAP 


DIRECTOR - JAIME OSORIO MARQUEZ 
COLOMBIA / 2017 / SPANISH / 99 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 
The world is about to end. Two biologists are sent to a nature reserve to investigate 


the inexplicable death of every living creature in it. The park’s mysterious ranger 
is deeply disturbed by the unsettling visit. Only a Sacrifice can save humanity. 


BSHomd 
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wed. 
pee Oo JAIME OSORIO MARQUEZ 
Producer: Sound/Music : on, 
Diana Camilo Sanabria 
Bustamante, 


Jorge Forero, CAST 


Andrés Calderén 


Screenplay : Andrés 

Jaime Osorio Castafieda, 
Marquez Valentina 
DOP: Gomez, Alex 
David Gallego Betancour, 
Editor : Carlos Marifio, 


Andrea Chignoli Philippe Legler 


re3 


a N CONTACT: LATIDO FILMS 


125 ¥ 10" BIFFES ¥ FESTIVALS@LATIDOFILMS.COM 


“v 


¥ 


% 


THE SQUARE 


ro ALe 


CINEMA OF THE 
WORLD DIRECTOR - RUBEN OSTLUND 


SWEDEN / 2017 / SWEDISH | ENGLISH / 147 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Christian is the respected curator of a contemporary art museum, a divorced 
but devoted father of two who drives an electric car and supports good causes. 
His next show is “The Square”, an installation which invites passersby to altruism, 
reminding them of their role as responsible fellow human beings. But Christian's 
foolish response to the theft of his phone drags him into shameful situations. 
Meanwhile, the museum's PR agency has created an unexpected campaign for 
“The Square”. The response is overblown and sends Christian, as well as the 
museum, into an existential crisis. 


Boomd 
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Best Foreign Language Category - Nominated Film - Oscars - 2018, Won Best Film 
AWARDS - Austin Fantastic Fest, Boston Society of Film Critics Awards, Cannes FF, European 
) Film Awards | Nominated Best Film - Golden Globes, Adelaide FF, British 
Independent Film Awards, Palm Springs IFF, San Sebastian IFF - 2017. 


CREW =) RUBEN GSTLUND 

Producer : Sound/Music : 

Erik Andreas Franck Ruben Ostlund was born in 1974 in Styrs6,He studied 
Hemmendorff , Graphic Design before enrolling at the University of 
Philippe Bober Gothenburg, where he met Erik Hemmendorff Z 
Screenplay : CAST with whom he later founded Plattform 

Ruben Ostlund ; Produktionhas. He became well known for his 

DOP: Sees, humorous and accurate portrayalofhuman 4 f 
Se eny Notary: ? social behaviour, as well as for his 

RiGeH ertind Christopher _ renowned use of Photoshop and other 

Jacob Secher "Leesa, Claes forms of image-processing software in his 

Schulsinger Bang films. All his films have own various 
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awards & Critical appreciation. 


CONTACT: ALLIANCE MEDIA 


y y 
s, 10% BIFFES % SUNIL.DOSHI@ALLIANCEMEDIA.IN 
a od 


THE THIRD MURDER 


SANDOME NO SATSUJIN 


D POs MBO 


DIRECTOR - HIROKAZU KORE-EDA 
JAPAN / 2017 / JAPANESE / 124 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 

Atop lawyer Shigemori, is asked to join in the defense of Misumi, who has already 
spent 30 years in prison for a previous double murder. Misumi is now back in 
jail, having willingly admitted that he robbed, killed and burned the body of his 
former employer. It seems to be an open-and-shut case. But once Shigemori 
starts digging, interviewing his client and the victim's family, the evidence is no 
longer obvious and the cynical attorney, who is much more interested in winning 
the case than unveiling the truth, begins to doubt that Misumi is indeed the guilty 


party. 
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Nominated Best Film, Best actor - Asia Pacific Screen Awards, Venice FF, Golden 
AWARDS ) Lion - 2017. 


CREW {2 nirokazu kore-e0a 
Producer: Sound/Music : 
Kaoru Matsuzaki, Kazuhiko Tomita, 
Hijiri Taguchi Ludovico Einaudi 
Screenplay : dir master 
Hirokazu CAST Maborosi’, 
Kore-Eda 
DOP: Fukuyama 
Mikiya Takimoto Masaharu, 
Editor : Yakusho Koji, 
Hirokazu Hirose Suzu, The Thir 
Kore-Eda Hashizume Isao me 
st film. The main 
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CONTACT: GAGA CORPORATION 


OGURIYMY@GAGA.CO.JP 


b. | hl “ 
THE WOUND 


INXEBA 


 Qporws 


CINEMA OF THE 
WORLD DIRECTOR - JOHN TRENGOVE 


SOUTH AFRICA / 2017 / AFRIKAANS | XHOSA / 88 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


What happens when ancient beliefs and modern life come into conflict? John 
Trengove’s suspenseful drama explores this dynamic when a ‘soft’ city boy is 
forced by his father to undergo the traditional rites of passage. 


BHewed 
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Best Foreign Language Category - Shortlisted Film - Oscars - 2018, Won Best Film 
- Berlin IFF, Carthage IFF, Cinema Jove - Valencia IFF, Durban IFF, Nominated Best 
Film - Philadelphia IFF, Sundance IFF, Sydney IFF Special Mention MOOV Intl Film 
Festival Belgium 2017 Best Film award Sarasota Film Festival 2017 Audience Award 
OA Sydney Film Festival 2017 Best film Award Torino LGBTQI Film Festival 2017 Best 
Ni AWARDS Actor (Nakhane Touré) Best Movies Award Valencia Cinema Jove Film Festival, Spain 
Sas 2017 Grand Prize Taipei Intl Film Festival 2017 Grand Jury Prize? in the International 
Competition Section Mumbai Film Festival 2017 Audience Award for Best Film 
Queer Porto Film Festival 2017 Best Feature Film International Queer & Migrant Film 
Festival, Amsterdam 2017 Film Festival,Best Film and Best Actor at Cinema Jove,Best 
Director and Best Actor at Durban International Film Festival- 2017. 


CREW =) JOHN TRENGOVE 

Producer : Sound/Music : | . 

Elias Ribeiro , Cait Jodo Orecchia John Trengove originally trained as an actor and 
Pansegrouw went on to study at NYU's Tisch School of the Arts. He 
Screenplay : spent his early career making work across 

John Trengove, east multiple platforms, including the cult theatre 

Thando hit The Epicene Butcher’ which played at the 
Mgqolozana, Nakhane Touré, Edinburgh Fringe Festival, and his television 

ed Bepel Bongile miniseries Hopeville which was awarded 

Paul Ozgiir Mantsai, Niza the Rose d'Or and received an International 

Editor: Ey Al Emmy nomination. In 2015, he received a 

Matthew Wesel best director SAFTA and and honorary 

Swanepoel award from the South African Academy 


of Arts and Sciences for his work on the 
drama series, 'Swartwater'. 


Ye ms 
ie % 10" BIFFES ¥ 
CONTACT: PYRAMIDE FILMS INTERNATIONAL 


DISTRIBUTION@PYRAMIDEFILMS.COM 


=) JOACHIM TRIER 


Joachim Trieris a Norwegian film director raised in 
Oslo, son of Jacob Trier was the sound technician of 
‘Pinchcliffe Grand Prix’, a notable film produced in 
Norway. He is a distant relative to Danish director 
Lars von Trier. As a teenager he began shooting 
and producing his own skateboarding videos. 


His passion for film making ultimately led to 
his studies at the European Film College in 
Ebeltoft and at the UK's National Film & 
Television School. His debut film 'Reprise' 
received several national awards and led 

him to be named one of Variety's "10 

Directors to Watch" in 2007. 


CONTACT: MEMENTO FILMS INTERNATIONA! 
FESTIVAL@MEMENTO-FILMS.COM 


=) FABIO MEIRA 


Fabio Meira was Born in Goidnia, Brazil in 1979, he 
began working in the film industry as assistant director 
to Ruy Guerra who has won two Silver Bears at 
the Berlinale. Fabio Meiro studied at the 
Escuela Internacional de Cine y Television in 
Cuba and directed numerous short and 


medium-length films. 'As duas Irenes' 
(Two Irenes) is his debut feature film as 
director. 


CONTACT: TRUE COLOURS 
GAETANO@TRUECOLOURS.IT 


VIDEO PARLOR 


DCB MOT 


DIRECTOR - PRASAD NAMJOSHI 
INDIA / 2017 / MARATHI / 131 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Vikram is a film maker and is in search of a subject. He travels to one of his 
childhood friends’ town to whom he has not met for last twenty years. During 
his journey, he remembers his childhood memories which revolves around a 
video parlour based in his hometown. He grew up with the parlour and had a 
lasting memory of joy and sorrow with the parlour owner and his daughter. His 
memories of success and failure, love and insult. 


BHesod 
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CREW CAST OQ PRASAD NAMJOSHI 
< 
Producer: Sandeep 
Dr Shreyansh Pathak Onkar Prasad Namjoshi is indian filmmaking practitioner, 


Kapale Govardhan ‘Video Parlour' is his second feature film as a director. 
Screenplay : Kalyani Muley His debut feature film is 'Rangaa Patangaa’ 

Prasad Namjoshi Gauri Konge Prasad has a PhD in M lia. He has 

DoP: Amruta completed his post-graduation in 

Devandra Malvadkar Communication Studies from University of 

Gokwer Pune. He has to his credit a Maharashtra 

oles ee State Government Literary awar 

Sagar Vanjari 


Short Cut’ and 
‘Pandepuran'. 


Sound/Music : 
Piyush Shah Vijay 
Gavande 


a 


yo yy CONTACT: SANTOSH PATHARE 
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9 RIMA DAS 


Rima Das is a self-taught film writer, producer, and 
director. Born and raised in a small village in Assam in 
northeast India, she is now based in Mumbai 
Her first feature 'MAN WITH THE 
BINOCULARS' (ANTARDRISHTI) premiered 
in the First Feature Competition at Tallinn 


Black Nights Film Festival 2016 and also 
screened at MAMI Mumbai Film Festival. 


In addition to writing and directing 

feature fiction and documentary films, 

she also manages a film production 
company called ‘Flying River Films’. 


CONTACT: RIMA DAS 
RIMAFLYINGRIVERFILMS@GMAIL.COM 
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9 ANNEMARIE JACIR 


Annemarie Jacir was born in Bethlehem and 
studied film at Columbia University. She has been 
in independent cinema since 1998, 
directed 'Until When’, 'A Few Crumbs for the 
Birds'. She was named one of Filmmaker 
magazine's 25 New Faces of Independent 
Cinema in 2007, Jacir shot the first feature 
film by a Palestinian woman director, Salt 
of this Sea, released in 2008 and received 
many other awards and nominations 
including winning the MAA for Best 
Screenplay and Cinema in Motion award 
at the 55th SSIFF and a FIPRESCI aw 


CONTACT: PYRAMIDE FILMS INTERNATIONAL 
DISTRIBUTION@PYRAMIDEFILMS.COM 


=) JOSE MARIA CABRAL 


José Maria Cabral (born in Santo Domingo in 1988) 
started making films when he was 16 years old, and he 
has produced, directed, and written several 
features. His film Jaque Mate! (2012) was 
selected as the Dominican entry for the 
foreign language film Academy Award. 


Cabral is now promoting his new feature 
drama, 'Carpinteros', which is about the 
realities and relationships of prisoners in 
Dominican jails. 


CONTACT: FILM FACTORY 
MANONGFILMFACTORY.ES 


" 
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SARI SICAK 
Odie S&ces 


DIRECTOR - FIKRET REYHAN 
TURKEY / 2017 / TURKISH / 85 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 

Ina field surrounded and squeezed by increasing industrialization, an immigrant 
family, deep in financial debt, struggles to survive through traditional farming. 
Their son, Ibrahim, determined to find his own way, dreams of a different future 
for himself. Ibrahim is surrounded by not only his family’s feudal circumstances 
but also the merciless system of the region. However, he finds that it is not so 
easy to turn a dream into reality. His actions will have many unexpected 
consequences for both himself and for his family. 
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Won Best Film - Golden Tulip National Competition, best film -Istanbul IFF, Silver St. 
AWARDS __) George- Moscow IFF | Nominated Best Film - Crystal Apricot Award for Best film 
-Malatya IFF, Golden St. George- Moscow IFF | Won Best Director - Malatya IFF | 


Best Actor - Ertugrul Aytag Usun @ Istanbul IFF | Best Editor - Omer Guintivarand 
Fikret Reyhan @ Istanbul IFF, Malatya IFF - 2017. 


SAE j=) FIKRET REYHAN 
ax 

Producer : Sound/Music : 

Nizamettin Mohammed 

Reyhan, Nuriye © Mokhtary 

Bilici 

Screenplay : 

Fikret Reyhan CAST 

DOP: 

Marton Miklauzic Umut Alagill, 

Editor ¢ Akan Atakan, 


Omer Giiniivar, —_Ersin Buyar, 
Fikret Reyhan Serap Gezer 
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ANAHID ABAD 
=< 


Anahid Abad was Born in an Armenian 
family in 1969 in Tehran, She holds a BA in 
Film Directing. During her career she has served as 
First Assistant Director and Planner to many 
movie projects in the professional Iranian 
cinema. She has cooperated with prominent ye 5 
directors such as Alireza Davood Nejad, ' 


Abolfazl Jalili, Rasoul Sadrameli, Ahmad 
Reza Darvish, Varuzh Karim-Masihi, Bahram 
Beizaie, and so on. Since 2006, she has 
been a member of the Central Board of 
Assistant Directors & Program Planners 

Institute of Iran Cinema. In 2010 she 

became the Head of the institute. 


CONTACT: FARABI CINEMA FOUNDATION 
FCFI@DPI.NET.IR 


YOU GO TO MY HEAD 


Cove Tee 8 Shy Wer 


DIRECTOR - DIMITRI DE CLERCQ 
FRANCE / 2017 / FRENCH / 116 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


In the Sahara, a mysterious car accident leaves a young woman lost and alone. 
Jake an architect, finds her unconscious. Drives her to the nearest doctor, to 
discover that she is suffering from amnesia. Intoxicated by the woman's beauty 
claims to be her husband. He names her Kitty and takes her to his remote desert 
home to recuperate and invents an elaborate life they can share. Little by little, 
Kitty begins to fall in love with him. But when past begin to surface, Jake 
increasingly lives in fear of losing the love of his life. 
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a Won Best Film - Bronze Precolumbian Circle- Bogota FF, Orlando FF,Valley FF, 

¥ AWARDS ) WorldFest Houston | Nominated Best Film - Golden Precolumbian Circle, Silver 

ea) Precolumbian Circle,- Bogota FF, FIPRESCI Prize, Golden Pyramid - Cairo IFF, 
Nominated Silver Pyramid- Cairo IFF, Ravenna Nightmare | Nominated Best 
Director -Cairo IFF, Orlando FF, WorldFest Houston | Best Actor - Svetozar Cvetkovic 


@ WorldFest Houston - 2017. 


esa [= DIMITRI DE CLERCQ 
: >< 

Producer: Novica Jankov, 

Dimitri De Clercq Dragan Ledjenac, 


Screenplay : Matthias Kristen 
Dimitri De Clercq, 

Pierre Bourdy 

&Amp; Rosemary 


Ricchio 

DOP: CAST 

Stijn Grupping 

Editor : Delfine Bafort, 

Tobias Beul Svetozar 

Sound/Music: —Cvetkovi?, 

Hacéne Larbi, Arend Pinoy Production co! 


Head', de Clercq's re film directorial 


197 yr h sl debut 
t \ 
¥ 10 BIFFES ¥ CONTACT: LOIC MAGNERON 


INFOS@WIDEMANAGEMENT.COM 


ZAGROS 


Cosorteea® 


DIRECTOR - SAHIM OMAR KALIFA 
BELGIUM / 2017 / KURDISH | DUTCH / 95 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 

Zagros is a young shepherd, living with his pregnant wife Havin, and nine-year- 
old daughter. One day, Zagros’ father accuses Havin that the child she is expecting 
isn’t Zagros’s. Scared for her life, Havin flees with their daughter. Zagros dismisses 
the accusations and joins them, convinced of a bright future and of his wife's 
innocence. Zagros’ father continues to plant toxic seeds of doubt that become 
increasingly hard for Zagros to shake. The story develops into a compelling drama 
of one man’s struggle between his loyalty to traditional family values and the 
embracing of a modern lifestyle. 
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¥ AWARDS Won Best Film - Ghent FF | Nominated Best Film - Dubai IFF, Ghent FF | Official 
NA Selection - IFF Rotterdam, Stockholm IFF | Nominated Best Director - Dubai IFF - 2017 
CREW CAST Oo SAHIM OMAR KALIFA 
4 Sahim Omar Kal lgian-Kurdish 

producers eee filmmaker based in Belgium. He got his 

ries Phlypo aria Hachem Jeoree in fil +t Sint- 
Screenplay : Menonicdl s degree in filmm: int-Lu 
Sahim Omar Brader Musiki, hi - j 
Kalifa Maaike Neuville hort films Land ¢ 
DOP: B d Bad Hunter. The 
Ruben Impens achievement: are Jury Prize 
Editor : Short film for Land of 
Dorith Vinken Berlin International FF, 


Sound/Music : 
Rutger Reinders 
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CONTACT: GLOBAL SCREEN GMBH 


he the Osc 
veral international 
n in Istanbul 
film dire 
member of the Academy A\ 


CLAUDIA.RUDOLPH@GLOBALSCREEN.DE 


NETPAL 
AWARDS 


GOODBYE, GRANDPA! 


OJIICHAN SHINJATTATTE 


TEP, Te, OCHS 


DIRECTOR - YUKIHIRO MORIGAKI 
JAPAN / 2017 / JAPANESE / TIOMIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


In the heat of summer, Yoshiko gets a phone call telling her that her grandfather 
has died while she is having sex with her boyfriend. And so begins the funeral 
of her grandfather complete with slovenly uncle, angry aunt, shut-in cousin and 
grandma with dementia. Yoshiko marvels that nobody cries, and she witnesses 
bad family behavior like she has never seen before. She starts thinking about 
the lofty concepts of life and death, and becomes more determined than ever 
to visit the Ganges River in India where people believe they can free their souls 
for eternity. 
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CREW CAST 
Producer: Yukino Kishii, 
Indiveon, Pride Ryo Iwamatsu, 
One Ken Mitsuishi, 
Entertainment Jun Miho, Miki 
Screenplay : Mizuno 
Sahoko Yamazaki 

DOP: 

Keisuke Imamura 

Editor : 

Kenichi Hirai 


Sound/Music : 
Kinya Yokoyama, 
Kazuyoshi Tonami 


naa % 10" BIFFES ¥ 


MARLINA THE MURDERER 
IN FOUR ACTS 


MARLINA SI PEMBUNUH DALAM EMPAT BABAK 


WON: BD WBS Qe Hoc CF 
DIRECTOR - MOULY SURYA 
INDONESIA / 2017 / INDONESIAN / 95 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 
In the deserted hills of an Indonesian island, Marlina, a young widow, is attacked, 
raped and robbed for her cattle. To defend herself, she kills several men of the 
gang. Seeking justice, she goes on a journey for empowerment and redemption. 
But the road is long, especially when the ghost of her headless victim begins to 
haunt her. 


Booed 
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es Best Film - NETPAC Award - Five Flavours FF, Jogja-NETPAC Asian FF | Nominated Best 
4 AWARDS ) Film - AFI Fest, Cannes FF(Queer Palm), Five Flavours FF, Golden Horse FF, Goteborg FF | 
Sy Won Best Director - Tokyo FILMeX | Nominated Best Director - Asia Pacific Screen 
Awards | Won Best Actor - Marsha Timothy @ Sitges - Catalonian IFF - 2017. 


CREW 2 mouty surva 
Sound/Music : S 

Producer : Yudhi Arfani, 

Rama Adi Fauzan Zeke Khaseli 


Rizal Isabelle 


borni 
n media 


Glachant 
Screenplay : CAST 
Mouly Surya 
as Marsha 
Sa oll Timothy, Dea 
Y 2 Pacal Panendra, Yoga = They Abou 
es ie Eels Pratama, the Murderer in Four Act: 
‘ Egi Fedly latest film 


Kelvin Nugroho 


=) CONTACT: ASIAN SHADOWS 


141 ¥ 10" BIFFES & ANNE@CHINESESHADOWS.COM 


9 KSENIA ZUEVA 


Ksenia Zueva was born on 1990. She was a 
Director, Writer, Actress, Production Designer, and 
Producer. She wrote directed Nearest and 
dearest [fiction, full length film] and Gelya 
[fiction, 31 mn], She performed as an 
actress in 'Stroboscope' by Yevgeniya 


Dupliakina and ‘Fourteen Steps' by 
Maksim Shavkin, She worked as 
Production Designer as well. 'Nearest 
and dearest’ is her latest feature film. 


CONTACT: INTERCINEMA 
NATASHAGINTERCINEMA.RU 


NEWTON 


Rawr 


DIRECTOR - AMIT V MASURKAR 
INDIA / 2017 / HINDI | GONDI / 106 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Newton is a stickler for principles he’s given the job of volunteer election worker 
in the village where he's to make sure that the election is carried out properly 
turns out to be a democratic stress-centre, where he must keep devious military 
personnel and bureaucrats in check - even as the voters, the very people the 
whole thing is about. The Adivasi are wise to keep their distance from this staged 
spectacle of democracy and put up resistance with a cunning game of hide-and- 
seek. When a foreign election monitor arrives, the tide turns in his favour - but 
only temporarily. 
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A, Best Foreign Language Film Entry - Oscars 2018, Won Best Film - Berlin IFF, Hong 
¥ AWARDS ) kong IFF | Nominated Best Film - Jerusalem FF, Buenos Aires IF, Edinburgh IFF, 
By Hong Kong IFF, Tribeca Ff | Best Director - Istanbul IFF | Best Actor - Won 

Rajkummar Rao-Asia Pacific Screen Awards. - 2017. 
CREW (J 

= AMIT V MASURKAR 

Producer: Sound/Music : 
Manish Mundra, Naren Amit V Masurkar Born in Bagalkot and brought up 
Pramila Mundra Chandravarkar, in Mumbai and studied in IES School, Dadar. Amit 
Screenplay : Benedict Taylor, dropped out of an engineering course at 
Mayank Tewari, Niraj Gera Manipal Institute of Technology at the age of 
Amit V Masurkar 20 to pursue filmmaking. He later acquired 
DOP: CAST a BA degree History and worked as an 
swaps Rajkumar Rao, assistant director on films made for television, 
Editor : Anjali Patil, before writing film screenplays. 'Newton 


Shweta Venkat 
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Pankaj Tripathi, |S his second feature film, it was selected 
Raghubir Yadav as the Indian entry for the Best Foreign 
Language Film for OSCARS 2018. 
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= yy CONTACT: DRISHYAM FILMS 
¥ 10" BIFFES ¥ RITIKA@DRISHYAMFILMS.COM 


POMEGRANATE ORCHARD 


RONNees® gesrcerr 


NAR BAGI 
DIRECTOR - ILGAR NAJAF 


AZERBAUAN / 2017 / AZERBAUANI / 90 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Gabil returns home to the humble family farmstead, surrounded by an orchard 
of venerable pomegranate trees; since his sudden departure twelve years ago 
he was never once in contact. However, the deep emotional scars he left behind 
cannot be erased from one day to the next. 
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BroInDosBe. 
am 
os Best Foreign Language Film Entry - Oscars 2018, Won Best Film - Asia Pacific Screen 
¥, AWARDS ) Awards, Eurasian IFF | Nominated Best Film - Cairo IFF, Grand pix -Eurasian IFF, 
= Karlovy Vary IFF - 2017. 


CREW OQ ILGAR NAJAF 

< 
Producer : Editor : : s : 
MushfEg Elmir Hasanov Ilgar Najaf nin Armenia in After the 
Hatamoy, Ilgar | Sound/Music : ethnic cor forcibly 
Najaf Firuddin ed from 


Screenplay : Allahverdi 
Asif Rustamov, 

Ilgar Najaf, Roelof CAST 
Jan Minneboo 


ud 
State Uni 


DOP: Tlahe Hasanova, 
Ayhan Salar Semimi Farhad, al I 
Gurban resu vale, 


Ismailov, Hasen 


debut 'B 
Aghayev SE 


CONTACT: ASIF RUSTAMOV 
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9 KAMILA ANDINI 


Kamila Andini was born in Jakarta in May 6, 1986. 
She studied Sociology and Media Arts at Deakin 
University, Melbourne, Australia. Her concern of 
social culture, gender equality and environmental 
issue lead her passion to make films with a 
distinctive perspective of telling a story. In 


2011 she released her debut feature film 


"The Mirror Never Lies", which portraits 
the life of sea wanderer in Indonesian 
ocean. Her two short films "Following 
Diana" and "Memoria" portrait women 
issues both in urban area of Jakarta and 
also in post conflict area of Timor Leste. 


CONTACT: CERCAMON 
EDGAR@CERCAMON.BIZ 


FIPRESU! 
AWARDS 


MOHAMMAD RASOULOF 
x< 


Mohammad Rasoulof was born in Shiraz, Iran in 
1972. He is an independent director, writer and 
producer. He studied sociology. Rasoulof started 
his filmmaking with documentaries and short 
films, his first film 'Gagooman'won the prize 
for the best film at the Fajr Film Festival-2011, 


he won the prize for best director in Un 
Certain Regard for his film 'Bé Omid é 
Didar'at the Cannes Film Festival. In 2013 f 
he won the FIPRESCI Prize in Cannes for 

the film ‘Manuscripts don't burn’. 


CONTACT: 
FESTIVALS@MATCHFACTORY.DE 


= BORIS KHLEBNIKOV 
Boris Khlebnikov was born on August 28, 1972 
in Moscow, Russian SFSR, USSR as Boris Igorevich 
Khlebnikov, and studied film theory at the 
Gerasimov Institute of Cinematography. 
He is a producer and director, known 
for Roads to 'Koktebel' (2003), 'Free 


Floating’ (2006) and ‘Arrhythmia’ 
(2017). 


CONTACT: INDIE SALES 
INFO@INDIESALES.EU 


= ALAIN GOMIS 
Alain Gomis was born in 1972 in Paris, France. 
He is a director and writer, known for his movies 
'Félicité’, 'L'afrance and Aujourd'hui'. His 
2017 film 'Félicité' was selected as the 
Senegalese entry for the Best Foreign 
Language Film at the 90th Academy 


Awards. 


CONTACT: JOUR2FETE 
CLEMENCE.MICHALON@JOUR2FETE.COM 


OBLIVION VERSES 


LOS VERSOS DEL OLVIDO 


Lodobar axex 


DIRECTOR - ALIREZA KHATAMI 
CHILE / 2017 / SPANISH / 92 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Within the walls of a sprawling cemetery where time stands still, an undertaker 
in his seventies lives a quiet existence. With an incredibly detailed memory and 
a body that bears scars, counting down his last days at the graveyard. His daily 
routine goes by uninterrupted until the outside world sends in news of a 
mysterious happening: a pod of whales beached on the nearby coast while violent 
clashes erupt in the city leaves behind the unidentified body of a young woman 
at morgue. Determined to offer the woman a proper burial, he sets off on a 
Kafkaesque journey of redemption. 


Boomd 
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oy Best Film - Venice FF (FIPRESCI , Interfilm Award) | Nominated Best Film - Chicago 
¥ AWARDS ) FF, Mumbai FF, Nantes Three Continents Festival, Sao Paulo IFF, Venice FF (Venice 
Sy Horizons Award) | Won Best Director - Nantes Three Continents Festival | Won Best 
Screenplay - Alireza Khatami @ Venice FF 


CREW {ALIREZA KHATAMI 
x 
Producer : Antoine Heberlé 
Vincent Wang, Editor: Alireza Khatami is a writer/ director/ producer 
Fred Bellaiche, Florent Mangeot born in Darab, Iran, and studied at the Savannah 
House On Fire, Sound/Music : College of Art & Design. He was selected in the _ 
Endorphine Miroslav Babic, 24th session of Cinefondation Residency of 
Production, Markus Krohn, the Cannes Film Festival in 2012. He is the 
Lemming Film Tom Korr director of the short film Mr. Chang's 


pienale . CAST New Address, which played as part of 
URS Teneo the anthology Taipei Factory. 'Oblivion 


Dominique uan Margallo ' 

Welinski, René en a i Verses' is his debut feature film 
Ballesteros Estal, Manuel 

DOP: Moron 


CONTACT: URBAN DISTRIBUTION INTERNATIONAL 


150 ¥ | Oth B IFFES ¥ ANTONIA@URBANGROUP.BIZ 
% I 4 


BOJAN VULETIC 
x< 


Bojan Vuleti, was born in Belgrade in 1977. He 
holds a M.A.in Film and TV Directing from the Faculty 
of Dramatic Arts in Belgrade. As a co-writer, he 
has collaborated with Stefan Arsenijevi, on 
the omnibus film Lost and Found and the 
feature Love and Other Crimes, which 


premiered at the 58th Berlinale and won 
two Best Script awards at national festivals. 
His first feature film ‘Practical Guide to 
Belgrade with Singing and Crying' was at 

Karlovy Vary East of the West competition. 


CONTACT: SOUL FOOD 
TIJANA.VISNJIC@SOULFOODFILMS.COM 


= PEDRO PINHO 
Pedro Pinho studied at the Cinema and Theatre 
School of Lisbon and at the ENS - Louis Lumiére in 
Paris.completed the post-graduate courses of 
Directing and Screenwriting of the London 
Film School at the Calouste Gulbenkian 
Foundation. The End of the World is his 
first fiction medium-lenght work and was 
premiered at the 63° Berlinale, 
IndieLisboa, Festival do Rio.'The Nothing 
Factory’ is his first fiction feature. 


CONTACT: MEMENTO FILMS INTERNATIONAL 
FESTIVAL@MEMENTO-FILMS.COM 


COUNTRY FOCUS 
GERMANY 


German Cinema has witnessed singularly chequered history since early 
dawn of cinema world over. From early expressionist cinemas of 1920s 
to Nazi 30s and 40s, to East and West divides of post 45s, to Occupation 
& Reconstruction explorations of 60s, New German cinema and popular 
narratives of 80s and modern cinema of 90s and thereafter, German 
Cinema has held its own and has unique influences on the world cinema 
marquee. 


Capturing the quintessential quality of German Cinema of today, 
especially contemporary films, BIFFES 2018 has curated a mixed 
mélange of eclectic, thought provoking and popular cinemas. These 
cinematic explorations, have not only won accolades at variety of film 
festival circuits, but also provide perspective window into essential 
cinemas emanating from Germany today with their crop of new talented 
and experimental directors. 


As part of Country Focus Section, BIFFES presents six of German films 
from as disparate directors and thematic content to their individualistic 
and influential directorial styles. These vary from feel good family 
dramas to light hearted comedic films to social dramas, biopic and 
pure play art house fares, all of which speak of contemporary German 
cinema's true strengths and directions. 


The films in our Country Focus Germany are ‘Four Hands’ (Die 
Vieerhandige) by Oliver Kienle, ‘The Final Journey’ (Leanders Letzte Reise) 
by Nickj Baker- Monteys, ‘The Young Karl Max’ (Le Jeune Karl Marx) and 
‘Directions’ by Stephan Komandarev . We also have two documentaries 
which are as per this year’s BIFFES theme - Human Rights. 


10" BIFFES 
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=) OLIVER KIENLE 
Oliver Kienle was born on 1982 in Dettelbach, 
Germany. He began writing, drawing and composing 
when he was young. He majored in German 
literature at Wurzburg, while interning in 
film and video production. Later enrolled 
at Filmakademie Baden-Wirttemberg in 


film directing. His graduating film 'Bis 
Aufs Blut' was his first feature and won 
more than 15 awards. 'Four Hands! is 
his second theatrical film. 


CONTACT: ARRI MEDIA 
RSEHR@ARRI.DE 


NICK BAKER-MONTEYS 
<< 


Nick Baker-Monteys, born 1964 in Berlin, is a film 
director, screenwriter and script consultant. His debut 
film "The Man Who Jumped Over Cars" came to 
the cinema in 2011 and won the screenplay 
award at the Max Ophiils Saarbriicken Film 
Festival and was awarded Best Picture at the 


International Film Festival Aubagne. 
Baker-Monteys is a guest lecturer at the 
German Film and Television Academy 
Berlin and is a member of the Federal 
Association of Directors. Nick 
Baker-Monteys also works as a 
commercial film director. 


CONTACT: GLOBAL SCREEN GMBH 
CLAUDIA.RUDOLPH@GLOBALSCREEN.DE 


=) RAOUL PECK 


Raoul Peck (born 1953) is an Oscar- 
nominated Haitian filmmaker, of both 
documentary and feature films, and a 
political activist. Briefly, from March 
1996 to September 1997, he was 
Haiti's Minister of Culture. His film I 
Am Not Your Negro about the life of 
James Baldwin was nominated for an 
Oscar in January 2017. 


CONTACT: GOETHE INSTITUT, BENGALURU 
MAUREEN.GONSALVES@BANGALORE.GOETHE.ORG 


, COUNTRY FOCUS 
» GERMANY 


=) VALESKA GRISEBACH 


Valeska Grisebach studied philosophy and German 
in Berlin, Munich and Vienna. In 1993 she began 
studying directing at the Vienna Film Academy 
with Peter Patzak, Wolfgang Glick and Michael 
Haneke. Her graduation film MEIN STERN 

was nominated for the Adolf Grimme Prize 

in 2002 and won the Critics' Award at the 
Toronto International Film Festival and the 
Grand Prize of the Torino Film Festival. Her 
second feature film SEHNSUCHT 
celebrated its premiere in 2006 at the 
Berlinale Competition. The film has 

received numerous awards at various 

international festivals. 


CONTACT: FILMS BOUTIQUE GMBH 
ALEKSANDR@FILMSBOUTIQUE.COM 


(J) STEPHAN KOMANDAREV 
=< 


Stephan Komandarev was born in Sofia, Bulgaria, 
and holds a degree in film and television directing 
from the New Bulgarian University. He is the 
director of the documentaries Bread over the 
Fence (02), Alphabet of Hope (03), and The 
Town of Badante Women (09), as well as 


the fiction features The World is Big and 
Salvation Lurks Around the Corner (08) 
and The Judgement (14). Directions (17) 
is his most recent film. 


CONTACT: ARRI MEDIA 
RSEHR@ARRI.DE 


WHY DEMOCRACY? : 
TAXI TO THE DARK SIDE 


GERMANY / 2007 / ENGLISH / 52 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


The Oscar-winning documentary by filmmaker Alex Gibney demonstrates how 
the US infringes human rights in the name of democracy and has overruled 
principles of international law. To date, during the “War on Terror”, over 100 
prisoners have been killed in US military prisons such as Bagram (Afghani- 
stan), Abu Ghraib (Iraq) or Guantanamo Bay (Cuba). Taxi to the Dark Side takes 
an in-depth look at one of these cases. 


GERMANY / 2008 / GERMAN / 28 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Stasi surveillance as a film experience: over a number of years, the GDR Minis- 
try for State Security spied on photographer Harald Hauswald. About 30 “IMs” 
(unofficial employees) were put on his case. His photographs deviated far too 
much from the self-image that the GDR wanted to portray. Hauswald pub- 
lished his photos in the West, thus increasing the authorities’ political mistrust. 
The filmmaker Marc Thimmler juxtaposes voiceover texts from the Hauswald 
Stasi files with Hauswald’s often sceptical, sometimes ironic, but never denun- 
ciatory photographs. 


=  § 10" BIFFES ¥ 


COUNTRY FOCUS 
THAILAND 


Like any other nation of the world, cinema came to Thailand way back 
to the early days of filmmaking, when Francois-Henri Lavancy-Clarke 
recorded King Chulalongkorn’s 1897 visit to Bern, Switzerland. The film 
was then brought to Bangkok, where it was exhibited. 


While the 1930s, has been described as the Golden Age of the Thai film 
industry with the years after World War II seeing a resurgence of sorts, 
however, with competition from Hollywood saw Thai industry hit its 
nadir in the 1980s and 1990s. 


However, thereafter, the Thailand saw its own “New Wave” cinemas, with 
directors as Nonzee Nimibutr, Pen-Ek Ratanaruang and Apichatpong 
Weerasethakul and action hero Tony Jaa being celebrated at film festivals 
acfross the world. 


With new wave directors achieving commercial and artistic success, a 
new crop of filmmakers has since grown up outside the traditional and 
often restrictive Thai studio system to create experimental short films 
and features. 


The indie movement began with Apichatpong Weerasethakul’s 2002 
feature Blissfully Yours which won the Un Certain Regard Prize at Cannes 
Film Festival. Other indie directors include Aditya Assarat (Wonderful 
Town), Anocha Suwichakornpong (Mundane History), Pimpaka Towira 
(One Night Husband), Thunska Pansittivorakul (Voodoo Girls), Sivaroj 
Kongsakul (Eternity), Wichanon Somunjarn (In April the Following Year, 
There Was a Fire) and Nawapol Thamrongrattanarit (36). 


Over the years Thailand films has carved their own special niche both in 
the Asian/Asean cinema marquee besides garnering recognition in the 
global scene as well. BIFFES, as part of its Country Focus Section features 
Cinema of Thailand. 


The complement of five Thailand films comprises of a two horror thrillers, 
two romantic comedies, and an experimental collection of five shorts by 
five different directors. These five films give viewers a full flavor of the 
Thailand cinema of today with new young debutant directors who are 
etching their names on the movie marquee making the right noises on 
the international festival circuits as well. 
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POLS HOS 


DIRECTOR - NATTAWUT POONPIRIYA 
THAILAND / 2012 / THAI / 90 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


3 Thai teens in New York City, Jack is a rich kid from Thailand, Pam a materialistic 
girl who would do anything to impress others, Bee, Jack's girlfriend, who has yet 
to reveal to anyone why she came to NYC. They are roommates and want to have 
a New Year Eve party to remember, so Jack calls Jesus, a drug dealer, to drop off 
some stuff to their apartment so they can celebrate the end of the year in style. 
They actually don’t know Jesus and his background. However, his visit that night 
will change their lives forever. 


Spend 
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a Nominated Best Film - Puchon IFF, Thailand National Film Association Awards, Udine 
¥ AWARDS Far East FF | Nominated Best Director - Thailand National Film Association Awards | 
My Won Best Actor - David Asavanond, Best Screenplay -Nattawut Poonpiriya , Best Editing 


CREW Kunvanlee 
Sound/Music : 
Producer: Hualampong 
Jira Maligool, Riddim 
Vanridee 
Pongsittisak, CAST 
Suvimon 
Techasupinun Pachara 
Screenplay : Chirathivat, 
Nattawut Jarinporn 
Poonpiriya Joonkiat, 
DOP: Pattarasaya 
Niramon Ross Kreuasuwansri, 
Editor: David 
Asavanond 


Panayu 
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- Panayu Kunvanlee @Thailand National Film Association Awards. 
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CREW 
Producer : Sound/Music : 
Damrong- Vichaya Vatanasapt 
chaitham, Jira 
Maligool CAST 
Screenplay : 
Nawapol Sunny 
Thamrongrat- | Suwanmeth- 
tanarit anont, Davika 
DOP: Hoorne, 
Niramon Ross __ Violette 
Editor : Wautier, 
Chonlasit Torpong 
Upanigkit Chantabubpha 
we =) 
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HEART ATTACK 


HAM PUAY... HAM PHAK... HAM RAK MOR 
esp hcc ia Sas 


DIRECTOR - NAWAPOL THAMRONGRATTANARIT 
THAILAND / 2015 / THAI / 130 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Atop graphics designer is given assignment one after the other from companies 
that need their ad campaigns retouched and models imperfections brushed 
away. He pushes himself by not sleeping for five straight days, living on a potent 
brew of Red Bull, and the first angry red spots appear on the back of his neck 
and slowly spread to the rest of his body. Forced to visit a doctor but embarrassed 
to discover an attractive young medical student who needs to examine his penis. 
They only meet for a few minutes each month, but it’s enough to motivate him 
and expectations for romance to bloom. 
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Won Best Film - Osaka Asian FF, Thailand National Film Association Awards | Won 

AWARDS ) Best Director, Best Actor - Sunny Suwanmethanont , Best Editing - Chonlasit 
Upanigkit , Best Screen Play - Nawapol Thamrongrattanarit @ Thailand National 
Film Association Awards. 


y 


p 
“ 


y, 


LADDALAND 


Oy, 


OD Co,0% 
a 8 


COUNTRY FOCUS 
THAILAND DIRECTOR - SOPHON SAKDAPHISIT 


THAILAND / 2011 / THAI / 113 MIN. 


My 


SYNOPSIS 


Thee, a struggling 40-year-old marketing officer, moves from Bangkok to Laddaland 
an upscale housing development with large, beautiful homes, bringing along his 
wife, Parn, his rebellious daughter Nan and lively young son Nat. Thee is certain that 
the move is the best option to answer all of his financial problems. While Laddaland 
appears to be a relatively ordinary, quiet neighborhood. Thee and his family realize 
that something is wrong with the environs when they encounter a series of terrifying, 
paranormal events that drives the family to the edge of insanity 


BHeoemed 
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Won Best Film - Thailand National Film Association Awards | Won Best Actor - 
AWARDS ) Piyathida Woramusik, Best Makeup - Pichet Wongjansom , Best Editing - Thammarat 


Sumethsupachok, Best Screenplay @ Thailand National Film Association Awards. 


CREW jumethsupachek =) SOPHON SAKDAPHISIT 
: < 
Producer: Hualampong Riddim, 
Jira Maligool, Vichaya Vatanasapt Sophon Sakdaphisit is a 36 year old Thai filmmaker 
Vanridee CAST and screenwriter born on 2 March 1982 well known 
Pongsittisak for his movies Laddaland (2011),Coming Soon 
Screenplay : Saharat (2008), The Swimmers (2014) 
Sopana Sangkapreecha, 
Chaowwiwatkul,  Piyathida 
Sophon Woramusik, 
Sakdaphisit Sutatta 
DOP: Udomsilp, 
Kittiwat Saemarat Athipich 
Editor : Chutiwatka- 
Thammarat jornchai 
(ce CONTACT: ROYAL THAI COUNSULATE, CHENNAI 
63 OY 


% 10 th BIFFES ¥ LAVANC34@YAHOO.CO.IN 


“a as 


ONE DAY 


wae ee 


COUNTRY FOCUS 
THAILAND DIRECTOR - BANJONG PISANTHANAKUN 


THAILAND / 2016 / THAI /135 MIN. 


164 


SYNOPSIS 


Denchai who doesn't get along with his co-workers well, falls in love with Noui 
one of his co-worker who was different from others, apparently, she is already 
married. Then one day, they all went on a trip to Japan and at the end of the trip, 
Noui decided to commit suicide due to recently discovered that her boss will not 
get a divorce with his wife but failed and resulted in her losing her short term 
memory for a day. Denchai then decides to put this opportunity to good use by 
telling Noui that they are in love. 


Spend 
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fy Nominated Best Film - Thailand National Film Association Awards | Won Best Actor 
% AWARDS ) - Chantavit Dhanasevi & Nittha Jirayungyurn @ Thailand National Film Association 
By Awards. 
CREW Nontra Koomwong =) BANJONG PISANTHANAKUN 
Producer: pies . ; 
Jira Maligool, Naruphol Bangjong Pisanthanakun is a Thai filmmaker and 
Vanridee Chokanapitak screenwriter, graduated in filmmaking in 1999 from 
Pongsittisak, Editor: 4 Chulalongkorn University in Bangkok, saw early 
Suwimol Chonlasit Upanigkit success with his first two films, 'Shutter' and ‘Alone’ 
Techasupinan, S0Uund/Music : that he co-directed and co-wrote with Parkpoom 
Weerachai Vichaya Vatanasapt Wongpoom. He directed a short film, 'Plae Kao’, 
Yaikwawong which was a finalist for best picture and best 
Screenplay: CAST screenplay in the Click Radio comedy short 
Banjong film competition in 2000. He then directed 
Pisanthanakun, Chantavit ‘Colorblind’, a short film that has been 
Chantavit Dhanasevi, screened at many film festivals. He has 
Dhanasevi, Nittha worked as a film critic for 'Starpics', a 

a popular Thai film entertainment magazine. 


f y 
41 0 aD B I E F ES ¥ CONTACT: ROYAL THAI COUNSULATE, CHENNAI 


LAVANC34@YAHOO.CO.IN 


BANJONG PISANTHANAKUN, VISUTE 
POOLVORALAKS, PAWEEN PURIKITPANYA, 
SONGYOS SUGMAKANAN, PARKPOOM WONGPOOM 


CONTACT: ROYAL THAI COUNSULATE, CHENNAI 
LAVANC34@YAHOO.CO.IN 


COUNTRY FOCUS 
CANADA 


The history of the Canadian film industry has been one of sporadic 
achievement accomplished in isolation against great odds. Canadian 
cinema has existed within an environment where access to capital for 
production, to the marketplace for distribution and to theatres for 
exhibition has been extremely difficult. 


Although it is appropriate to speak of an American film industry dating 
back to 1903, with the introduction of narrative filmmaking like The 
Great Train Robbery and Uncle Tom’s Cabin. The first public screening of 
a film in Canada took place on 28 June 1896, in Montréal. In July, Andrew 
and George Holland of Ottawa, who two years earlier had opened the 
world’s first Kinetoscope parlour in New York City featuring Thomas 
Edison's invention, introduced Edison's Vitascope to the Canadian 
public in Ottawa's West End Park. Among the scenes shown was The 
Kiss, starring May Irwin. On 31 August the first screening in Toronto 
took place at Robinson's Musée on Yonge Street. The first screening in 
Vancouver was in December 1898. 


The first Canadian films were produced in the fall of 1897, a year after 
the Montréal debut. They were made by James Freer, a Manitoba farmer, 
and depicted life on the Prairies. 


The growth of Canadian nationalism around the first world war 
promoted a brief flurry in Canadian production and other aspects of the 
film industry. The first widely released Canadian newsreels appeared, 
and feature film production expanded, as did the Canadian-owned Allen 
Theatres chain and associated distribution companies. 


Canada has given remarkable films to the world like - Warrendale 
(1961), Les Ordres (1974), Quest for Life (1981), J. A Martin Photography 
(1977) The Silent Partner (1978), Les Plouffe (1981), The Grey Fox (1981). 
Mon Oncle Antoine (1971) and many others. 
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DEEPA MEHTA 
x< 


Deepa Mehta received a degree in philosophy from the 
University of New Delhi. In 1973, she moved to Canada 
when she married Canadian producer Paul Saltzman. 
She began her film career writing scripts for 
children's movies, but it wasn't until 1991 that 
Mehta produced and directed her first film, 
Sam & Me, which won the Camera D'Or at 
Cannes Film Festival. Her biggest success so 
far was the romantic comedy Bollywood/ 
Hollywood which was nominated for five 
Genie awards. Her feature film Beeba Boys 
premiered at the TIFF that looks at the 
ndo-Canadian drugs and arms. 


CONTACT: CONSULATE GENERAL OF CANADA 
SARVAMANGALA.BALASUBRAMANYAM@ 
INTERNATIONAL.GC.CA 


[) anprew civinino 
x< 


Andrew Cividino is a Canadian film director and 
screenwriter. He is best known for his feature film debut 
Sleeping Giant, which premiered at the 2015 Cannes 
Film Festival. Early life. After studying film at Ryerson 
University, he made several short films. When all 
of the funding fell through for his feature debut, 

Sleeping Giant, he proceeded with a pared 

down short film version enabling him to secure 
new funding. At the 4th Canadian Screen 
Awards in 2016, he was a nominee for Best 
Director for Sleeping Giant, which garnered 3 

other nominations including Best Picture. 


CONTACT: CONSULATE GENERAL OF CANADA 
SARVAMANGALA.BALASUBRAMANYAM@ 
INTERNATIONAL.GC.CA 


BIOPICS 


~ a 
AND THEY MADE 
CLASSICS 


| AND THEY MADE CLASSICS 
i Ow T Tews BAe 


DIRECTOR - RATNOTTAMA SENGUPTA 
BIOPICS 
INDIA / 2017 / HINDI / 70 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


The film is an interview of late author, scriptwriter and National Award winning 
filmmaker Nabendu Ghosh. He speaks about his association with his film guru 
Bimal Roy in the interview with the latter’s son Joy Bimal Roy. In his youth, the 
writer was moved beyond words on watching a Bengali film that was played in 
one of the local theatre in Rajshahi, which changed his life. Throughout this 
documentary, what perhaps strikes the viewers the mostis the placid, unassuming 
charm of a man so immensely talented - a man who seemed more keen on 
talking about the people he had worked with than about himself. 
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CREW CAST =) RATNOTTAMA SENGUPTA 

Producer : Nabendu 

Debasis Ghosh Ratnottama Sengupta, has worked with leading 
Sengupta newspapers like the Indian Express, The Telegraph and 


Screenplay : The Times of India. She has written on all the 
Ratnottama forms of art, with special emphasis on 


Sengupta cinema and visual art. From 2015 to 2016, 

DOP: she was Editor of the comprehensive 

See Rego online cinema site, CineBengal. She is a 
oes Senior Consultant advising filmmakers at 

Dipak Mandal i : 

Walcedachare various stages of filmmaking, from script 

Viswanathan to subtitle, censorship to festival 

participation. 


CONTACT: RATNOTTAMA SENGUPTA 
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BIOPICS 


SYNOPSIS 


DOCTOR RAKHMABAI 


So. CBY*TOD 


DIRECTOR - ANANTH NARAYAN MAHADEVAN 
INDIA / 2016 / MARATHI / 124 MIN. 


The story of India’s first practicing lady doctor, social rebel and medical pioneer 
who paved the way for a fight against gender discrimination. 
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CREW CAST 
Producer : Tannishtha 
Dr. Swapna Chatterjee, 
Patkar Bharat 
Screenplay: Dabholkar, 
Bikas Ranjan Santosh 
Mishra Juvekar,Kavita 
DOP: Lad, Alexx 
Alphonse Roy O'Nell, Prasad 
Editor : Oak 

Ananth Narayan 

Mahadevan 


Sound/Music : 
Rohan Pradhan 


™m™ 


AC B IFFES ¥ ANANTHMAHADEVANFILMS@GMAIL.COM 


{) ANANTH NARAYAN MAHADEVAN 
< 


Ananth Narayan Mahadevan was born on 

August 28, 1950 in Thrissur, United State of 

Travancore and Cochin, India as Anant H. 

Mahadevan. He is an actor and director, 

known for feature films 'Mee Sindhutai 

Sapkal' (2010), 'Red Alert: The War 
Within' (2009) and 'Anamika: The 

Untold Story’ (2008). 


CONTACT: ANANTH MAHADEVAN FILMS 
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DIRECTOR - IGNACIO CASTILLO COTTIN 
BIOPICS 
VENEZUELA / 2016 / SPANISH / 128 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Valero, aka “El Inca,” rose from humble Andean roots to being an international 
celebrity by defeating one rival after another—he set a world record by winning 
his first 18 fights with a first-round knockout. But as Valero’s professional life 
bloomed his personal life began to stagger. His tragic love story with insecurities 
leading to marital infidelities and perilous addiction, aspects of Valero’s life that 
still spark controversy. The only fight he lost, was the one against himself. 
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A Best Foreign Language Film Entry - Oscars 2018, Won Best Film - Festival del Cine Venezolano 
M _ AWARDS __) | Nominated Best Film - International Film Festival of India, Miami FF, Morelia IFF, So Paulo 
Bu) IFF |Won Best Director - Festival del Cine Venezolano | Best Actor - Alexander Leterni @ 

Festival del Cine Venezolano | Best Editor, Makeup, Music @ Festival del Cine Venezolano 


CREW Sound/Music : Luis {J IeNacio CASTILLO COTTIN 
Miguel Emmanuelli x< 

Producer: ; 
Nathalie Ignacio Castillo Cottin is a Venezuelan filmmaker. 
Sar-Shalom CAST He is a graduate of the University of Southern 
Screenplay : mlexander California. His directorial credits include 'La 
Ignacio Castillo | aterni, Scarlett virgen negraand and El Inca’ 
cae cet sve, ie 
pop: Ferrari, Daniela 

q Bueno, Carolina 
Alexandra Henao, 
Editor : Sees 

Bi Leonidas 


Maikel Jiménez iroing 


vA CONTACT: WIDE MANAGEMENT 
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NICO, 1988 


Acs, 1988 


Cy 


DIRECTOR - SUSANNA NICCHIARELLI 
BIOPICS 


ITALY | BELGIUM / 2017 / ENGLISH | GERMAN / 94 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


This bio-pic addresses the self-destructive side of the German singer, actress 
and model Christa Paffgen. She was professionally called as ‘Nico’ by the whole 
world after her collaboration and sudden popularity with Andy Warhol and The 
Velvet Underground. Yet unexpectedly, her life takes a twirls as she starts 
struggling with her drug addiction, but also to be taken seriously as songwriter 
and artist. Also, her reunion with her teenage son Ari. 
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Won Best Film - Venice FF, Les Arcs European FF (Grand Jury prize) | Nominated 
Best Film - Gdteborg FF | Nominated Best script - Les Arcs European FF 


D 


V4 


¥, AwaRDs _ ) 


CREW 

Producer: Sound/Music : 
Marta Donzelli, Gatto Ciliegia 
Gregorio 

Paonessa, Joseph 

Rouschop CAST 
Screenplay : 

Susanna Trine Dyrholm, 
Nicchiarelli John Gordon 
DOP: Sinclair, 
Crystel Fournier Anamaria 
Editor : Marinca, 


Stefano Cravero Sandor Funtek 


BY 
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Susanna Nicchiarelli, born in 1975 in Rome, Italy. 
She graduated in film production from the Centro 
Sperimentale di Cinematogra a in Rome in 2004. 
She has written and directed many short 
films and documentaries, and two 
feature-length films, ‘Cosmonaut’, winner 
of the Controcampo award at the Venice 
Film Festival, and ‘Discovery at Dawn’, 
presented at the Rome Film Festival. She 
has also made two short animated films 
in stop-motion, ‘Sputnik 5' and 'Esca 
Viva’. 'Nico, 1988' is her 3rd feature film. 


SUSANNA NICCHIARELLI 


CONTACT: PASCALE RAMONDA 
PASCALE@PASCALERAMONDA.COM 


Anne-Sophie Bion Kysyl 


REDOUBTABLE 


LE REDOUTABLE 


Ors e32E% 


Cy 


DIRECTOR - MICHEL HAZANAVICIUS 
BIOPICS 
FRANCE / 2017 / FRENCH | ITALIAN / 107 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Jean-Luc Godard, the leading filmmaker of his generation in Paris, is shooting 
La Chinoise with the woman he loves, Anne Wiazemsky, 20 years his junior. They 
are happy, attractive, in love and they marry. But the film’s reception unleashes 
a profound self-examination in Jean-Luc. The events of May ’68 will amplify this 
process, and the crisis that shakes the filmmaker will transform him profoundly, 
froma star cineaste to a Maoist artist entirely outside the system, as misunderstood 
as he is incomprehensible. 
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AWARDS Nominated Best Film - Cannes FF, Munich FF | Nominated Best Director - Lumiere 
Awards, France | Nominated Best Actor Louis Garrel @ Lumiere Awards, France. 
CREW =) MICHEL HAZANAVICIUS 
Producer : Sound/Music : 
Michel Jean Minondo Michel Hazanavicius was born and raised in Paris, 
Hazanavicius, where he studied at the Ecole nationale supérieure darts 
Florence Gastaud, de Paris-Cergy. He moved on to work as a director 


Riad Sattouf CAST for commercials and television projects. In 1999, 
Screenplay : he wrote and directed his first feature film 'Mes 
Michel Louis Garrel, amis' (1999), which featured his brother Serge 
Hazanavicius Stacy Martin, Hazanavicius. Hazanavicius came to the 

DOP: Bérénice Bejo, attention of international audiences with the 
Guillaume Micha Lescot, release of an non verbal film, ‘The Artist’ 

Schiffman Grégory (2011), which starred his wife, Bérénice Bejo 

Editor : Gadebois, Felix 354055 117’ starJean Dujardin. The film was 


a critical and popular hit, garnering many 
a major awards including Oscar awards. 


ue YI 0 a B l F F ES % CONTACT: PRASAD KHATU 


PRASADKHATU@GMAIL.COM 
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BIOPICS 


SYNOPSIS 


SOLO, SOLITUDE 


ISTIRAHATLAH KATA-KATA 


Zacadec, MOWLE 


DIRECTOR - YOSEP ANGGI NOEN 
INDONESIA / 2016 / INDONESIAN / 97 MIN. 


The authoritarian Suharto regime has been in power for three decades. Poet 
Wiji Thukul is a fearless critic of the government and his lines are chanted by 
crowds at demonstrations. When in July 1996 riots break out in Jakarta, Wiji and 
other activists are held responsible. He flees to Pontianak on Borneo, changes 
his identity several times But the separation from his family is a heavy burden. 


As a dissident he has 


to remain visible to be heard. The biopic hauntingly 


describes the loneliness of exile and portrays the famous Indonesian writer's 
last weeks, who has been missing since 1998. 
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%, AWARDS ) 
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CAST 


CREW 


Producer : Gunawan 
Yulia Evina Bhara, Maryanto, 
Yosep Anggi Noen Marissa Anita, 
Screenplay: Melanie 
Yosep Anggi Noen Subono, 


DOP: Eduwart Boang 
Bayu Prihantoro Manalu, Dhafi 
Filemon Yunan 

Editor : 


Andhy Pulung 
Sound/Music : 
Yennu Ariendra 


ms ¥ 10" BIFFES ¥ 


Won Best Film - Jogja-NETPAC Asian FF | Nominated Best Film - Hamburg FF, 
Locarno IFF, Pacific Meridian IFF, QCinema IFF 


Oo 


Yosep ANGGI NOEN (1983, Indonesia) was 
born in a village outside Yogyakarta and started 
making short films with friends during high 
school. He later graduated from the Asian 
Film Academy. Anggi Noen is a 
producer, screenwriter and filmmaker 
and teaches film classes in Indonesia. 
His debut feature film is 'Peculiar 
Vacation and Other Illnesses’ he also 
directed several short films. 'Solo, 
Solitude 'is his second feature film. 


YOSEP ANGGI NOEN 


CONTACT: ASIAN SHADOWS 
ANNE@CHINESESHADOWS.COM 


¥ 
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LE SECRET DE ZIA MARIA 


DIRECTOR - ISABELLE BALDUCCHI 
BIOPICS 
FRANCE / 2017 / ENGLISH / 52 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


One evening in February 2009, I stop at a gas station at the exit of Ajaccio, Corsica. 
The engine of my car is drowning. Here I am flipping through magazines and 
magazines from the corner bookstore. An article in a historical review catches 
my eye. Entitled Zia Maria de Castifao, it tells the story of a woman named Zia 
Maria who had sheltered during the war a Jewish fugitive. Zia Maria is actually 
my great grandmother and this story is that of her secret unveiled in this article. 
This article that becomes the starting point of this film, this film as a quest, 
looking, through its secret, a mythical ancestor that I have never known... 
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AWARDS ) Official Selection - Arte Mare FF, The Resistance FF, Lama FF 
=) 


CREW clorcenl {) IsABELLE BALDUCCHI 

<4 
Producer : , Born in Paris, she spent her childhood and teenage 
Isabelle Balducchi years living between the Caribbean and Guyana. Upon 
Screenplay : _ CAST returning to Paris, she spent her time as a journalist, 
Isabelle Balducchi Staying within the field of production, she ventured 
DOP: ; Antoine towards writing and directing, attending the 
Thierry Hervieux, Balducchi, Geneva School of Art and Design. With Isa 
Isabelle , Maryse Productions, she writes, directs and produces 
Balducchi, Bruno Balducchi, many documentary films and short fiction films, 
Vilde Myriam including ‘Réflexions and Comme d’habitude’, ; 
Editor came Mahmani, was nominated for the ‘Leopards of Tomorrow 2017 % 
Sylvie Laurier Shalom award at the 1997 Locarno IFF. Living in 4 
Sound/Music: — Nahmani, Corsica, she continues writing, directing and 
Godefroy Jannie Parsi producing both documentaries and fiction 


176 


y films. Her films screened and broadcasted 


Al 0 th B I FFES ¥ both in France and abroad. 


CONTACT: BALDUCCHI 
ISABELLE.BALDUCCHI@GMAIL.COM 
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Cy 


DIRECTOR - PRASANNA RAMASWAMY 
BIOPICS 
INDIA / 2017 / TAMIL / 52 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


The film brings one of the well-known writers, Mr Ashokamitran in conversation. 
He speaks mainly of the philosophy and life that guides his writings. This interview 
mainly is interpretations like reading, discussions, reflections and imaging the 
context of two of his seminal works. Karaindha Nizhalkal, is his Sahitya Akademi 
Award winning writing which explains the details of Indian turbulent history. 
This is filmed in the writer’s tiny workroom in discussion at a friend's house. The 
film works towards evoking an experimental introduction to the world of 
Ashokamitran’s writings. 
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CREW CAST =) PRASANNA RAMASWAMY 

Producer : Writer 

Films Division Ashokamitran Prasanna Ramaswamy, transcends the borders of 
Screenplay : And Friends nation, culture to speak of the unsettling social realities 
Prasanna of our time. Inequity and resultant deprivation 


Ramaswamy are at the heart of Shrimati Prasanna 
DOP: : Ramaswamy's work. The themes are 
RV Ramani examined especially in scenarios that 
Editor : 


reflect gender, displacement, and 
livelihood concerns. Working on gender 
issues, Shrimati Ramaswamy crafted the 
Urdu play 'Zikr-e Nashunida’ The 
Sangeet Natak Akademi Awardee for her 
contribution to Indian theatre as a 
director. 


ues % 10" BIFFES ¢ 
CONTACT: PRASANNA RAMASWAMY 


PRASANNARAMAZ1@GMAIL.COM 


Prem Kumar 
Sound/Music : 
Krishnan Unni, R 
Elangovan 


DIRECTOR - LUCRECIA MARTEL 
BIOPICS 
ARGENTINA | BRAZIL / 2017 / SPANISH / 15 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Zama, an officer of the Spanish Crown born in South America, waits for a letter 
from the King granting him a transfer from the town in which he is stagnating, 
to a better place. His situation is delicate. He must ensure that nothing 
overshadows his transfer. He is forced to accept submissively every task entrusted 
to him by successive Governors who come and go as he stays behind. The years 
go by and the letter from the King never arrives. When Zama realizes everything 
is lost, he joins a party of soldiers that go after a dangerous bandit. 
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ABE OadTons. 

ie Best Foreign Language Film Entry - Oscars 2018, Winner: FIPRESCI Award, Best 
¥ AWARDS ) Direction, Best Art Direction at Havana Film Festival 2017, Won Special Jury Award 
By at Seville European Film Festival 2017 
CREW =) LUCRECIA MARTEL 
Producer: Karen Harley j ; / 

Benjamin Sound/Music : Lucrecia Martel was born in Salta, Argentina, 
Domenech, Guido Berenblum and studied film at Buenos Aires National 
Santiago Gallelli, Experimentation Filmmaking School. Her 

Matias Roveda, CAST debut feature, 'La Cinéaga' (2001), 
Vania Catani Peers played at the Festival, as did her next 
Screenplay : Daniel Gimenez fim "The Holy Girl’ (2004). Subsequent 7 


Lucrecia Martel Cacho, Matheus  fijm< include ‘The Headless Woman’ 


DOP: Nachtergaele, : 

Rui Pocas Juan Minufin (2008) and a segment in the 
Editor: Lola Duenas, documentary anthology 'El aula 
Miguel Rafael vacia' (2015). 


Schverdfinger, Spregelburd 


ea = CONTACT: MATCH FACTORY 
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CINSIEINIE 
INCREDIBLE INDIA 


As an initiative to represent lesser known regional language films of India, 
the tenth edition of Bengaluru International Film Festival has continued for 
the second year to dedicate a special category ‘Unsung Incredible India’, to 
capture the essence of the lesser known Indian languages (Tulu, Konkani, 
Kodava, Pahari, Kurmali and Nepali) cinema have created. 


Karma Takapa, a graduate from the Film and Television Institute of 
India, specializing in direction and screenplay writing has come up with 
the Nepalese thriller movie named - ‘Ralang Road’, which is set in the 
tiny Himalayan state of Sikkim, is an attempt to understand cultural 
immigration, and lifestyles in a complex social setup. The language 
‘Nepalese’, is the official language and lingua franca of Nepal. This formerly 
independent language has official status in state of Sikkim. 


For the much talked and critically acclaimed movie - ‘Sound of Silence’, 
directed by Bijukumar Damodaran is about a mute boy and his journey 
towards spirituality. The language here is Pahari, which is spoken in 
Himachal Pradesh, some parts of Nepal and also Pakistan. This language 
is believed to be the official language of Buddhist Kashmiri monks. 


Konkani is an Indo-Aryan language spoken along South-Western Coast of 
India. It is a minority language in Karnataka, Maharashtra and Kerala. A 
native of Goa, Miransha Naik completed his filmmaking studies at Whistling 
Woods International, Mumbai, specializing in screenwriting has recently 
directed a film, ‘Juze’ which is his first directorial. 


Tulu film industry, also called as Coastalwood, is a 45-years-old industry 
and produces fifteen to twenty films annually. ‘Pattanaaje’- is a directorial 
debut movie of a renowned Kannada/ Tulu stage artist Vijaykumar 
Sheenappa Shetty. The movie beautifully portrays the life of a Yakshagana, 
an art form form coastal Karnataka. 


Kodava language which is the spoken language of Kodagu district in the 
Western Ghat part of Southern Karnataka. ‘Mooga’, narrates the story of 
a young man who is an orphan with speech and hearing disabilities, who 
is exploited and punished for no faults directed by Harish Raj. 


Kurmali, or Kudmali, is one of many dialect variants of Bengali which is 
spoken in Jharkhand, India. Kurmali is generally linked to the Kudumi 
Mahato community of Jharkhand, Odisha & West Bengal. ‘Death Certificate’ 
is a story of an illiterate woman from a village looking for her dead 
husband. Despite the globalisation, the director - Rajadithya Banerjee, 
questions the lack of humanity and sympathy through this film. 


This attempt of showcase provides an ‘Expansive Understanding of Indian 
Cinema’. It also focuses on the lesser known languages of North East and 


Southern region of India and its culture. 2 = 
§, 10" BIFFES ¥ 


DEATH CERTIFICATE 


UNSUNG BS Ase Hse 


INCREDIBLE INDIA 
DIRECTOR - RAJADITYA BANERJEE 
INDIA / 2017 / KURMALI / 74 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 

A water server in a small railway station in Eastern India doesn’t return home 
one evening. His wife comes to term with inhumane reality while looking for him 
far away from her picturesque village surrounded by mountains and forests. 
While she and her friends arrive at the rail station they hear some one has been 
run over by a train. Where is he ? Will she succeed in finding him? Is death 
certificate merely a document ? We have globalized technology, when will we be 
a globalized humanity? 


SHewod 
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CREW Oo RAJADITYA BANERJEE 
Producer : Sound/Music : 
Rajaditya Sourav Gupta Rajaditya Banerjee is a theatre practitioner 
Banerjee turned filmmaker. 'Death Certificate’ is his dubut 
Screenplay : feature film. He has regularly performed in 
Rajaditya theatres in India, Finland and the USA. He 
Banerjee CAST has acted in three short films, besides 
Debasish Pradi writing and directing numerous plays. 
paruyopacnyey phattacharya His recent play 'Mr. I've been to the zoo 

Fe ig di and It’s about to rain' has been staged 
Arun Sarkar Rajaditya ‘ : 
Editor : Banerjee and appreciated in the US and Finl. 


Arnab Deepamala He comes from a family of filmma 
Bhattacharya Sengupta 


a “= CONTACT: RAJADITYA BANERJEE 
180 § 10" BIFFES ¥ RAJADITYABANERJEE@GMAIL.COM 


DIRECTOR - MIRANSHA NAIK 
INDIA / 2017 / KONKANI / 93 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Boribmol, a village in Goa with a large immigrant population, is ruled by an 
abusive, thuggish bully, Juze, known as the ‘Slum Landlord’. His appetite for violent 
intimidation keeps his immigrant workforce submissive, even when his roving eye extends 
to their women. Santosh, a 16 year old boy, is not intimidated. His determination to 
continue with his classes remains constant in spite of regular beatings from Juze. As 
events build to breaking point, Santosh’s passive resistance evolves into the determination 
to confront Juze and finally achieve freedom from fear. 
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CREW MIRANSHA NAIK 


Producer: ic: 
Miransha Naik ea esas sha Naik completed his 

Thin Air n Nhistling Woods International, 
Productions be ecia In 2, 
Screenplay: 
miransha naik 
DOP: 

abhiraj rawale 


Editor : CAST 


Jacques comets ilm debut. N hot the film 

siddheshinaik rushikesh naik Sivan / non-profe | actors 

sudesh bhise from Goa; although Prashanti Talpankar 
ai’ had previous experience. 
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suzana pedro 


peeu oy at 


DIRECTOR - HARISH RAJ 
INDIA / 2017 / KODAVA / 97 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


“MOOGA’ narrates the story of a young man who is an orphan with speech and 
hearing disabilities, his selfless effort in performing his duties as a servant to a 
family who exploit his innocence, blame and punish him for no fault of his and 
is forced to marry the daughter of the house to uphold the honour of the family 
only at the end to realise who he actually is... 
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CREW CAST 

Producer : Harish Raj, 

HARISHRA) Sanvi gree in English 
PRODUCTIONS Ponamma, from K.S.0.U Mysor S opular Film and 
Screenplay : Neravanda Television Actor and \V Bangalore. 
Harish raj Umesh, He has had a successful career 

DOP: Thathanda acting-National and State award films, 

subramanya j Prabha, Pullera television and theatre before turning 

aelterr3 relneri Director. ‘MOOGA is his fourth feature 

Srikanth s h Nanjappa 


Satin Music’ film as Director. 


ronnie raphael 


a = CONTACT: HARISH RAJU V 
182 § 10" BIFFES ¥ HARISHRAJPRODUCTIONS@GMAIL.COM 


PATTANAJE 


UNSUNG WAN 
INCREDIBLE INDIA 
DIRECTOR - VIJAYKUMAR SHEENAPPA SHETTY 
INDIA / 2017 / TULU / 145 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


The film beautifully portrays the life of a Yakshagana artist. It highlights the 
different facets of life with the female protagonist having a traditional approach 
towards life, while her husband having an inclination towards modern life. The 
widow remarriage aspect is also aesthetically touched upon. 
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CREW CAST =) VIJAYKUMAR SHEENAPPA SHETTY 
Producer: Shivadwaj . : : 
vijaykumar Shetty Surya Rao Vijaykumar Sheenappa Shetty is a writer and 
Screenplay : Prathik Shetty theatre personality turned filmmaker, based in 
Vijaykumar Shetty Reshma Shetty Mumbai. He holds the Limca Book of 

DOP: Records for portraying 60 characters 

Suresh Babu within 10 hours. 'Pattanaje' is his 

Editor: latest directorial feature film. 

Sujit Naik 

Sound/Music : 

Manohar Vitthal 


(se 
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RALANG ROAD Y 


Semon cacws® 


DIRECTOR - KARMA TAKAPA 
INDIA / 2017 / NEPALESE / 104 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


In a small hill town, a series of coincidences related to a mysterious robbery 
brings four people together. As these seemingly mundane events become 
increasingly dramatic, the four persons find themselves at a crossroad, where 
they face impending consequences. 
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CREW CAST =) KARMA TAKAPA 
< 
Producer : Shubham, 
Human Trail Sonam Wangyal Karma Takapa graduated from the Film and 
Pictures Ladimpa, Television Institute of India, Pune, specializing 
Screenplay : Domber Mani in Direction and Screenplay writing. He 
Karma Takapa Pradhan, Sudan co-directed the Chhattisgarhi language 
DoP: Gurung feature ‘Mor Mann KeBharam’ (An 
Sonu Illusion of my mind, in 2015) that 
Faaa ta premiered at the 17th Mumbai 
enaRARATaIe? International Film Festival, 2015 
Bigyna Dahal / winning the Special Jury Prize. 
Christopher 
Burchell 
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— 
SOUND OF 


SILENCE 
DOS eae Axe 


DIRECTOR - BUUKUMAR DAMODARAN 
INDIA / 2017 / PAHARI |TIBETIAN / 89 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Set in a beautiful Himalayan valley, it’s a journey of a neglected and abandoned 
mute boy, who loses his mother at birth and is furiously neglected by his father. 
When his father goes behind bars, the boy stares at a lonely and deserted life 
ahead. His relationship with an elderly Buddhist monk helps him to detach from 
his voiceless suffering and to explore the bond that each creation shares with 
nature. With nowhere to go, he joins a Budhist monastery even as he fights an 
inner battle of unrequited love. 
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CREW {) BluuKUMAR DAMODARAN 
>< 

Producer: Sound/Music : 

Dr.A.K.Pillai Pramod Thomas, Dr.Biju (Bijukumar Damodaran) is an Indian 

Screenplay : Issac Thomas filmmaker who has won India's top film 

Bijukumar Kottukappalli National Film Award, three times. His film 

Damodaran widely screened at many international filr 

DOP: CAST festivals like Cannes, eal, Shanghai, 

M,J.Radhakr- Cairo, New York, Telluride, Tehran, Jeonju 

ishnan Master etc. ‘Sound Of Silence’ is his eighth film as 

Editor: Govardhan, 


writer director. He has also served as jury 
member for India's National Film Awards 
in 2012, India's O election jury 
member in 2015. 
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BROTHER 


lated 
WOO 
BRAT 
RUSSIA / 1997 / RUSSIAN / 95 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 

Danila goes to his older brother to start a new life in Petersburg. His brother is 
a gangster. He puts Danila into this criminal world asking him to kill someone. 
That is when his new life starts. He meets new people and a girl too. He 
becomes a big fan of the rock band “Nautilus Pompillius”. Now he is a killer, 
and killing is easier than living for him. Realizing this makes him understand 
he is going the wrong way. 
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MORPHINE 


DWOOHE 


MORFIY 
RUSSIA / 2008 / RUSSIAN / 112 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Late in the fall of 1917, twenty-three year old Dr. Polyakov arrives at the 
hospital in the provincial town of N. One day, while fighting for the life of a 
patient, Dr. Polyakov’s own life is put in danger. He is saved with an injection of 
the powerful narcotic morphia. But, Polyakov doesn’t believe that as a sensible 
man, especially a doctor like him, can fall victim to a crippling addiction. 
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Tr. 


Si 


F FREAKS 
AND MEN 


SH gee wow soo 


PRO URODOV | LYUDEY 
RUSSIA / 1998 / RUSSIAN / 93MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


St. Petersburg, at the beginning of the 20th century. The handsome and secretive Johann 
specializes in the fabrication of erotic photographs depicting the skin show of women. 
Johann, his assistants and his photographic creations gradually penetrate the peaceful 
households of two upper class Russian families. The film is a haunting melodrama of hidden 
passions and sadomasochistic urges, a bizarre tale in which manipulation and revenge rule 
amidst the charm, innocence and perversion of days gone by. 
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VOYNA 
RUSSIA / 2002 / RUSSIAN / 120 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


During the bloody war in Chechnya, a British couple and two Russian soldiers 
are taken hostage by Chechen rebels. Two of the hostages are then released to 
bring the money for the British woman who is forced to wait for the ransom. 
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N LAKSHMINARAYAN 


One of renowned Kannada film makers, credited with the new wave movement 
in Kannada cinema, N Lakshminarayan, was born in Srirangapatna. 
Lakshminarayan, who did his cinematography course in Bengaluru, and 
apprenticed under his uncle B R Krishnamurthy and R Nagendra Rao, is 
credited with being explicitly experimental Kannada filmmaker and coming up 
with a silent short film- ‘Bliss’. Highly influenced by the works of neorealism 
director, such as Vittorio De Sica and Satyajit Ray, Lakshminarayan is said to 
have made the first attempt at art cinema in Kannada, prior to Navya 
Movement - inspired notion of film as an extension of literature. His films, 
were rooted in psychological realism, touching up various social issues in a 
poignant and powerful manner. 


vince 


National Film 
Awards 1973 
Best Kannada Film 


Karnataka State 
Film Awards 1973 
Third Best Film 
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INDIA / 1973 / KANNADA / 114 MIN. 


RETROSPECTIVE 


SYNOPSIS 


Bobanna works on a coffee plantation and doubles up as the village postman. He becomes 
involved with the lives of the illiterate villagers who ask him to write or read out their 
letters. Although he scrupulously respects people's privacy, his evil mother-in-law leaks the 
contents of an anonymous letter and causes a scandal. The village turns against Bobanna, 
who has to leave. 
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BETTADA HOOVU 


INDIA /1985 / KANNADA / 107 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Ramu born to a poor family works in a guesthouse where foreigner who came on a trip 
stayed. Ramu wants to study to support his family but the situation of family is not in favor. 
Ramu has one ambition of his life is to purchase Sri Ramayana Darshanam written by 
Kuvempu. He starts saving money by selling wild flowers to a botanist. But the situations 
bring him to make a decision whether to buy a book or buy a blanket to protect his family 
members from chilling winter cold. What follows is a tale of shattered dreams. 


BPoDd 

Ades Gaodtricd nod gorda wdOr,e08 Bos arewa sHhacsiS wiwoade awa weg eos 
Dex, chesgro0g. adne,A 66 sewondah, dedoind way et esdch. edd wenoad BOYS 
wdg Dedvaohdep. sod TomO&éd Sode sadowd AAs “Be voaiwobe Gaedo” ahaovoaasay, 
Bayees amd, eda sbaned. wisp es wie e8or,edebs aBedS agooddegeri Base 
exdeseaon Begdanwoodard, (e8e@*®) Som Beta) OxsQocb dewoon Tombs edad, waka 
Sew vdde Bs F308 Sricbkeow seaGuodommees. edd adbee sews Taodbdy vss 
adiob YS wad, Neodog Syd. svonod Adrbgds Biw0H AdxpOrA sowwoleoday, 
Bawsdee, his dowaioe? Kodtrie abies aden adja oven tonw deyddesorbss. 
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INDIA / 1971 / KANNADA / 124 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


The film is story of two young couple at the city’s prestigious university. 
The deceased father of the boy has amassed huge wealth in a questionable 
manner. On the contrary, the mother of the girl is a prostitute. Will they still 
survive this romance? 
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UYYALE 


wosie,& 
2) 
INDIA / 1969 / KANNADA / 129 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Marital melodrama about a professor who, engaged in his researches, neglects 
his domestic life. His indifference alienates his wife especially when their 
daughter dies. The wife becomes attracted to the professor's friend Krishna 
who eventually goes away to preserve the marriage of his friend. 
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RETROSPECTIVE 


BADHA 


INDIA / 2006 / MARATHI / 92 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 

The only son of the family disappears, while the grandmother needs a boy in the 
family to attain salvation after death. Youngest daughter-in-law of the family is afraid 
to share her fear and pain that she faces from her husband, who refused to consum- 
mate the marriage. This leads to a foul play against her as she is accused of witch- 
craft. She is innocent wife of a Dalit soldier serving at the country border. After the 
death of her father in law, she was made to live alone, without a child and accused 
of casting spells on the children with the power of black magic. 
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TDeBOOOND 
INDIA / 2004 / MARATHI / 108 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 

As a child, Shesh Desai grew up with this mother, sister Seena, and cousin 
Kalyani. His mother forces her to leave the village. This upsets Shesh who then 
fails to graduate from college. He gradually becomes a loner and eccentric 
after his mother’s death and sister's marriage. He creates an imaginary world 
centered on his devotion to “devrai”, a sacred grove, near his village. He also 
develops a paranoid concern that the villagers intend to destroy devrai. He 
becomes attracted to Parvati, the wife of a family servant, and fantasizes her 
as a goddess (inhabitant of the grove). 
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EK CUP CHYA 


OS Bao wooo 
INDIA / 2009 / MARATHI / 120 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


A bus conductor who lives with his mother, wife Rukmini, two daughters and two 
sons receives a huge electricity of Bill of Rs.73,000, leaving them trapped and humil- 
iated by the system. During his visits to the electricity board he learns that he must 
pay a bribe to fix his problem. He was introduced to a social activist who is creating 
awareness about the RTI Act and he files an RTI application. Initially he is ridiculed, 
but when he files an appeal with the Information Commissioner, things become a 
little more serious. 
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VASTUPURUSH 


sAyToooTr 
INDIA / 2002 / MARATHI / 154 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Bhaskar Deshpande has been awarded with the coveted Ramon Magsaysay Award 
for his dedicated works in preventive medicine in the slums of Mumbai. Bhaskar 
decides to visit his hometown village after forty years and as he walks through the 
ruins of his old ancestral house, the events unfold in his memory. 
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SAMSKARA REVISITED 


50™ YEAR OF THE MAKING OF 
SAMSKARA 


REVISITING 
=) 
CLASSICS HOAQS 


DIRECTOR - PATTABHIRAMA REDDY TIKKAVARAPU 


NOTE INDIA / 1970 / KANNADA / 113 MIN. 


Five decades ago, the summer of 1970, 13 May, to be precise, turned out to be one of the 
momentous day in the annals of Kannada Cinema history. On that day, akin to the time and 
day Satyajit Ray's Pather Panchali, gave a new meaning and idiom to Indian cinema, and 
the world took notice, similarly, a film, that lit up screens in the State, changed the direction 
and course of Kannada cinema. 


That film was Samskara (Ritual). It turned to be a rite of passage for those that followed in 
later years providing a whole new syntax and dimension to the appreciation and under- 
standing of the history of Kannada cinema. 


Samskara, based on a story by eminent litterateur and Jnapith award winner, U R Anan- 
thamurthy. It was brought on to screen by an enterprising and foresightful filmmaker and 
producer Pattabhi Ramareddy, turned out to be the pathbreaker. 


The film, which heralded the nouvelle vogue or avant garde movement in Kannada cinema, 
became the pivot around which other peers followed suit. In fact, it was during that very 
time that there was a churning in Kannada literary scene as well, which had just given birth 
to a new realist literary tradition called Navya Movement, with which a team of young writ- 
ers and inspired filmmakers identified themselves with. 


Emboldened by the boldness of social themes that these literatures tackled exposing the 
social hierarchies with specific focus on women’s issues, gender identity, equality and social 
justice, saw Pattabhi Ramareddy taking that decisive path with Samskara. 


Following in its wake were Girish Karnad (who incidentally was one of the lead actors of 
Samskara and scripted the film), and B V Karanth with S L Byrappa’s ‘Vamshavriksha’. Soon 
you had several similar new wave films such as K Shankarappa’s ‘Maadi Madidavaru’, B V 
Karanth’s ‘Chomana Dudi’, P Lankesh’s ‘Pallavi’, and Girish Karnad’s ‘Kaadu’ providing the 
impetus and engine of engagement to the new genre. 


As eminent film director and one of the vanguards of the movement, Girish Kasarvalli puts 
it Kannada films of ‘Navya movement’ were a celebration of cinema that sought to be differ- 
ent from the otherwise glorified popular Hindi, Tamil and Telugu cinemas. 


These were part of Kannada literature - poetry, prose, drama and not an offshoot of any 
parallel cinema movement from Italy, France, Germany or even Bengal. Kannada films were 
more realistic and socially relevant and even today, have fresh, austere image as they were 
not influenced from any other form of cinema, notes Kasarvalli. 
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The Madras Players, an amateur theatre group, whose members included Girish Karnad, 
Socialist Party's Snehalata Reddy, who played the female lead, and her husband Pattabhi 
Rama Reddy, who directed and produced the film, was instrumental in the making of Sam- 
skara. The film, according to eminent Malayalam auteur Adoor Gopalakrishnan, was one of 
the ten finest films, alongside Satyajit Ray and others, that left their mark on Indian cinema 
in the last 50 years of 20" Century. 


Samskara, which went on to win a clutch of awards including National Film Award for the 
Best Feature Film, also won international acclaim and recognition winning the Bronze Leop- 
ard at the Locarno International Film festival in 1972. That the film saw a pool of talents, 
both from the West and those trained in the West, come together to make the masterpiece. 
If director Pattabhi Rama Reddy was trained in Columbia, and hardly familiar with Kannada; 
writer-actor Girish Karnad was an Oxford-educated writer; while the cameraman was Aus- 
tralian, Tom Cowan; and the editor Englishman Stevan Cartaw, while U R Ananthamurthy, 
was Professor of English literature then; and music director Rajiv Taranath, too Professor in 
English schooled by the legendary Sarod maestro Ali Akbar Khan with artiste S G Vasudev 
was art director. 


That Samskara’s release saw stiff opposition was only to be expected, especially from the 
traditional Madhwa community, besides, ofcourse, the censors, but the then Union Infor- 
mation & Broadcasting Minister I K Gujral and Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, ensured the 
film would face no hitch in its release and subject acclaim to fame and etching for itself a 
name in the annals of Kannada and Indian cinema. 


Samskara made on a modest of a lakh, and shot in the same year as Mrinal Sen’s Bhuvan 
Shome, was initially banned for its anti-Brahminism. Cleared by a certification committee 
Samskara, not only went on to win critical acclaims, but also turned out a commercial suc- 
cess too, thanks to its torrid love scene that brought real human bodies into contact. 

Biffes takes pride in presenting the 113 minutes monumental film to mark its 50 years 
of making. Set in a Brahmin colony in the small village of Durvasapura in Western Ghats 
of Karnataka, where the majority belong to Madhwas with traditional mindset and strictly 
follow rules defined by their religion. 


It spotlights on Praneshacharya a devout Brahmin who having completed his Vedic edu- 
cation at Varanasi has returned to Duravasapura and considered as leader of the Brahmin 
community of his village and surrounding ones. His main goal is to attain liberation (mok- 
sha) and he is willing to go to any length to achieve it. To remain focused on his goal and as 
an act of self-sacrifice, he marries an invalid woman and hence remains celibate. 


Narayanappa, though Brahmin by birth, does not play by the set rules of Brahminism, and 
is given to eating meat and keeping company of prostitute Chandri. When Narayanappa and 
his friends snare the sacred fish in the temple tank, cook, and consume them, Brahmins in 
the villages rise up against him. They approach Praneshacharya to throw him out of the 
village. Once Narayanappa visits Shimoga and returns to Duravasapura with high fever and 
dies leaving the Brahmins in a piquant situation because, 

according to Brahmin principles, a person who dies should be cremated as early as possi- 
ble. None wants to cremate the body — they feel that by cremating Narayanappa’s body, 
they will become polluted as he was against the Brahmin principles during his life. Further, 
a non-Brahmin too cannot cremate the body of a Brahmin. Praneshacharya, tasked with 
finding a solution, heads to the temple to pray and on way back home, encounters Chandri 
and finds himself at night lying on Chandri’s lap. Chandri rushes home, finds that Narayan- 
appa’s body has started to rot, gets it cremated in secrecy, and leaves Durvasapura. Prane- 
shacharya unable to reveal his immoral act leaves the village but the guilt never leaves him. 
Finally deciding to own up to his act, he returns to the village and the story ends there. It's 
left to the imagination of the viewer on whether Praneshacharya owns up or not. 


The cast comprises : Girish Karnad as Praneshacharya, Snehalatha Reddy as Chandri, P 
Lankesh as Narayanappa, Bhargavi Narayan, among others. 


Pic: De¢can Herald 
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HOMAGE VIJAYANAGARADA VEERAPUTRA | QSODNNTG DCOMS, 
INDIA / 1961 / KANNADA / 172 MIN. 


Rattehalli Nagendra Sudarshan was a versatile Indian actor and producer, who 
has acted in more than 250 films in Kannada, Tamil, Hindi, Telugu, and 
Malayalam films. During a career spanning more than three decades. 


R. N. Sudarshan was the son of veteran director R Nagendra Rao and was 
married to actress Shylashri. He entered the industry as a protagonist in - 
Vijayanagarada Veeraputra, produced and directed by his father Nagendra 
Rao in 1961. He has shared the screen space with all the legendary Kannada 
actors including Dr. Rajkumar, Uday Kumar and Kalyan Kumar. More than a 
protagonist, he has acted as villain in many films and was known for doing the 
role of conjurer in films made on folklore. 


Music lovers still remember him for his songs such as, Hoovondu Balibandu, 
which he sung in Shubhamangala (1975) directed by Puttanna Kanagal and 
Irabeku Irabeku Ariyada song from his own film Naguva Hoovu (1971). 


Vijayanagarada Veeraputhra, 1961, directed by R Nagendra Rao, father of 
Sudharshan, and written by his brother R N Jayagopal. The king of 
Vijayanagara empire, becomes the reason for the death of Vikrama, a poor 
young boy. The boy's father vows to take revenge against the king. The film 
stars R. N. Sudarshan, B. Sarojadevi, R. Nagendra Rao and Kalyan Kumar. 
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AVALE NANNA HENDTHI | e9s3e8¢ BB, Zoe 
INDIA / 1988 / KANNADA / 136 MIN. = 


Kashinath Hathwar was born in a middle class Brahmin family in Markod, 
village near Kundapur, in erstwhile South Canara region (now Dakshin 
Kannada). He made his debut with Aparoopada Athithigalu, in 1976, in a 
career spanning over three decades, worked in over 40 films, carving a niche 
for himself in the comedy genre. 


His films touched upon subjects considered taboo in the society and was 
infamous for his double entendre dialogues in his films. Despite criticisms, 
his films, however, influenced society as well as the industry, and were 
well received by cinema going populace, looking for breezy, light hearted 
entertainers. 


He took to films enrolling himself with the filmmaking troupe “Aseema” along 
with contemporary filmmaker-actor and long time acquaintance, Suresh 
Heblikar. His films have received wide appreciation and recognition, but also 
paved the way for many others to mimicking the genre and is considered to 
be the pioneer in Kannada cinema. Among his repertoire of works include 
Aparichita, Anubhava, Anaamika, Anantana Avantara, Ajagajantara, Hendathi 
Endare Heegirabeku, Meese Hotta Gandasige Demandappu Demandu, Aha 
Nanna Tangi Maduve, Super Aliyaand Appachchi. 


Avale Nanna Hendthi (She's My Wife), 1988, directed by S Umesh, is comedy- 
drama dealing with prevalent social issue of dowry system and revolves 
around a man’s struggle in getting his sister's marriage arranged to fulfill his 
mother’s and sisters-in-law’s desire for a dowry, despite being in love himself 
and wanting to marry first. It was remade in Telugu as Pe//i Chesi Chood, in 
Tamil as Jaadikketha Moodiand in Hindi as Jawani. 
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EDAKALLA GUDDADA MELE| aezen MBB see 
INDIA / 1973 / KANNADA / 160 MIN. i Se 


Kooduvalli Chandrashekar, better known as Edakallu Chandrashekar, having 
shot to fame with the 1973 film Fdakal/u Guddada Mele by renowned film 
director Puttanna Kanagal, was one of versatile actors of Kannada film 
industry at that time. 


Chandrashekar, who acted in over 60 films, and was last seen in 3 Gante 30 
Dina 30 second, had migrated to Canada in 1984 after his marriage to dancer 
Sheela, working as a visa officer with Indian High Commission in Canada, 
while still continuing to act in Kannada films. First noticed and cast by late 
Nagendra Rao and Vadiraj as child artiste in the 1969 film Mamma Makkalu, 
Chandrashekar went on to become a successful actor with several offers 
coming his way. 


He also directed the 2004 film Poorvapara, which was the first Kannada 
film to be screened at Toronto Film Festival. Chandrashekar’s major break 
came when he got to work with ace filmmaker Puttanna Kanagal, in Edaka//u 
Guddadamel/e, His notable films are Hamsageethe, Sampathige Savaal, Sose 
Thanda Sowbhagya, Shankar Guru, Parivarthane, Raja Nanna kaja, Besuge and 
Vamsha Vriksha, to name a few. 


Edakallu Guddad Mele, 1973, directed by S R Puttanna Kanagal, based on the 
novel of the same name by Bharathisutha, centres around Madhavi. She leads 
an unfulfilled married life with her husband, a former soldier. She ends up 
getting into a physical relationship with their friendly neighbor, a younger 
man. Later, her adulterous behavior will lead to unexpected consequences. 
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HUMAN RIGHTS AND 
SOCIAL JUSTICE 


MESSAGE FROM CURATOR 


This year’s edition of the Bengaluru International Film Festival will present 
22 topical and provocative short fiction films and documentaries from 
seven countries in South Asia. All 22 films are being screened in Bengaluru 
for the first time. The selection not only depicts injustices, but also 
showcases courageous resilience in challenging times. We hope these films 
serve as inspiration for our audiences, for seasoned activists as well as 
those searching for a role in local or global movements. 

We are paying tribute to two outspoken champions of justice who passed 
away prematurely last year—Gauri Lankesh, journalist, who was brutally 
murdered outside her home for her ongoing fight for freedom of speech 
and transparency, and Chalam Bannurkar, filmmaker and social activist, 
whose work has inspired many young documentary filmmakers. 

Civil wars, political upheavals, growing religious fundamentalism, and 
natural disasters have all contributed to adversely affecting daily life across 
South Asia. Yet filmmakers from the region continue to produce remarkable 
work and my selection is a tribute to their incredible strength. They work 
under security threats and financial constraints, as well as social stigma, 
and their films offer an astonishing diversity in subject and treatment: 
from ‘big budget’ productions to the output of short workshops; from the 
observational to the humorous; from the poetic and elusive to the intensely 
political; films that have premiered in Cannes, Berlin, Locarno, Busan... 
The five categories in this selection emerged quite organically, and in these 
we can recognise similarities across countries—whether in repressive 
regimes, family dynamics, social values, or the daily struggles of life in the 
region. 

SLAVERY 

BORDERS 

LIVELIHOOD 

RESISTANCE 

VIOLENCE 

I hope you will enjoy watching these films as much as I did. 

Finally I would like to thank GS Bhaskar and Vinod Raja for asking me to 
put this selection together. It has been a privilege to be associated with 
the Bangalore International Film Festival. 


Reena Mohan 
Curator 


Reena Mohan is an award winning independent documentary filmmaker and 
editor who has worked out of India, Dubai, Kathmandu and London. She has 
received several awards for her work including 3 National Awards. She produced 
and directed her first award-winning documentary Kamlabai in 1991. This was 
followed by more than 10 documentaries that have received widespread 
recognition including Skin Deep in 1998 and On An Express Highway in 2003. 


Consulted by G S Bhaskar and Vinod Raja. 


i=) 
REENA MOHAN GS BHASKAR VINOD RAJA 
Editor, Cinematographer Cinematographer 
Documentary Film Academician Documentary 
Filmmaker Filmmaker 
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RESISTANCE 


G This is as much a tribute to those behind the 
camera as to the struggles and triumphs of 
their subjects. There are some experimental 
BIVENS NTO RIESTN S12) 7 films in this section, constituting an important 

SOCIAL JUSTICE space for artistic and political expression, and 
allowing filmmakers to explore form, or the 
personal, more deeply. 


MR, FAZILI'S WIFE 


HASSAN FAZILI / AFGHANISTAN / 
2011/10 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


A woman beggar has a daughter 
who is losing her vision and needs 
to undergo surgery. The mother 
leaves no stone unturned in 
getting her daughter’s eyes 
treated. But in the traditional 
society of Afghanistan, people 
expect her to be a sex worker, as 
she does not have a male guardian. 


SCREAMING SILENCE 


FATIMA HUSSAINI / AFGHANISTAN 
/ 2016 /1:40 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Every morning, a woman cleans a 
man’s dirty shoes... Until one day, she 
decides to protest. 


QANDEEL 


TAZEEN BARI AND SAAD KHAN/ 
PAKISTAN / 2017 / 24: 49 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Qandeel Baloch was a young 
fearless woman who collided with 
Pakistan's mainstream media, 
exposed the religious right and 
challenged middle class morality. 
From her life before stardom in a 
rural village to her early days in 
entertainment as a model and 
actor, Qandeel became a social 
media icon by making provocative 
web videos. The film analyses her 
life through the lens of class and 
power politics and connects it to 
women’s ongoing struggle for self- 
expression in Pakistan. 
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SOCIAL JUSTICE LAANAT 
ANAM ABBAS /PAKISTAN / 2016 / 
O1:57 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


This film is a curse. 


| AM BONNIE 


FARHA KHATUN, SATARUPA SANTRA 
AND SOURABH KANTI DUTTA/ INDIA / 
2015 / 45 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


A born intersex, raised by poor, 
illiterate and confused parents as a 
girl, Bonnie was one of the finest 
strikers of the Indian women’s 
football team. A sex reassignment 
surgery results in him being thrown 
out from both his home and the sport 
he is passionate about. His fight to 
establish his identity and the struggle 
for a dignified existence are met bya 
sarcastic society yet to learn to take 
other genders seriously. 


NAMMA GAURI (QUR GAURI) 


PRADEEP K P (DEEPU) / INDIA / 2017 / 67:0OMINS. 
SYNOPSIS 


Gauri Lankesh was one of Karnataka’s 
most prominent and fearless journalists. 
She was shot dead outside her house in 
Bengaluru on the night of 5th September, 
2017. Gauri represented dissent and 
freedom of speech and spoke out 
fearlessly against communal forces in the 
country. The film is much more than a 
personal tribute. It follows her political 
journey, envisaging what she stood for 
and her struggle for communal harmony 
until her last breath. Her life story has 
become the history of Karnataka’s fight 
against right-wing communal forces. 


HOMAGE TO 
GAURI LANKESH 
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G Like many people in this region, who move in 


waves of migration both within and 

outside their countries, for economic reasons 

HUMAN RIGHTS AND or because of prolonged wars between 
SOCIAL JUSTICE governments and revolutionary armies, the 

meaning of BORDERS acquires particular 

resonance in these films from Bangladesh, 


Nepal and Sri Lanka. The tragic-comic element in two of these films 
is significant since humour as a tool is often unexplored in films with 
a political message. 


WHERE'S MY ROUTE 


SUDATH ABEYSIRIWARDANA / 
SRI LANKA / 2017 / 13:00 


SYNOPSIS 


An 18 year old boy is practicing 
to disguise himself as a 
journalist in an attempt to travel 
to Australia illegally by boat. His 
mother pleads with some 
fishermen to prevent her son 
from going away. 
The fishermen come to the young man’s house and threaten him . They 
burn and destroy his documents. A young man’s dream is shattered. The 
film explores the issues related to growing up in post-war Sri Lanka. It 
deals with how the state, law and order as well as people - as individuals 
and as communities - can control and influence aspirations of the youth. 


SPLIT ENDS 


RAJAN KATHET / NEPAL / 2016 / 
26 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


An ordinary barbershop in 
Lisbon is transformed into a 
refuge for Nepali migrants 
where experiences are shared 
and advice is sought and given. 


THE CONTAINER 


ABU SHAHED EMON/ 
BANGLADESH / 2012 /15 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


An immigrant worker decorates his 
home-a container-with the found 
trash of other people's lives. After he’s 
evicted from his illegal abode he 
secretly returns, but it’s no longer his 
shelter. The film is a resonant look at 
the life of an immigrant worker in 
Korea through the eyes of a 
Bangladeshi filmmaker. 
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SAVING DOLMA 


KESANG TSETEN/ NEPAL / 2010 SYNOPSIS 
/ 64 MIN. The film follows the thread of 
: } Dolma, sentenced to death for 
killing a Filipino domestic co- 
worker in Kuwait, and the 
responses this evokes in a women’s 
advocacy group, society and 
officialdom, as well as the upheaval 
and fractures of the family. The 
film presents a rare glimpse of the 
women migrant’'s situation in a 
Gulf State. 


LIVELIHOOD 


This section features the stories of margin- 
alized workers for whom daily existence is a 
struggle no matter where they come from— 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India or Nepal—raising 
HUMAN RIGHTS AND questions about industrial safety, patriarchy, 

SOCIAL JUSTICE land rights and the role of governments. In 
the same section, two poignant films feature 
those who are left behind as village after vil- 
lage lies abandoned. 


POUNOPUNIK 


KHANDAKER SUMON / 
BANGLADESH / 2016 / 17:17 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Pounopunik is a Bengali word 
meaning “recurrent”. The story 
revolves around the struggle of 
a female sex worker to educate 
her daughter. She fights hard to 
establish the identity of a 
mother over that of a sex 
worker. 


TAZREEN 


YASMINE KABIR / BANGLADESH / 
2014 / 17:35 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


The film documents the aftermath of a 
garment factory fire that occurred on 24th 
November 2012, at Tazreen Fashions in 
Dhaka, Bangladesh. It was one of the 
deadliest industrial fires to have occurred 
in the history of the garments industry in > 
Bangladesh, and was estimated to have 
killed, at least, 117 workers in just 17 hours. 
The film focuses on the grief, trauma and 
helplessness suffered by the survivors and 
of those who lost their loved ones. 
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SOCIAL JUSTICE 


HOME ALONE 


LODAY CHOPHEL / BHUTAN / 2014 
/ 09:04 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


A 95-year old man living alone in 
his birthplace reflects on a 
diminishing community and his 
life as a whole. The film highlights 
the bitter truth and effects of rural- 
urban migration and 
modernization. 


DAADYA: THE WOODPECKERS OF ROTHA 


POOJA GURUNG AND BIBHUSAN 
BASNET / NEPAL, FRANCE / 2016 
/ 16:08 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Atimaley and Devi's village is haunted 
by memories. When a dear friend 
leaves the village without saying 
“goodbye”, the old couple faces a 
dilemma—to keep living with the 
memories or to leave the village for 
good? 


SURVEY NUMBER ZERO 


PRIYA THUVASSERY/ INDIA / 2016 
/ 32MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Despite its tremendous everyday 
utility, “common salt” is usually 
taken for granted. And salt farmers 
are hardly the heroes of history or 
mythology, ballad or legend. This 
film journeys through the lives of 
Hansaben, Bhawanaben and 
Pashiben, three women farmers of 
different ages as they go through 
three stages of salt farming in the 
Little Rann of Kutch, Gujarat. The 
film was shot over eight months, 
which is how long it takes for 
farmers to cultivate salt and 
through their lives looks at the 
problems they face in health, 
education, water, and - most 
importantly - land rights. 
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VIQLENCE 


@ In this section, filmmakers from Pakistan and 

Sri Lanka urge for introspection, introducing a 

different way of seeing the conflict and spac- 

HUMAN RIGHTS AND es of everyday life in their countries. 
SOCIAL JUSTICE 


DEMONS IN PARADISE 


JUDE RATNAM / SRI LANKA/ 2017/ 
90 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Demons in Paradise - is the result of 
ten years of work. For the first time, a 
Tamil documentary filmmaker living 
in Sri Lanka is seeing the violence of 
Civil War from the inside. The director 
unveils the repressed memories of his 
compatriots, opening the door to a 
new era and making peace possible 
again. All the while dealing with 
financial hardship and _ familial 
pressure. 


HOPE 


FATHIMA SHANAZ/ SRI LANKA / 
2017 / 06:55 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Child marriages have been an unnoticed 
reality in some sections of the Muslim 
community in Sri Lanka. This film tells 
the story of Fathima, a 16-year old 
school girl, who is set to marry a man 
older than her. Not only her right to 
education is denied but her consent to 
marriage too. Until she accidentally 
meets her future husband, she has not 
even seen him. She is caught up 
between her hopes and the reality of 
her destiny. 


ARMED WITH FAITH 


ASAD FARUQI AND 

GEETA GANDBHIR / PAKISTAN / 

2017 / 74 MIN. 
SYNOPSIS 
After 9/11, Pakistan, an American 
ally in the global war on terror, is 
plagued by both homegrown and 
international terrorism. The small 
yet heroic Pakistani Bomb Disposal 
Unit is on the frontline of defense, 
defusing bombs, navigating land 
mines and grappling with suicide 
bombers, all while dealing with 
financial hardship and familial 
pressure. 
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& This section documents the stories of 


trafficked children in Afghanistan, Bangladesh 
and India—poignant reminders that children 
BIVENS TNT RIESTNS |) = are often victims of the fate sealed upon 

SOCIAL JUSTICE them by families and society. There is also 
the portrait of an astonishingly courageous 
woman from Pakistan, who freed herself 
and many others from bonded slavery and 
fought in the 2013 general elections against a 
powerful landlord. 


WATER 


SAYED JALAL ROHANI 
AFGHANISTAN / 2014 / 
14MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


This is the story of Marzia, an 
8-year-old girl, who is a victim 
of human trafficking. Her 
parents have sold her to aman 
who leads a begging group in 
Kabul. Instead of being in a 
family and receiving an 
education, she spends her 
time on the streets collecting 
trash. 


ROSHI 


YASMINE KABIR / BANGLADESH /} tae 
2017 / 9:30 MIN. : 


SYNOPSIS 


Continuing a tradition that 
goes back centuries, children 
are employed as rope- 
makers in old-town Dhaka, 
making rope from jute 

fibers. They twist, tie, knot and 
weave from early 

morning till nightfall. 


MATKAY PAY THAPPA: AN ELECTION STORY 


TAZEEN BARI / PAKISTAN / 2017 
/ 38:20 


SYNOPSIS 


Veero Kohli, a former bonded 
labourer, has made it her life’s 
mission to help free other 
people in slavery. This film was 
shot during the general 
elections in 2013 when she 
contested from Hyderabad, 
Sind. 
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CHILDREN OF MINI JAPAN 
(KUTTY JAPANNIL 
KUZHANDAIGAL) 


CHALAM BENNURAKAR / INDIA / 1990 / 63 MIN. 


SYNOPSIS 


Sivakasi is a small town in Southern 
Tamilnadu. It is from here and the 
surrounding villages that 

70% of the requirements of the 
match box industry and 90% of the 
fireworks industry are produced. 
The owners of these factories 
proudly refer to their town as “Mini 
Japan” , a self employed town. This 
town also prints millions of garish 
calendars and election posters 
which are used all over India. 


The film is an attempt to portray 
the complex socio-political reasons 
that contribute to such a large 
employment of children in this 
area. Weaving together the 
production process with various 
episodes of Villupadal, a traditional 
performance that celebrates the 
childhood of Krishna, the film is a 
powerful critique of post 
independent India’s “tryst with 
destiny” - a nightmare called 
“progress” through rapid 
industrialisation. 


HOMAGE TO 
CHALAM BENNURAKAR 
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GAURI LANKESH 


Gauri Lankesh was one of 
Karnataka’s most prominent and 
fearless journalists. She was shot 
dead outside her house in 
Bengaluru on the night of 5th 
September, 20172 Gauri 
represented dissent and freedom 
of speech and spoke out fearlessly 
against communal forces in the c 
ountry. The film is much more than 
a personal tribute. It follows her 
political journey, envisaging what 
she stood for and her struggle for 
communal harmony until her last 
breath. Her life story has become 
the history of Karnataka’s fight 
against right-wing communal 
forces. 


CHALAM BENNURAKAR 


Chalam Bennurakar directed Sakshi 
in 1998, a first-of-its-kind initiative 
showcase documentaries from all 
over the world and to create a 
platform for Independent 
Documentary Filmmakers in India. 
His documentary, A// About My 
Famila, made him the voice of the 
transgender community. His other 
films include Kunde Habba- a unique 
festival of the tribal people in Kodagu, 
Naavu Yeravaru - on the Yerava 
community and a documentary on 
the earthquake disaster that struck 
Latur, Maharashtra in 1993. He also 
co-produced and worked on Bishaar 
Blues, on the fakirs of Calcutta, with 
Amitabh Chakraborthy. 
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V K MURTHY 
MEMORIAL LECTURE 


VK MURTHY (1923 -2013) 


V K Murthy’s singular contribution as a cinematographer is to bring into 
play a new aesthetic, as if it were, in the mainstream of Indian Cinema. 
While it is arguably easier to break fresh ground in the parallel Cinema, 
it is nothing less than a heroic act to do so in the mainstream which has 
firmly entrenched itself in pre-established notions. And yet V K dared like 
none other and succeeded in no small measure. 

During the mid-40s and 50s of the twentieth century Film-Noir, as a style 
was much in vogue in the Cinema of Hollywood and naturally, it did have 
an influence on Indian Cinema. While many of his contemporaries who 
adopted the visual style of Film-Noir and were content to create some 
memorable images using low-key lighting, VK Chose to tread a new 
path altogether. He began to use light as a language by itself while 
essaying the trials and tribulations of the protagonists in films such as 
PYASA, KAGAZ KE PHOOL and SAHIB BIBI AUR GULAM. Silhouettes and 
Semi-silhouettes etched out and enveloped in a dark brooding frame 
articulated the angst of the character in an elegant and yet subliminal 
manner while the darkness that surrounded them was indicative of the 
turmoil deep down in their soul. VK’s unparalleled artistry imbued these 
images with an everlasting glory. 

Such was his contribution to Indian Cinema that the highest honour that 
the State would bestow in the field of Cinema - The DADA PHALKE award, 
was presented to him in 2008. Biffes proudly celebrates the genius of V K 
Murthy by commissioning The VK Murthy memorial lecture. 


THOMAS MICHAEL 
COWAN 


Thomas Michael Cowan, the 
Australian Cinematographer is an 
accomplished artist of the visual 
medium. The  septuagenarian 
has essayed several note-worthy 
documentaries and feature films 
during the course of his long and 
illustrious career. He is equally at 
home in a wide range of motion 
picture formats. 


Be it 16mm or 35mm or the IMAX frame, the tool has never deterred 
him. He has never allowed it (the tool) to overwhelm the artist in him. 
His foray into the world of images has not only taken him across the 
continents but also has landed several prestigious awards in his lap. In 
his own words, the quest for the ‘Moment of Truth’ has been his mission 
in life. The presence of Thomas Cowan at Biffes this year is significant 
in itself, for, the year 2018 marks the 50 th anniversary of SAMSKARA. 
As the cinematographer of the path-breaking kannada movie, Thomas 
Cowan was instrumental in imbuing the film with a rich flavor of Neo- 
Realism. Eventually, SAMSKARA became the harbinger of the New Wave 
Cinema in the region and sowed the seeds of a new Cinema-culture. 
Currently in its tenth edition, Biffes is deeply indebted to Thomas Crown 
for delivering the V K Murthy memorial lecture. 
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WORKSHOPS, SEMINARS AND MASTERCLASSES 


Production Design In Indian Cinema and Challenges 
> for Filmmakers in the Digital Moviemaking Age. 
Bharath Bala and Rakeysh Omprakash Mehra 


Sound Design in Digital Filmmaking Age. 
Srijesh Nair along with Ere Gowda, Harish Mallya 


*A Study on the films made by Satyajit Ray 
Mr. Swapan Mullick, Film critic, Kolkata 
coordinated by Satyajit Ray Film Society, 
Bengaluru 


A discussion with Puneeth Raj Kumar 


Round table on Promotion of Indian Regional Cinema at 
various film festivals with new initiatives - Online Promotion 
and Distribution. 

Ashley Ratnavibhushana, Aruna Vasudev and Uma 


Special Discussion on Emerging Technologies - Various 
Possibilities of Adapting Virtual Reality and Mixed Reality in 
Film Festivals - Promoting Culture with the Future Technology. 


Dadasaheb Palke Award Winner - V K Murthy Memorial 
Lecture Samskara - Screening and Discussion. 
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